* 


528. 8 * 


5 | and Confummatitn, of Matrimony": 


Matrimonial Ceremonies | 


DISPLAY? 5 


. Wherein ate ER 

The various Cuſtoms, odd Pranks, whimſical. : 
Tricks and ſurprizing Practices of near One 5 
Hundred different Kingdoms and People 
in the World, now us d in the Celebration: | 5 — 


Cloulleded from the Papets o * a f 
An Old Rich Bawdy Parenn.on; 3 I e 


Wich e by lun. 


To which is ale; © £ 2 4 
The comical Adventures of „ "4 5 
who had ſeven Wives; WWW 1 

each: A genuine Story. 


Alſo an Epigram on Matrimony, is 220 EY 
and an Alphabetical Index. 
' Publiſh'd for the Information and Eatertainivent of dhe 


Ladies and pretty Girls of Great-Britain, i} 
"_ thoſe 22 and Tipperarye 


£ g +4 43 
> 2 * — % — 


Ms hy 
: _ 


e 2 5 2 4 25 * 
_ - o x 6 - 7 
LOND 0 Ns. N 1 
- * 4 #, 


Printed for W. Reeve, at oben near | 1 
7 Serjeant Py, in Fleet-Streets 1 e 1 


1 
+ 86; 
1 
: 1939 
SS * 
D "1 f = = - 
A = 99 
* 
+ o 
: . - ö 2 
* v4 . 
4. 3 . 4 , 4 
20 . 
: 44 
— 


v "= 

Saas. | +. £6 

T1 — \ ö a 
8 . 


Nen 
a * 


ro 
Fyfyh 4 FS» % "T! A ++ SP. h 5 
8 * | "$374 
1141... - 4 2 4 11. 


g 


| -, . - 0 * 4 . * - - 
: - 2s 44-5 1 136 ee 1 4 
— 2 - — 8 - 
* «„ enn - * 4 , * % \41 
o =» % 
G : ' 
5 -. 1 $ =s a , "7 * + & "> -2 "4 
„ : - - ea 4. 5 nl 75 + == 
* . 
9 - — * - 4 
19 0 F w + 4 " , 
* = - 28 — 0 w 
- - 94 * . 4 
1 — 1 I - - 
_ * - wd# W * . "4 
* 3 3 
9 
* | a. 11 : % » 4 
: 
* o 5 . 10 1 ' = 
» 
„ 
£ — 
PS. * 9 
7 g 0 + 
* j oy 
o . 
”- 1 
- = — 8 V 
E 5% s © » — 
| 124 7 L 
© a — » * = 9 A. - - 4 
* 
- 
” —" * * 7 - * 
- . 7 37 p — 
„ © * + 3 iS ; 
, . . 
£ b 
x” G a * F / -” — 
' : - _ 0 
4 $4 „ J. + « — » . 
- 9 * * 
p FF + - - — 
= - — 


I — 


* 
— 3 + 7 
4 * 2 f 
1 = # 
* . 
* 
* F 
' 184 
On - «& © %# & © 
* . „ 
* - Ss * j 7 
= - - #7 = 3.0 
- 1 - 
4 of AT 7 d 
* 2 * * 4 
LY 
* — 
— Fe "Y 7 42 * 
- - - — W 


1 
= SY *r 2 <4 
- * 8 v + + £4 
* * 2 
9 * — * - 
* 
ay =" us oh. 
F : 7 - « 7 * 
% 4 „ 1 ® 
% 


T HE 


PREFACE 


F. EW Authors agree in the Defi- 


tion of Matrimony, Charron calls. 


it awiſe (a) Bargain, a State, or 


an honeurable Conjunttion ; ſome more ma- 
ans Criticks nw it a Yoke, a a 


(a) Marriage is not improperly call'd a Bargain, 
becauſe moſt are (now of late more eſpecially) ſo. 
„ that one Party, if not both, are boy 


— ſold, "the Freedom of Choice being rarely 


to the Man, and almoſt never to the Wn” 
be. well diſpoſing of their Children is undoubted- 
32 ne of the weightieſt Cares that Parents have. 


Education may make them very good Wo- 


men, their Virtue may make them good Wives, 
but being ill pair'd in the Yoke, they Oy ant how- 
rs are of Opi- 
nion that they have done mighty well, if they have 
hedg'd in a young raw Country Squire with a plen- * 


-ever very unhappy. Too manyFathe 


tiful Eſtate ; and ſecur d an unreaſonable Propor- 


tion of it for their Daughter's Jointure, and be- 
lieve there will be no Woe, hen there is no Want: 


Yet every Day ſhews us, that where. there are 


great Eſtates, there is not alwayy great Felicity : 
or the wiſeſt of mere Men aſſures us, That better . 


is a Morſel of Bread with "Content, - than an 
Ox, and Hatred therewith. _ 
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iv The PREFACE. 
nion of (5). Euils and Puniſhments, a So- 


ciety of (c) Cares and Troubles. But 


without adbering to the Sentiments of the 
one, or the differing Opinions of others 

l ih, 71-98 
- (4) Matrimony was intended for our Feheity, 
but our Miſmanagement of the main Matter makes 
it our Mifery : And this is not in the leaſt the Fault 


_ of the State, ſo much as of the Parties that enter 


into it: And where our unreaſonable Appetites 


have made us take wrong Meaſures in it, no won- 


der if it proves our Puniſhment. 

er) Whoever was pleas'd to think ſo, might be 
unhappy in his. Choice, but I am of Opinion he 
deſerv d it a little; or at leaſt he ought to let us 
know what he means by Care and Trouble: For. 


I dare appeal to any good Man that ever was in 


thax State, if he thought it not a Sweetning of bis 
daily Labour to bring home a Loaf to his poor Fa- 
mily, and ſhare it amongſt them. The very Re- 

Aeckion that it was to maintain his Wife and little 
Babes, made him think the Sun and the Rain leſs. 
ifitollerable ; every Day's Labour contributed ſo 


much to his Felicity, as it did to his Advantage, 


and no Fatigues of the Day can ſo much difpirit 
him, but he will play with bis Children when he 


- comes home at Night. St. Aaſtin ſays, Nullo mo 
e ſunt onerefi labores amantium,, ſed etiam ipfi delec- 
tam fieut venantium, piſcantium: Intereſt engo quid 


ametur, nam in e quod amatur aut non laboratur, - 
aut labor amatur. I need not put this into Enghi/h_ 
for the Benefit of the Fair Sex; they all of them 
know that nothing is troubleſome. to them, that. 

* „ as 7 A f a k S \ tends 
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The PREFACE 


that criticize upon it, I "ſhall define wy 
trimony ' according to the Canomſts, to bt - 

a ſacred Union of Mam and Woman, -not 
to be diſſolved but by the Death of one "of 
them. Matrimonium eſt viri & mulie- 
ris Conjunctio individuam vite > Societa- 

tem continens. © 

"This is the (d) firſt and ng ancient 

8 9 3 its Inftitution to th Supreme 
—_.; 


tends'to the heevint a Child as it Iould ber And 
the ſecret Joys. that Parents have in the Health and 
Well-doing of their Children, are impoſſible to be 
expreſs'd, and can be comprehended only by them 
that have Children. Too many Peoples Pride indeed 
tramples upon natural Affection, — but too many 
others being married againſt their Conſent, ſhew 
little; or no Concern for the Product of an abomi- 
nated Bed: But this is not: an Argument that Ma- 
trimony is a State of Care and Trouble, tho® 8 
certain they are unhappily married · . 
(4) Matrimony is ſo eſſential to the Felicity of 
Man, that original Juſtice, and the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of the Univerſe, in the moſt glorious Condition it 
eee could not make our firſt Parent abſo- 
lutely happy. God ſaid, It is not meet tba "Man - 
ſhould be alone, 1 5 make bim an Hylpmeet for = 
Au, Gen. ii. 19. Be fruitful and multiply, was 
an Injunction that anteceded the very Condition of 


his Felicity; and we read this poſitive r 2 ; 
before that great negative one: But Tree 
Kntrwledge of | Gred-and Bui, thou. ſhalt 'not eat of 

it; Hur in the Day that thou Jcateft ”" thou hat 


1 The PREFACE. 


Author of Nature; and for the greater | 
Conſequence, becauſe it is the 3 


of goat Soctety, the Original of Fa- 
milies, and „ e Prima Socie- 


tas eſt in LOS „ quod principium 


urbis, ſeminarium Republice. 
Marriage 7s not ſolemniz'd in the ſame 


Manner every where, but the oy and 
Laws of Marriages are mare or leſs ftrict, 


accarding to the Diverfity of eligion 
and Nations. Among the Chriſtians they 


are the mo Arict, when the 1 Part 


— 0 
ed ſome yet to make Adam perfi ha 

Doubtleſs we are more imperfect g = 

and as Woman was the Perfection of the Creation, 

the finiſhing Stroke of Nature, and Man's Felici- 

ty, no Wonder if they arrogate ſtill ſome Things 

extraordinary to themſelves I Vie of. anct 
ent and illuſtrious a Charter. And indeed I be- 
lieve no Woman ever liv'd, but was lov'd at one 
Tine ocothas. | | 
(e) Tis ible that in the Creation there 
was but one Woman, -tho' after ſome Proceſs of 

Time, the Sons of Adam took ſeveral Wives, and | 
even Concubines were not criminal. If our mo- 
dern Policy would permit it now, there would not 

ee ee for tb 
reſtraining 


The, P REF AC E. = 
5 Polyga and, K Divorce. Net, a- 
mong al he erent Laus and Cen 


reftraining us to one particular Woman, and h the 
Fyranny of our Parents to that very individual one 
we cannot endure, hom can we avoid being miſe 


Wo | y ſenfible of 
eſtraint, and unbiaſs d 


the colder Offers of her Huſband's 
t, and know- 


this 


* 


a a 


ing he cannot marry 
fallicitous of his T 


other Hand, 
1 


0 


Women to deſire to be beloy'd; would re 
effity of being obedient: 
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Gl PREP ACE 
in the World, there i 7s 10 Nation. fo 2 | 


barous, as not to folemnnize Marria W with * 


_ ſome Rites, Ceremonies, and yu ick Re- 
joicings. 

This made the Author enquire and ob. 
ſerve what are uſed among the Chriſti- 


* 


5 ans, Jews, Mahometans 1 Idolaters, | 


which make up the Four Religions that 
are known to the World. And as the 
Religion of the Jews is the moſt ancient, 
and God has been pleas' d in a peculiar 
Manner to honour them with the Name of 
lis Choſen People; their Rites. are firſt: 
deſcribed in this ſmall Treatiſe of Marri- 
age Ceremonies, whieh is here ſubmit- 
ted to the Fudgment of” the Candid Rea- 


5 4, and tis Py. may, be to, Ke Satiſe. 


fat on. a SID] THE | 


- but what ſhe has given us {Rene bor: And 17 
there were not ſuch a Method as Divorcin 


unhappy Marriage would be a continued dry. ry. 


The Liberty of Parting would make the Women 
more dutiful at leaſt, if it did not make the Men 


more indulgent. The Neceſfi 1 and Compulſion 
a 


of living together makes great Fart of the U Uneaſi- 
neſs: And where People are forced to marry; as' 
but too frequently they are, they will hoth of them 
defire a Divorce, tho neither 80 them ate vicious 
enough to deſerve it: But tis certain, that if a” 
Man might part from his Wife, ſhe would take 
* Care to "avoid the * 'of being repu⸗- 
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MARRIAGE 


s o ME 


REMARKS. 


Ah? * Upon the Enſuing Gian 


7 TREATISE. 


5 N being the 1 
| Port, or Haven, at which moſt 
9 of the Sons and Daughters of 
Eve deſign to touch, ſooner or later; tis 
no Wonder that People are univerſally 
28 B curious, 
4 (a) That is properly Pert . Ships ade 


2 2 areas Now, where the Cable is not long 
yy to reach the Bottom of the what 
| wiſe r will heave out his Anchor ? 0 
will bear ſomewhat of Proportion with an Cal. 
India Voyage, becauſe it is tedious, tho' it be be- 
neficial. You run ſeveral Riſques of Wind and - 
Weather, Enemies and Privateers, - Diſeaſes and 
Diſaſters, and all this to barter Commodity for | 
Commodity, upon which the Neceſſity or 3 4 
of GS WOE . W 


9 
* r 2 an__ 


121 


curious, to know. how this (4). tickliſh Ce- 
remony is perform'd in other Countries. 


WMe find here at home that the firſt Place 


in the Common-Prayer-Book that young 
Maidens generally tbo in, 1s the Service 
for. Matrimomy. I once knew a-raw Gir 

at could revllly make all the Reſj 
in that Office, before ſne could anſwer to 
one Queſtion in her Catechiſm. Which 
occaſion*d her Father, who was a grave 
old Gentleman, to. wiſh that thoſe of her 


Sex would take as much Care o prepare 


themſelves for their latter, as for this 
their firſt End, for ſo it proves 10 ang. . 
of them. 

It has been Freqtendly gig that Arnie 


| and Hanging go by Deſtiny, bir For fm 


part, Jam no Predeſtinarian; neither do 1 
mgmt 3450 HE. bende 


1 a Trade indeed, or r Traffick: One gives 
away his Daughter to be choſen ' a Parliament- 
Man, another throws away his Son for a Place at 
Court; a third values nothing, if his Daughter ® 
can be but a Lady, and 9 Flace of pear a 
vell's Familyrx: eee 5 
(6) The firſt Notions we ſhite of Maceidwoaby". 
are tempting enough: Nature ſeems to plead 
very hard in Favour of it; but there is fo much 
Deceit in both Sexes that it is very dubious, whe--- | 
ther we are diſappointed or not in our-moſt allu- - 


% ring ExpeQations : And if we are baulk d, it is 


a Bitter Portion, and we are ſtung at laſt, tho* 


"4 we _ tickl'd at firſt, 


may hang till he is 


effective in a Family, if they 
ver ſo long, than they are * W 


2 . 


er with de rel of te Wada: that 
Matches are made in Heaven, any more 
than I believe that all Oxen are bought 
and ſold there, before they come to Smith» 


field Market. But tho* I am no Admirer 
of Deſtiny, as I ſaid before, yet I would 


not have any one infer from thence, that I 
believe there's no Manner of Reſemblance 


between Hanging and Marrying : For Hang- 
ing, with Reverence be it ſpoken, as well 


as Marrying; is perform'd by tying a (c) 


K not, which Death only diſſolves, and then 


they agree too in this Particular, (which is 
more ſuitable to the Occaſion of the Book) 
that all civiliz?d Countries in the World ob- 
ſerve different Faſnions in one no leſs than 


| the other. 


The Roman Catholicks ml 4 Se 


| ment of Matrimony, and in con . 
The 


that Notion, pretend ĩt confers Grace; 


Proteſtant Divines don't carry; Matters lo 


B 2 6 high, 


#315 31 13 £464 


550 Ti og certain that Death Gilles the 


Knot of Matrimony, but not of the Executioner, 
that he muſt do himſiif, or the poor Criminal 
1 Dead, Dead, Dead indeed. 
Death did not unty this fatal Koo whichion 


Tongues had ty'd; we ſhould be 


leed? Not but that ſome People would be 8 
had been dead ne- 


Lives. 


4 ? 


high, but ſay this ought to be underſtood 
in a qualified Senſe, and that Marriage fo 
far confers Grace, as generally ſpeaking it 
confers (d) Repentance, which "oy body 
knows is a Step to 
It muſt be confeſs'd on all Hands, that 
Marriage is the moſt ſerious Action that a 
Man can engage in, and therefore we ought 
to think of it, as we do of our latter End, 
with Fear and (e) Trembling. For this 
Reaſon, I cannotendure to hear People paſs 
ae ill natur'd Jeſts, upon ſo boly a an Or. 
> SS. 


(4 No Man ſhould 8 ne to w_ 


| Dif vantage of a State of Life, becauſe he meets 

with 2 few Perſons, whoſe Want. of Knowledge and 

Care have expos'd to fome Inconveniencies. Every 

Man owes the Honour he pretends to, to this In- 

ſtitution, and thinks it an unpardonable Affront ta 

be call'd a Son of a Whore + He claims his Eftate ? 
by the Legality of his Birth: And calls the Wo- 
man his own, becauſe he is married to her, nay, 
has an incommunicable Right to her: If fome re- 
| pent they are married, there is a conſiderable Num- 
ber repent they are not. 

(ie) Every Man muſt die, but every Man does 
not marry; why tremble at a diſtant "Evil which 
lies generally in our Power to avoid? If 4 Man will 

not de trod on, he muſt keep out of the Crowd': 
If he will not be a Cuckold, he muſt continue ſin- 

' gle: If he will have a Wife, let him take her, and 

be content. hon en OT COON” 


134” 


. dinance. fi itis a Man's good Fortune to 


od meet with a good Wife, he ought to date 
fo his Happineſs in this World from that very 
it Moment; and if ſhe proves not as he deſires, 


dy he ought to look over the Catalouge of his 

0 Sins, and interpret it as a (7) Viſitation, or 
at leaſt to take it patiently. For my Part 
commend me to that Gentleman, who hav- 
ing married a ws £ of «an extraordinary Ca- 
pacity,never complain 
his Spouſe uneaſy, but honeſtly thank*d God, 
that now he had a Hole to put his Head in. 

The Ladies that read this Book, will 
find ſufficient Reaſon to thank Providence, 
that they were born in ſo good natur'd an 
Iſland as ours is, where the N 
Marriage are nothing near ſo moroſe 
ſevere, as they are in ſome. Places in the 
World. To give an Inſtance of this, our 

- Author tells us, among the Sabrians (a Sort 
of Mungril Chriſtians, that live on the 
Confines of Perfia next Turkey) the Parties 

meeting together at Church, the Miniſter makes 

the Bride fweer before the Women, that ſbe ts 
a Virgin. . As ill an Opinion as the World 
W entertains of our Females, 1 am ve- 


* B - 
— * - 
* | | ; ry 
i „ 
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ainꝰ doof his Fate, nor made 


| 2 
ty well ſatisfy*d that there are above Forty 
* Thoufand*confcientious Wives, within the 
Bills of Mortality, that would have laſt all, 
before they would have taken fo raſh and 
inſnaring an Oath; How is it poſſible that 
2 Woman ſhould poſitively ſwear to an (g 
imaginary Thing, which may be loſt (the 
Lord knows how) between ſleeping and 
waking ? This 1 am ſure of, that no Huſ- 
band was ever a Jot the ſecurer, for pre- 
- ſcribing arbitrary and unlawful Oaths. 
* Yet as great a Hardfhip as this ma ſeem 
to be, it is nothing in Compariſon of what 
Hardſhips are practis'd in ſome Countries, 
even after the Nuptial Ceremonies ate per- 
formed. Thus we find, That among "the 
Feb, if the Women find in the Bed the text 
Day any Signs of a loft Virginity, they make a 
' preat Fra; but when that is wanting, they 
7 nothing, the Rridegroom ſending back the 
Lale be ber Relations and Friends, The 
Ju! Ny” 835 TITS a 1471 f 17 2 ſame 
te) Certainly a Maidenhead is not à fictitious 
Point, and tho many Men have been impos d up- 
on, yet one that has convers d a little with Auato- 
, would know that there was ſuch a Thing: 
And as poor an Opinion, as he has of the Fair 
Sen; if he were condemn'd to get all the Maiden 
heads in his own Pariſh, I fear he yould tion 
to be hang d firſt. © - D 580 "I ( 2 
* he. rt ate l Pp — 
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ſame-inhumane Cuſtom, is likewiſe obſery'd. — <w 
by the Perfians, as the Reader may ſee, 7 
| the Moors of Morocco; the: Inhabitants of © 
the; Kingdom of Fez ; by thoſe of Algiers and * 
Tunis; by the Spaniards wo retain this Cu- 
Rom from the Moors z and lately by ibe Jews 
in Barbary, As for the latter don't wonder 
at it, to find ſuch an Uſage among them, 
becauſe they were a ſtiff-necked | People, 
that was always demanding Signs and To- 
kens, nor among Infidels and*:Mabometans, 
but that any * Chriſtians that are happily 
.freed from the Levitical Bondage, ſhould - 
{till hanker after the old ſuperſtitious Lea- 
ven, is Matter of the — 2 Aſtoniſh- 
ment to me. I cannot but reflect with 
Horrour, how many Ladies in England 
that now live comfortably | with . Huſ- 
bands, and are bleſſed wich a numerous I- 
ſue, had been ſhamefully diſcarded and ſent 


home, if ever ſuch an unrighteous Faſhion 


as this had got Footing among us. It ſeems 
to argue a great deal of Cruelty in the Men, 
B 4 that 


77 S „ 


have ventur'd to marry a young 5 
| Reporof her wn Fins an Reads, 2 fn 
quite contrary to our modeſt Expectations, we 
| have no Remedy but Patience, and Prudence to 
conccal ne mutual Infamy. If a Women bas - 
tei arens Deſire, em | 


4 


1 8 7 
that they ſhould reliſh no Pleaſure but what 
comes at the (7) Expence of their deareſt 
Conſorts. But it is my daily Prayer, that 
Providence will protect the free-born Wo- 
men of England, from ſuch bloody minded 
Huſbands. 

But tho? the greateſt Part of the World, 
are ſo extravagantly fond of Virginity, yet 
we find there are ſome People that have o- 
ther Notions of Things, Our Author ac- 
quaints us, That when one of Conchin mar- 
ries, whoſoever he is, be not lie with his 
Bride the firſt Night, but is obliged to give ber 
to a Bramino, who lies with ber, and that 
they believe this to be a (k) Favour, and a 
good Omen. I hope their Pariſhes in this 
Country are not of a large Extent, other- 
_ -wiſe the Prieſt has more Work upon his 
Hands, than he will go through with, un- 
leſs he keeps a Curate or two to. relieve him, 
when Marriages come in thick. The Hol- 
; en 105 our Conventicles, affect to be- 


thought 


6 i) Tis not fo an Anguiſh, but it may 
be 5A with; ef gr dy'd under the Operation, 
as ever] read of, and yet I have ſeen ſome hang d 

for deflouring Children of five and fix Years old. 
. The Cuſtom of the Country makes it not 
infamous to be prevented in the Virginity and if 
- their Ipnorance paſſes fo far as to make it a Matter 
ol Religion, the Prieſt I think has the worſt of the 
Lay, who ftands obliged to conſecrate it. 


„ 


have often wonder d that the Popiſh Cler 


55 Mankind, they i e it at firſt. 


[9] 


cat Pains-takers, and really de- 
me, for their Bands will teſtify 


thou ght 
7 the 


oy 


for them both in the Dog-days,' and out of 


the Dog-days, that they ſweat exceedingly. 
But, alas! what is this, if, confider'd. in 


the fame; Scales with the . Drudgery,. that 


theſe Prieſts undergo in their Miniſtry.” 'T - 


that ſtand up ſo ſtifly for the Divine Ri 


Kingdom, when they .voluntarily pay ſuch 
an extraordinary Tribute to the Church. 


*T1s. obſervable, that in moft Countries 
of the World this e perform'd 
by the Prieſthood, who, if they equally 
55 5 to the Power of Logfing, as theß 

o to that of Tying, they would have more 
Buſineſs upon their Hands than they could 
well diſpenſe with. Only in Tarkey, marri- 
ed People are joined together by the Cadey, 
or Civil Magiſtrate, and here in ey, nm in 


Oliver's Time If, a Juſtiee of 


0 3 1 ones 3 "whe L 
ene N ſecur'd every benefici: 
Office in their own Hands, and this Thing 
Call'd Matrimony, being likely to Fas long as 
ot that here 


ſhould afk the Prieſt leave to 


he Reta for 


18 any Reaſon why 
lie with a Woman, when ſhe and I are 
any more than my Neighbour.” 


* in marrying is — becauſe 4 Man 
| may 


of firſt Fruits, don't troop in Shoals to t is 


L w] 

the Reaſon alledg'd- -for it then was, that 
none was ſo well qualified to marry others 
as he, who, by his ce was impower'd to 
lay People by t the Hee , and put them 1 
the Stoc 

'As I have already y lien Notice, Virgini 
is reckon*d.1o effential to Marriage. in ſeve- 


ral Countries, that the poor Bride is inhu- 


manly diſmiſs d, and ſent home to her Re- 
lations, if ſhe be. found defective in that 
Particular z but, in this Author we ſhall 
find, that all the World is not of this Hu- 
0 . gu, The Ring, . of the 
- erate ty, He not the fir Nig of, 
5 Nies, Fg others, 7 Gm) yt 
| them bountifully. that will. give ae oh 
Trouble. Wich all due Rep pect to our Wo- 
men be it 1 hmbly conceive that 


poken, I 
one Lal, 4 , 4 the e Men ir in 


TY 


" A 4 


3 7 dhe 0 Gon tis Wie, 
and diſowyn her to her utter ion and Infamy: 
Boz God who knows the Heart Bund not by end + 


rr 


gagements without a Certificate. 5 
(m) Ever that receives a Favour & it to 
2 e om 


they might have it at eaſy Rates 
42 we b Dey more Volunteers 7 


= ; than Pre ien i the By # 


74A ly 


— - 
4 1 
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ſtom. If in Pegu it was a Drudgery, 
a Delight, and therefore challeng'd. b by their 
Lord. ki, never .reſign'd this Right, 


wt wo OG Te TPP WY Yo 
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this Kingdom, 12 they would ſpeak f 
Minds freely, muſt do their Wives this } 
tice, a8 to own that th fav'd them 
Porter? 8 Drudgery, . as a Monarch (not! in. 
feriour to Solomon for - ian) rightly 
call'd it. Our N ef: of Scotland, be- 
fore. they came to r 95 ro lle 
"the firſt Night with the Bride, N 50 Vaſſal, - 
but now they. haye ( flung up ſuch atro U 
bleſome Piece of State, and 5 Their TE 
nants drudge for themſelves. 15 
We IA at the Church of „and not 
without Reaſon, fot exacting n Ohe 
dience from her Sons 3 but. al what lig- 


nifes it to take a few. Articles Upon rhe, Cre- 


it of the Prieſt; but to take a ts as 

1 7555 tell Vs. 17555 do] in Muſcovy gr | 
er Places, without ſeeing er e or 

nowing what Defekts ſhe 115 ares. 1s 


Ne hard * the SubjeRt. | ven 
be 


ys Tu not that the J Neb Ve grown 
impotent or | virtuous : But the P of the 
Chriſtian Church, is. not conſiſtent with that Ga- 
here it was 


= 
but 

took it from em, as well as from us in 
— e ny OO; 


\ ** Jil [4 w 44 r Fu . [it 


- 


Z 
| be prais'd, that here in Zngland we are not 
| forced to buy a Pig in a Poke ; nay, there 
are ſome married Men in the World, that 
| were- as intimately acquainted with their 
Wives (o) before Marriage, as ever they 
were after. See now what it is to live un- 
der a Free Government, and to have Magna 
Cbarta on one's Side. | . 
Io conclude theſe Reflections, it is my 
hearty Advice, That all unmarried Perſons 
would chuſe themſelves proper Spouſes by 
the firſt Opportunity, in order to recruit 
thoſe Numbers that have been deſtroy'd in 
the Wars, and not ſuffer their Talents to 
lie buried in a Napkin; for which they 
muſt ſeverely anſwer one Day, And as for 
thoſe that are married, the beſt Way they 
can take, as I preſume, is to live as eaſy as 


they (p) can, and following the Council of 


(o) It is apparent from that, that after Trial of 
each other they lik*d one the other; and as a Man 
could have it but once, what matters it to the 
World, when they agree to take it, or loſe it. 
The Man was honeſt, and the Woman venture- 
ſom : But ſhe knew, that he that ſaw the Pattern, 

would be ſure to buy the Whole Piece. Þ - 
() Since we can't divine, what Pain or Plea- 
ſure Providence has in ſtore for us; we ought to 
make the Matrimonial Yoke as little gauling to 

OAT TO us 


--- 
Hobſon, the Carrier, ſo to mana 
ſelves, as not to tire before their Journey's 


us, as pollibly we can, and ſince we et not; We 


with Intentions of conſtituting each others Felici- 
ty, in Part at leaſt, we muſt prudently allow for 
being but bare Men, and the unhappy Sons of 4- 
dam, and therefore in all the Paſſages of our Lives, 
very far from Angels. But this I dare be bold to 
advance, that while we kick and in the 
Harneſs; we make the Draught but ſo much the 


more troubleſom. 


them» 


1 


Wenne CenpMonies; 


. 
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he In the e ts, even a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, it is ſet down in the ſecond Place, 
and therefore may be preſum'd, neither the leaſt 
nor laſt Reaſon for ſuch a tender Correſpondency 
as ſhould be ORR Wife, Since Na- 


* y l 


t 


Pr as ſoon as they ——— (3) 
Twelve Tears and à 7 
When the Marriage of two Perſons is W. 


ar many of the 7ews both 700g a0 

old get together in ſome covered lace, 
where the younger take ever one in their 
Hands an Earthen Veſſel.” The Marriage 
Contract is audibly read, and Notice given 
of the Day of Marriage, and it is alſo de- 
clared — the Party which ſhall not ſtand 
to what is agreed, ſhall pay the other ſo 
much as is concerted betwixt them. After- 
wards they wiſh all Happineſs to one ano- 
ther, 1 e 


— tes, no be 
— agreeable Means of ſatisfying em; an 
to engage us the more readily, ſhe has made em 


ane. 41418 i 2 


0) So early a 3 of OY Daughters, had 
Joubtleſs an Eye to the Neceſlity of preventing 
"Wo unhappy 'Mikeatriages, wh proceed from 
forward Delis,” and irregular Affections. For at 
| thoſe tender Years, they can hardly be preſum'd 

to have Prudence, Precaution, Carefulneſs, Diſ- 
cretion, or Acquaintance enough with the Affairs 


244 of the World, to be a wiſe Aſſiſtant to a Man in 


the more weighty Occurrences of his Life; yet the 
x indidg'd 124 fear of more del orable 


. 
Veſſels (c) on the Ground, concluding the 
breaking of them foretels good Fortune and 
Plenty. When they go away, there is one 
at the Door, that gives every one a Glaſs of 
Wine to drink, and - ſometimes Confits. 
He that is to bleſs the Marriage takes a 
Glaſs of Wine, which he (4) bleſſes, and 
having taſted it, gives it to the married 
Couple to drink, who afterwards go not a- 
broad for (e) eight Days, during which ma- 


bag ene 

ie) I mould rather imagine that this Ceremoi 
of carrying Earthen Veſſels. and breaking them, 
was an Emblem of the Frailty of our mere world 
ly Delights and Purpoſes; and that the ing of 


was not a Prognoſtication of their future re- 


licity, but a Sort of Imprecation, that whoever of 
them ſhould violate or break their Troth ſo ſolemn- 
ly plighted in the Preſence of God, and the Con- 
gregation, ſhould be ſo rended to Pieces by the 
| and Anxieties of the World, and the juſt 
Vengeance of Heaven, and be as vile in the Eyes 
of all good Men, as the uſeleſs - Shreds of thole 
Earthen Veſſels. „ 

(4) The Blefling of the Wine is a grateful Ac- 
knowledgment that we owe all our to our 
Maker's Bounty; and to ſhew us while we do our 
Duty chearfully, we may depend upon his proſper- 

ing all our Undertaki | 


() The Jews were always full of their Super. 


ſtiticus Ceremonies and Rites, which their Policy 4 
c 4 7 


4 * — - * - 3 
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ny young Men viſit the Huſband to divert 
him, and be merry with him. 

The Woman is obliged to waſh her ſelf 
in cold Water the Day before the Marriage, 
and the i 1s put into a Bath by the Women, 
who make agreat Noiſe, that every one m 
know ſhe is to be a Bride. Many of the 
Women ſing and dance in her Preſence, but 

that Levity'is not approved among thoſe in 
Tears. The Bridegroom ſends to the Bride 
the Matrimonial Cincture, or Girdle, with a 
Gold Buckle, the Bride ſends the like to him 
only with this Difference, that the Buckle 1 is 
* J Silver... 
The Wedding-day, the Bride is dreſs'd 
| e to her Condition, 1. e. as s richly 
West +4 ran} "as 


thoſe, which they had a; preſs Cond 
"God 1 rift by continuit 
us fo oners or ei m 

; mapa rt x hg 2m cannot unravel, 9 4 t 
their Familiarity with other Perſons,” "whi 7 
lay a Foundation of Jealowly, the worſt. Weed tha 
ever ſprung u up in Matrimon pe 
8 e der 

on om the Inequality of 
their Preſents, the Man does not do de Won 
more Honour in taking her to” be his Wife, than 
ſhe does the Man in admitting bim to be her Lord 
and Maſter: Much ef will fay it determines the 
—. 4 (eb when Fir and Jane, and 
| — than ſhe confers. 


1.19 


” ſhe can, after the Faſhions of the 


15 before her into a CO re her 
Head is dreſſed very fitiely, 
Women (g) ſing and dance in Her Fele 
to make her chearful, they eſteemiag 1925 
Ceremonies very acceptable to God. WIH 
the & reed is to wes the e 
blickly, four young Men car 
nh ſome publick Place, or. e „ 
the Solemnity is to be performed. - 
The Bridegroom accompanied with his 
Friends, and the Bride on the other fide - 
with many Women, and Thſtruments of 
Muſick, meet under the Canopy, and w_ 
one ſays, Bleſſed be be that comieh 
Sew wa Fees Times 10 1 
Bride, and takes her by the Hand, 
the Company throw (5) Corn wn 
with that ſaying in the Scripture Phraſe 
57 5 & ee ! 


1g 2 
n 
(e) Muſick, and Sing and 120 
ſuch , ng e 


ried Couple from any too deepand ſerious Reſlecti- 


ons upon what is ſo r and if Faw not : 


to be undone, for ſuch . 
Spirits, might be look d u 
148 Wien of © | calls, 

1 0 C in | 


n- 
ry; then ſhe is conducted by Women bo 


i, 


. 
In ſome Places with Corn, they throw 
alſo Money, me the poorer Fews pick 
up. During this Ceremony, the Bride 
holds the Bridegroom by the Right-hand, 
and it is neceſſary ſhe turn her Face to the 
South, for the Rabbies have left this writ in 
the Talmud 3 That if the Bed be ſo placed 
as to look to the (i) South, there ſhall be 
many Children. The Rabbi which joins 
them takes a Glaſs of Wine, and rehear- 
ſing the Prayers that are in the Mabzor, 
after he has taſted gives to the married 
Couple to drink. If the Bride be a Virgin, 
he gives her a narrow Glaſs, if a Widow, 
one (t) wide, and the Rabbi receiving from 
the Bridegroom a Gold plain Ring, calls 
Tome Witneſſes, and ſhewing it to them, 
aſks if it be Gold, Then he puts it 6n the 
Bride's ſecond Finger, and reads aloud the 
* | Contract of Marriage; after. takes another 
Glaſs full of Wine, and giving Thanks to 
God that the new married Couple have 
plighted their Troth, he gives it them to 
drink s : The | Bridegroom: Having 
525 £2074 aſe an 


© This i. f padde Quibble vet 9 ala 
Heat of the Meridian Sun, as if it promis'd a Auk 


in Procreation. | | 
* This is ſuch eie Ben, 2s the Poſition 


Bed; but ſomewhat more e 


21 1 


| 


drunk, caſts the Glaſs with all his Force 
againſt the Wall, or Ground, that it may 
break, in Memory of the (7) Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem. In ſome Places they lay Aſhes 
on the Bridegroom's Head in Memory of 
the Temple burnt, and for this very Cauſe, 
he wears a black Cap on his Head, as they 
do who are in Mourning. | 
The Bride has a black Cap too on her 
Head, to ſhew they are both afflicted for 
the Deſtruction of the Temple, even in their 
greateſt Rejoicings. The married Couple 
are led to a Banquet, where being — * 4 
Bridegroom is ob bliged to WEST a lon | 
the beſt he can, and at the fam | 
Egg and an . Hen dress d — 12 T_ 


(1) Wiſe Men will e Joys be too e- 
| ceſtive; for that ſhews a Levity of Temper very 
unbeſeeming the holy Ceremonies they are about; 
beſides overmuch Laughter is not ſo much an In- 
dication of Felicity as Fo lly : And nothing can bring 
ſo ready a Check to our ſwelling Mirth and Ala- 
crity, as a ſerious Remembrance of our * 
ence, and God's Judgments. 15 
n) Eggs are alimentitious, and deriote'a pro: 
lifick Quality. The Hen may give too many of - 
our Modern Wives to underſtand, that a married 
Woman ſhould be careful, loving, induſtrious, no 
Gadder abroad, but with Intentions of meliora- 
ting her + any! Alas i in n lawful W . 


4 


; 
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fore we Bride. He preſents her a ſmall 


Piece of this Hen, and preſently the Gueſts, 


as well Men as Women, ſcramble for the 
reſt, and tear it in Pieces wich their Hands, 
whoever gets the greateſt Share 1 is reputed 
the moſt fortunate of the Company; ſo 
they ſnatch from one another with Out- cries 
to make the new married merry. As for 
the Egg, which is raw, it is thrown in ſome 
one's Face, and if there happen to be a () 
Chriſtian preſent, he is not ſpared. This 
Egg is preſented firſt to the Bride, that it 
may be ominous for her beacing Children: 


as {ly as the Hen her Eggs. After theſe 
Diver ſions, the Table is ſpread with good 


Meat, and then they forget the (0) Temple 
and 


| Sh young Brood with indeed Nb and; 


when they are duly fed, to cheriſh, ſuccour and 
defend them; Nurſing their Children, being more 


eſpecially the 3 of the Women. 


( Differences in Religion always leaves a Bit- 
terneſs of Contempt upon the Parties, when theß 
meet together, and no Ceremonies are ſo holy in 
themſelves; but this Animoſity will burſt out even 


at the Horns of the Altar. 


of 12 We — generally more Maſters of ourtlves 
wean pe of our Entertainments, than w 

the We and Converſation has added freſu Fire 
to the boiling Blood: We firſt forget Religion o- 
ver the e of our * as if the Multitude 
or 


[2] 


and Jeruſalem. When t ave cat, th 

42 the Wedding hey jure gay © 2 
they ſay) by God himſelf. The moſt ho- 
nourable Perſon takes the Bridegroom by 
the Hand, he another, and ſo the reſt, till 
they all join in the Dance. The chiefeſt a- 
mong the Women likewiſe takes the Bride, 
and they join as the Men, ſo that the Dance 
is very lon ng ang] confuſed. The Wedding 
continues ſometimes eight Days, but it is 

expreſly . (p) forbid the Jes to invite an 
Chriſtian, becauſe | they believe the good 
Angels flee. their Company, and that the 
_ ones follow them. "£5.3 4 al 


or Magnitude of our Bleflings made us leſs indebted 
to the bountiful Hand that beſtows em; and no 
Wonder if we forget ourſelves; after. we * * 
ungratefully forgotten Gd. Ty 
(3) That mighty Antipathy betirees Jew und 
Ori 2 ian, keeps them always at an 
ariance at the . of their Hearts: And: 
tho? they could not but think their Temple defil'd. 
by the Company of Cbriſtiant formerly, and in 
ſome Manner ſtill: Vet their Policy does admit of 
Chriſtians at their Weddings, as being ſo rae 
Witneſſes of the Legiti of their 
which would be ſometimes appily call'd in De. 
ſtion after their Parents Deceaſe. However, moſt! 
of the Rites are Innovations, by the more modern 
Jews: For in the Beginning they ſent, — 
thema Wife, and went into her, G iT ens © 
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The Ceremonies uſed in the Mar- 
_. riages of CHRISTIANS. 


CHAP. 
The Cuſtoms and Ceremonies of the Ro- 


man Catholicks. 


0LIGAMY, (a) or the Uſe of ma- 
ny Wives, is common amongſt the 
e 2 but ſo ftrickly forbid the 

| Chriſtians, 


«(a) Tho? Polygamy \ was > indulg'd the Jews to a 
very wonderful Number, Solomon having no leſs. 
than 700, to which great Privilege we muſt add 


that of Concubines, whereof he had 300; yet tis 
remarkable, that till the fixth G from 


Alam, we do not meet with one ſingle Inſtance of 
it: For it is ſaid pathetically, that Lamech took un- 
to him two Wives. However, if it were a Sin in 
itſelf, God would have reprehended David for it, 
in other Terms than Nathan did in the Affair of 
Uriah, where the Prophet enumerates it as a fi 


Bounty of God to him, that he gave him his | 
ſter's Houſe, and his Mafter's Wives into his Bo- 


ſiomz therefore if it had been heinous, God would 
„ Rinnandt an Be 0h | 211.4, 0908 


[ 25 ] 
Chriſtians, that they can have only (3) one 
Wife on Pain of Death, and ſhe they muſt 
marry in the Church, and before the Pariſh 
Prieſt or Curate. All other Marriages con- 
tracted are declar*d invalid and clandeſtine, 
and the Iſſue eſteemed Baſtards, and alſo 


difabled Succeſſion. The Ceremonies in 


the Marriages of the Church of Rome have 
been preſcribed by Councils. That of Trent, 
for the preventing Abuſes, annuls all Mar- 
riages not ſolemnized before the (c) Pariſh 
Prieſt of one of the Parties, and therefore 
according to the Decrees of the Roman 
Church, as ſoon as they have reſolved a 
Marriage, the Prieſts of "hots Churches to 
which the Pariſh belongs ate obliged to 
make He Publication three ' Sundays, or 


n n ie 3. 
25 1 wiſe Man finds his Hahds full, nd 
rt full; his Head full, and his Houſe fall of 
one Wife, don't hedeſerve to be hang'd'for a Fools 
that will be troubled with two? | | 
(c) *Tis not that one Prieſt is more efficacious 
than another, or ties the eaſier Knot; N 9 
ſecure fo much Peron iſite to their Qure. 
U Publication is is of Benefitand: 
Security to the Parties: For by theſe Means many 
M may be prevented, which are very un- 
reafon ly concluded an by all Parties: The Daugh-- | 


e on one Hand, the/young — . 


IF 


[26] 


Feaſts next enſuing, that all the Pariſhioners 
having Notice of the intended Marriage, 
may declare to the Prieſt, if they know it, 
any lawful Impediment. 

When no Cauſe appears to hinder the 
Marriage, they are both taken by their Pa- 
rents to the Bride's Pariſi Church, where 
they mutually promiſe Marriage 
Prieſt, who aſks if they are —.— to be 
married, and if not ingaged before to others. 
This Ceremony is only a Preparation, and 
a Pledge to receive the Sacrament of Mar- 
51 2 or which no one can be releaſed but 


e Biſhop's Court, which condemns ei- 
ther Party in Coſts and Damages, and to a 
Fine, ae will depart from it, 

In ſome Biſhopricks after the Marriage is 


reſolved, they make ſolemn Promiſes be- 


fore the Publication in the Church. 
The Day before the Marriage, the be- 
trothed after Confeſſion go to receive the 


een and * Day kalen e are 
| | conduct- 


a tis no . be W how many Miſe- 
ries does it. :ereate-to both Families. But Pride 
and Covetouſneſs has kick'd it quite out of the Com- 
mon Practice amongſt the Nobility apd Gentry, 
nay, and even (the inferior ar 4. of Mankind: 
being a Sott of aiReproach'to- the married 

not to be able to buy a Licenſe: Tho' the-Papiſts 


| reckoning\Matrimony a Sacrament, * 


galar in their Adminiſtring it. 


beans the 
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conducted 0 Church, where the Prieſt 
when he has aſked their Names and Sur» _ 
names, demands of them if they are con- 
tent to be married, if they have made no 
ſolemn Vow or Promiſe of Marrrage to o- 
thers, if they engage to love and live faith- 
fully to each other? When all theſe Queſt» | 
ons are anſwer'd in the Affirmative, he 
bleſſes the Ring and thirteen Pieces of Mo- 


ney, which he gives to the Bridegroom, | ' 


The Bridegroom firſt puts the Ring on 
the fourth Finger of the Bride, ſaying, 
with the Prieſt, With this Ring I thee wed, 
and then giving her the Money, goes on, 
With ' my Goods I thee endow\; Libel) 
wich ſome Complement directed in the Ce- 
remonial, and afterwards the Prieſt” takes 
them by their Hands, ſaying to them, Er 
ego bonjungs' vos in nomine Patris, & Hu, 
S Miu Sandi, Amen. After which he 
ſprinkles them, and all the Company with 
Water: 4 
Aſter the Nuptial Benediction, the ne, 
married aſſiſt at the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Maſs, each * a lighted (e) Candle 


2 with 


(e) The Raman Catholicks having added this Ce- 
qo hg Tunber of they Sacraments, have 

uſtrated it with a great many Formalities anſwer- 
able to the reſt of he Tru of their Church; 
and have made it — — 
throw by the Superſtition. 
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with which they go to kiſs the Crucifix, — 
preſent Bread and Wine to the Prieſt, 
cording to the ancient Uſage of the Church, 
If they were never married before, two of 
their neareſt Relations holds a Cloth over 
their Heads while the. Prieſt recites the 
Prayers. 
When the Maſs is de the Prieſt pre- 
ſents the Church Regiſter to the new mar- 
ried, that they may ſubſcribe the Act of 
Matrimony which he has drawn up; after 
that, they all return in the Order they 
came. At Night, before they go to Bed, 
the Prieſt bleſſes the Bed it ſelf Where 
they are to (F) conſummate their Matramon 
N 1 
. moſt Parts of lich, the Marriage Con- 
tract is not made in the Church, but only 
before the Prieſt; then making the uſual 
Publications, they are married at Noah ech 
great Ceremony, ar before Sun miſe,” with- 
out Pomp or any Ceremony, the Bride being 
led ro Church by her on Father, if W_ 
or her next Relation. | 


65 


When 


77 Notwithtanding the Prief's' Goodies and 
9 Gui in conſecrating the Nuptial Beds, I ami of 
Opinion it makes the Sheets ne*%er a whit the ſmoo- 
ther, or the tumbling of them more Front or 
their Content more I | 9 5 


115 n ye 
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When a noble Venetian marries, a Day is 
appointed for giving the Ring to the Bride; 
whom they call the new married Wife, and 
the Function is performed in her Houſe in 
the Preſence of many other Nobles, their 
Relations and Friends that come thither, and 
are invited to an Entertainment. After 
this, they formerly uſed to let the Bride be 
ſeen uncovered in a Gondola, adorned with 
the richeſt Jewels, but now ſhe is to be ſeen 
in the Corſo, and in publick Places with o- 
8 Ladies, her Face cover'd with a Veil, 
and led by the (g) Bridegroom, ho may be 
freely with her in her Houſe, and then they 
receive the Sacrament at Church, and ſo 
conſummate the Matrimony; when the 
Bride's Houſe is open, and they have danc- 
ig the NR Part of che mater 41 05 
e The 


60 There are too many People whoſe Acquain-- 
tance with the Genius of their own Count 
makesthem not expoſe their Women to ſuch as A 
lick: View, as others their Neighbours do; and by 
this Reſtraint tempt more of them to be wicked, 
than peradventure would be ſo ; if bred up with a 
more indulgent, and leſs cenſorious Hand. And 
tho they know they ſeldom let flip an Opportunity 
of 4 kind, yet under theſe Circumſtances they 
will truſt them together: Becauſe, if a Man would 
endeavour any uncommon Freedom, he is ſure too 

be ſtabb' d. Not, but that the Woman too may 

reſtrain herſelf a little, rather than hazard [the Chu" | 
veniencies of her Cloak. 4 


30 „ 
The Sicihavs uſed heretofore to make 
the Contract, and receive the Nuptial Be- 

nediction in their own Houſes, and only re- 
ceived the Sacrament at the Death of one of 
them, but that is forbid by the Council of 
Trent; the Brides likewiſe went on Horſe- 
back through the City in great Pomp and 
Train, but that Cuſtom is laid aſide ſince 
the Invention of Coaches. Now after the 

Articles of Marriage are ſigned, the Bride- 

groom may converſe freely with his Bride, 
and ſometimes they live many Years in the 

State of (þ) Matrimony without the Offices 

of the Church, At the Marriages of the 
Country People they dance very much, and 
there is always a great Number of Gueſts, 
Relations and others, for they are obliged 
to regale the new married, when they have 
been entertained three Times. Their Feaſts 
are with bak d Meats and Rice- milk. . 


) The Hollanders do ſo: many Times; and 
have ſeveral Children before they paſs through the 
Formalities of the Church; nay, defer it ſometimes 
till the very Inſtant of Death: And the Children 
born in ſuch Familiarity and Cohabitation are every 
where look' d upon, and inherit as 74g 0-H So 
that the Benediction of the Prieſtly Function is. 
not thought indiſpenſably neceſſary to the making 
ſuch a Commerce not criminal: Tho* in other 
er they have wheedled Mankind into ſuch a 
* | a Fa 


— 


K. 

In France the Bridegroom, attended by 
his Relations and Friends, goes to wait up- 
on the Bride at her Houſe, to conduct her 
to Church, He goes firſt betwixt two of 
his Kindred, and is followed by all the 
young Men, who walk two and two toge- 
ther, the married Men preceding in the Ce- 


remony. The Bride comes after dreſs'd im 


her beſt Apparel, having on her Head a 
little Crown of white Flowers, or Pearls, 
and in ſome Places they appear with theit 
Heads bare, and their "Hat hanging down. 
Two of her neareſt Kindred lead 27 by the 
Hand, and ſhe is followed by all the Maid 
ens invited to the Wedding, in the ſame 
Order as the young Men before, every one 
having a little Crown like to that of the 
Bride. All the other Women then follow 
according to the Nearneſs of their Relation, 
and the Proceſſion ends with a Servant of the 
Bridegroom, or Bride, who carries the Bread 
in one Hand, and the Wine in the other 
which the new married are obliged to $12 
ſent in the Church. They return + from 
the Church in the ſame Order they went, on- 


ly they mutually change thoſe who lea 


them thither. 
In ſome Provinces, as a as 


they 1 


returned home from Church, they have 3 by 


Entertainment, * 15 their 7 HO 
Friends, 


« 5 ” 
= - , 
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Juncture; for it would not only look nigga 
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Friends, and Gueſts bring their (i) Preſents, 


and lay them in a large Baſin that ſtands 
before the new married People, the Vio- 
15 and other muſical Inſtruments play- 
briſkly; in others, they make their 
Preſcnts the Day after the Marriage, and in 
"74 again it is not * to preſent at 
a 
The Bridegroom ſits not down to the En- 
tertainment with his F riends, but ſtands be- 
hind the Bride, who is in the moſt honour- 
able Place, he being obliged to ſerve her, 
and ſee every thing accommodated for her 
in the beſt Diſpoſition and Order. After the 
Feaſt he leads her to dance, the young Men 
and the Maidens continue dancing, while 
the married Men and Women after a con- 
venient Time attend the new married Cou- 
ple to the Chamber where they are to lie. 
The 
60 This is more fri followed by ſome of 
private Capacities, and it is only a ſordid Wa 


7 up the common Charges of the Welk 


eaſt : For no Relation or Acquaintance will refuſe 
to make his perſonal Appearance at ſuch a critical 


and pittifully in them ; but give fe fame Find 


to all the Company to refuſe them coming, when 


they either married themſelves, or any of their 


Friends; tis a compendious Way of e 


what you have to truſt to on both Sides. 
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The Bride uſes (4) Entreaty before ſhe 
ſuffers her ſelf to be'undreſs*d, but wg 
little Reſiſtance, pretending to ſubmit to. -. 
Force, is delivered over to the Bridegroomt 
to conſummate the Matriage, and to gan; 
as they call it, her Dowry: In ſome Places 
the poor Bride has notthe Liberty to g to 
Bed when ſhe pleaſes, becauſe they teaze 
her firſt very much, and "oftentimes after 
ſhe has been lead' about all (1) Night, they 
give her in the Morning to her Bridegreom, 
who pays en e t e Bride: men for 
hes. 7 2 
The next Day che 2505 mulried receive 
che Complements of all their Relations and 
Friends, and 8 their Neighbours, 
n t 


00 What a formal Piece of Hypocriſy is this to 
trifle away Time in,  retarding what peradventuie : 
the only married for. x 

O This is a good reaſonable Practice; becauſe 
the nting the Woman down takes from her 
natural Vigor, and makes the Man a more equal 
Champion in the Liſts. In ſome Parts of Rate, 
the Bride and Bridegroom are put to Bed, and look 
up while the Company dance, and —— they have 
been in Bed about two Hours, the Company re- 
enters with 'a Sack - Poſſet or Hypocras; and all 
ſitting round the Bed, drink and laugh, and joke 
with the new married Couple: And this is . 
out of Complacency to the * to get N A. 
Breathing- While. 


i 


e eee eee Set ̃ uv T1] ee ee a ua 
* * * hd 
% 
* 


— 
— — — —— ꝗ—7—¹—-— — — 
FL = - » a 


[ 34] 


to whom it is cuſtomary to make ſome En- 


tertaiment. At Paris the Bride receives the 


Viſits dreſs'd, . n her Bed, and by 
Candle Lig he on] * — now the greater 
Part of — 4k 0 Quality there, privately 

marry in the Night, and without ar Cere· ; 


mony. 


The Spaniards (m) uſe in a manner the 
ſame Rites as the French and 1talians, but 
have beſides a Cuſtom which they retain 
from the Moors,, who were a long Time 


| Maſters of their Country, to expoſe to View 


the 1 the Marriage, out of a 
Balcony or Window, the Sheets in which | 


_ the new married lay to teſtify the Bride's 


Virginity, calling it in their Language, Za 
Verginidad de la Mucber. 
Formetly 


IN As the Spaniard is a very. tenacious Man of 


Whatever is a Cuſtom ; ſo we cannot wonder much, 


if he is proud of theſe Spoils, and expoſes the Tro- 


phies, theſe Enſigns of his Fortitude, nor. can I 


call them indecent neither, becauſe it was a Law of 
Moſes, and therefore from God himſelf. But ſince 


dere is no longer that Obligation of keeping their 


Tribes entire; the Spaniard I ſhould think might 
wave this undelightful Spectacle; " fox. admitting 
the worſt, there is not more Difficulty for a W 

man counterfeiting this than her Maiden-head:; 
So that this Oftentation is not a Proof of the Wo- 
man's Vir inity, tho? it ms a N one of, .. 
the Mens Vanity, rela] 


\ ; 


1 

Formerly the German married none but 
thoſe of their own Nation, to keep thlem- 
ſelves () free from the Intereſts of other 
People. They married not their Dangh- 
ters till arrivꝰd to a competentA 
young Men were backward enough in their 
Amours, from whence it came that th 
Children of two grown Perſons, and 
in their perfect Age, were large and r G 
They obſerve ſtill not to marry their Sons, 
but to Women that are luſty, vigorous; 
and likely to breed Children well. The 
Rites and Ceremonies of their Marriages, 
are like thoſe of other Nations in Europe: 
Only they have this Singular among them 
that the young Women which are marriage» 
able, wear at the Marriages of their Com- 
panions, Crowns of Gold or Flowers, whien 
are not uſed by others; All the Gueſtas 
make ſome Preſent of a jewel or Money, 


either Gold or Silver, which Offerings are 
put into a Baſin, ſet near the Bride, Who 


e enen 
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[36] 
f among the Women at Table, and this 
is always attended with ſome Words of Ex- 
cuſe. There are alſo ſome free Marriages, 
where rich Perſons are all the Expence, and 
others, where every one pays for himſelf, 
and theſe Entertainments laſt at leaſt three 
Days, during which Time, the new marri- 
ed are attended by great Numbers of Per- 
ſons, inſomuch that an Artiſan ſhall have 
oft-times more than Sixty of his own Rank 
that ſhall bear him Company, for the more 
he has, the greater Reputation it gives him. 
Perſons of Honour and Quality uſe to give 
the next Morning after the Conſummation 
of the Marriage, their Bride a Chain of (o) 
Gold, or ſome other Jewel, in Recompence 
for ber loſt Virginity, and this Regale or 
Preſent is call'd Morgengal, et n 
ive it as 6 con as they riſe b. 
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255 ee! $7 Phe of fome Men! laid the F oun- 
Ls for the Slineſs of ſome Women, to exact 
| what tt had not a juſtifiable: Title to. And one 
himſelf under a Neceſfity of following ſuch. 
a preju ery a rather than have his, Ho- 
nour or Affection call'd in Queſtion, it is now 
oeſtablith)d 2 Fraclice, that what with one Pre 
| ſent or other, the Woman has half her own For- 

tune back again in fix Weeks after ſhe ma e 
In the Beginning twas not ſo, for Women „ 


ways Pots, hue ev gel ll e 
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f any Woman marries a Man after the | 
* vo enjoyed by him, ſhe goes early to 
Church without any Muſick, and ſome- 
times, eſpecially in the Country, all the 
Neighbours having Crowns of Straw, ac- 
company her and the Bridegroom to Church. 
In many Places the Bride is obliged to re- 
nounce all the Rights of her Family, which 
is done by throwing Straw into her Parents 
Houſe ; and if the Bride cries not when the 
is married, that gives Suſpicion of her Cha- 
ſtity ; ſo to prevest ſuch a"Cenfure, many 
uſe Art to make Tears come. 

The Franconians obſerve in their Marri- 
ages to have the Bridegroom walk betwixt 
two Perſons, Drums and Trumpets going 
before, and the Relations and Friends fol- 
low him two and two, to the Door of the 
Church, where they ſtay and wait the Com- 

ing of the Bride; before whom ſome Sing- 
ers walk with many Maidens and after her 
follow a great Number of Women wearing 
long Mantles of black Cloth, which are 
faſtened about their Necks by Silyer But- 
tons, and conittact Marriage in 171 e 
of the Prieſts according to * of. the 
Roman Church. 81% Ene 5 Ic?! i 
In Poland, and eſpeaially-i in the Coun: 
tries of Pruſſia, Samogitia and Lithuania, 
the young Women do not marry "before 
the "Age * n. ＋ cars, or at Jeaft 


kf ga” iT 


[38] 
not. before they have wrought with their 
D own Hands Cloth and Garments to pre- 
ſent every one that attends the Bridegroom 
to Church. When the Father ſeeks a Wife 
for his Son, he conſiders neither nor 
Fortune, but only her ( Manners, whe- 
ther ſhe be of an agreeable Age, if ſhe has 
a Body likely to conceive and bear Chil- 
- dren. Having found ſuch an one, - ſhe is 
taken away by ſome of the. Bridegrocats 

Kindred, after which they apply for the 


Father's ent to e g the _— 
- Theſe 


WON How unhappy cn the E 2156 Ladies fin bo, 

if reduc'd tofo ſevereWork by theſe Pagan Inſti . 
tions; not marry till twenty Zoos Years of Age 
Why we haye many . are Grandmothers at 
that Age: And not to marry till they had 
ſo much Cloth, this is more execrable 

than Cother ; we ſhould not have em Wunden nigh 
ried in England in four and twenty Generations, 
4 ped the ee Mes rang ee. 


; 6 We 8 not have ſo. many bee 
Trials and Divorces, if our Parents would be thus 
wiſe, to incourage us to love Virtue, and the inward 
Riches of the Mind, and value a Won for her 
- Goodneſs, not her Knick-Knack-Graces. Beau- 
ty is a good Accident in a Wife, not always mate- 
rial; for a nice Appetite ſhews a weak Stomach, 
r effeminate, we muſt 
my Sauce. | 
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Theſe People retain ſtill many Relicks of 
Pagan Superſtitions; for in the Functions 
or Ceremontes of Matri 
the Bride go three Times round the Fire, 
then ſit — waſh) her Feet, and with 
that Water ſprinkle the, Bed, and all the 
8 that belong to che new · married 
Couple. They — the Bride's Mouth 
with Honey y, cover het Eyes with a Veil, 
and ſo lead her blindfold to all the Doors 
of the Houſe, which ſhe muſt ſtrike with 
her Right Foot. They throw Wheat, Rye, 
Oats, Barley, Rice and Beans at the Dbors; 
ſaying, Fhat the Bride ſhould never want 
any of thoſe Grains if ſhe continue to be 
—— in her Religion, and takes care of 
the Affairs of her Family. That done, 
they take the Veil from before her Eyes, 
and have a Banquet; but at Night, when 
it is Time to go to- bed, they dance and cut 
off her Hair, then ſome of the Women 
wrap her Head in a white Linnen Cloth. 
which ſhe may wear till ſhe have a Son- born, 
for till then ſhe is called a Girl. Laſtly, She 
is taken to her Chamber, here after being 
zocularly pinch'd and beat, they deliver her 
* her e who 5850 gre 6 tr) 


< 5 Al — at Weddings 1 a | ict ths - 
tention of promoting Leachery: Some do it more 
. 70 hey" A e 
[94008 21 


* 


mony, they make Tr. 


[40] 
Goat or Bear Stones together, inſtead of 
Sweet-meats and other Delicacies, which 
they are of Opinion, help Procreation,-and 
therefore in their Marriage Feaſts, they 
have no Fleſh of any Creature _ was () 
elt. 
55 In the Iſland of Gow, the Chriſtians that 
marry, never ſee their Brides but at Church, 
and without ſpeaking to them. When ſhe 
gives Leave, they go with a Prieſt ' to her 
at her own Houſe, where they make a ſo- 
lemn Promiſe of Matrimony. After. this 
the Bridegroom may viſit her, but he is 
not ſuffer'd to be alone with her. Indeed 
there are ſome, who will not be content to 
ſee their Brides in () a Church, where 
they kao w they are artificially dreſcd and 
painted, therefore go and obſerve them at 
a to view] "hem Ln n it is the 
3 Un £001 "1% | Cuſtom 


' 1 $11] { " : 3 


Part FO Mathematicks And thekspilblick Do. 
_ ings at Weddings do inflame other Deſires, and 
put that into ſome of their Heads, that otherwiſe 
would not have been. 80 one Wedding b 
another. 
oo For the fame Reaſon 1 il have no Meats 
oſe Nuptial - Entertainments, that were o 
: borned Beaſts: The Omen might 5 as good, and 
as infallibly happen. | 
(t) *'Tis a great Diſappointment to a fond 000 
to wake and find that an old ugly Hag in his Arms 
which he thought an Angel when he went to Bed. 


te} 


Cuſtom that after they are married, they 
never (u) paint nor dreſs fine more. The 
matrimonial Offices are ordinarily performꝭd 
after Noon, and then they go to Church in 
eat Splendor. The Bridegroom ſhall be 
ometimes attended by eighty or an hun- 
dred Men on Horſe-back, all fine and glo- 
rious, beſides the Relations and Friends of 
both Parties who aſſiſt there. The Bride is 
likewiſe accompanied with other Women, 
and many Litters, and little Coaches ful 
of her Relations or Friends, She is lead 
by two of her neareſt a-kin, as her Hu 
band is by two of his: When married, they 
are brought home in the ſame Order, wi 
the Sound of Trumpets, Cornets, and q 
ther muſical. Inſtruments, every one as they 
paſs by throwing Flowers, ſweet Waters, 
and Confits upon them, which are gather 
ed up by the Servants that wait on them. 
When they are at the Door of their Houſe, 
the new married enter with their Friends, 
and neareſt Kindred, thoſe which ſtay. be- 
AI te i an 44 $4 2 { | 
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(% When che Fiſh is caughtt anay with the 
Net. However this is pardonable, and I may lay 
ee ee r leaſir 
every Ys n you are 9 0 a. Huſband " 
your own. I wiſh, the Engliſh Ladies would fe- 
—— | 


| becauſe-it is the Cuſtom in theſe Countries 


the: Chamber provided for them. 
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| have done them, who out of Gallantry ride 


up and down in the Streets, and have tilt- 


ing with Lances of light Canes (being very 


ilful at throwin them) combating with 
Oranges and Lemons in Sight of the new 
married, and others that get into the Bal- 


_-- Eonies to ſee the Diverſions. That done, 


they all light from their Horſes, and are 
taken into a Groundroom, where they are 
treated with all Sorts of Fruits, and Sweet- 
Meats, and Wines. After they have ta- 
ken their Leaves, the Entertainment of the 
Relations begins, which never laſts long, 


to Bed before Sun-ſer: The new mar- 
withour other () Ceremony retire to 


„The Selavonians of the th of 80 
not in Alliance, but with Perſons 
t e o Ru, f 6. the Ko 


ce 


2 41 that A Ri the #6 gle gene 
made at putting the Bride and Bridegroom to 
1 think is very impertinent; and I might 9m 
added undecent too : For ſuch a Hurry of People 


pins and fixing, and d and jibing upon 


both into Diſorder 


and Confuſion; muſt have a ve 


Stock of Affurance, not to bluſh at ſo ma- 


95 . Railleries. 


ece of Policy has ever had happy 


.- ak 
with the Noble, inſomuch, that's Gentle. 
man cannot hope for a Citizen or Stranger; 
' becauſe he may not bring into his Family: 
ſtrange Blood leſs noble, which would 
to debaſe it. Therefore the Number of no- 
ble Families is ſo leſſened, that there ate 


fcarce twenty or twenty-five that havg , 


Government of their public Affairs. Hows 
ever, if any of the Nobility deſires for 
Intereſt of his Family, or for any other Nad 
to take a Foreigner to Wife, provided he 
be noble, and of the Country which e 
tends from Zara to Cattaro, and not other. 
wife, he may do it, and if ſhe have ⁰ 
—— 1 for bots 
A to the riages in the Country, the 
are thus regulated by a Decree, and particu- 
lar Laws, that — 2 — a 3 


Efbe, at the long Run: For it circumſcribes a 
| Man's Affection, and frequently reduces 


4% paniards are of this p 
Temper, which reduces noble Families in 
of Time to Beggary. In England —— 
the one Side, and — — makes a 


to 
lity. 13 much the more to be — 
as it partly heals up that mighty Breach which. 
mutual Pride creates between the Di met 
their Qualities. Nn fas 


„ + 
Ducats of Gold for the young Man, but 
that is not ſo ſtriftly obſerved, for there are 
many Fathers give their Sons Four or Five, 
Six, nay, ſo many thouſand Ducats as may 
- anſwer the Portions of the Wives they mar- 
ry. They make theſe Proviſions in (5) 
ready Money, and a Man is not allowed to 
ſee his Miſtreſs before the Contract be eſta- 
bliſhed, having then free Liberty to viſit ' 
her; but before their Marriages are actually 
ſolemnized they make no Preſents. When 
a young Woman is married, | ſhe may wear 
Silk for a Month to diſtinguiſh her from 
others, that wear only Cloth, and the 
Ladies ofter Marriage are obliged always 
to wear at the Feaſts a Cap lin'd with Red, 
1 them from (z) Tradeſmens 
Wies. 1 ' n eit! W 1 381 
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The 
1 00), Married People have one ſingular Advan- 
tage by this Ceremony: For as they may not al- 
ways receive ſo much as they expected, yet they 
have none of the Vexations of Law Suits, in forc- 
ing Parents to pay what they were but too forward 
in promiſing: And ſuch unhappy Diſappointments 
|] Have frequently tended to the Ruin of the young 
| Couple's Fortune, and the utter Deſtruction of 
| | their Peace at Home er 
ll (a) Such a Garb in England might be ſooner 
' prov'd convenient, than the Women brought to 
, comply with it. | 97 1: AER 
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CY This is the Benefit of the Englib, that with 
Servant Maid may hope to be's Lady, and g wait- 


Man of Quality does his W 


[45] 


The Flemmings, and their Magens 
are very ready to marry with Strangers, up- 
on any Overture: But among them it is a 
Thing of the greateſt Shame and Reproach 
for a young Man to marry an (a) old Wo- 
man, or an old Man a (%] young Woman, 
The common People never arrive to | 
a Gentlewoman, nor does one that is noble 
ever marry a Commoper, and it is never 
ſeen, as in France, that a Maſter marries his 
(c Maid, or a Lady her (4) Servant. 
Then Gentlemen diſtioguiſh in their Eſteem 
the heme Mit pts ng —_ _ 


637117 L F. $4 1 ** 43 10 2 Per 
505 thi hho be great Baulk to younger 
us, ſo to make it leſs Odious, we. 
have found out more Reaſons for Macrimony, than 
barely Propagation. 
(b) If a Man is pleas'd with bis. Wife; Luck a 
Diſparity in their Years brings a great deal of Com | 
ſolation to ſome of his Neighbours. 


Management, and a propitious 


$ 2A 


Woman, a 

2 Where a Lady is ſo beſvtted, n 
heft f upon one of her e Domeſticks, ber 
Shame is Puniſhment For ſhe dees not 


ennoble her Huſband by — 
eee opt wre.. 


{hag . ; | - 4 11 


%. 


[46] 
chem all equal in their Fortunes, and often 
refuſe their (e) eldeſt, when they would be 
glad. to 5 any of their other Dan, 


Er, ent 


_ 881 


The Cuſtom of the Lutherans, 


HE Lauben have their Narri 
ages celebrated in the Church after 
the "Manner of the Romanifts, and go thi- 
ther in great Pomp and Solemnity to re- 
ceive the Matrimonial (42) Benediction 
from one of mes Prieſts and Miniſters, 

. ; Argentina, and the 
„ Country round about, 
inGernitiny, common- When any young Man 


— 


' by known by the Name makes 1 he declares 


er His Affection to his Mi- 
el ey den r ſome other Way, after 
| 1 e 2 which 


11 : 1 


\ Many Mas 8 this Superſti- 
ton, of difpoſing of their Daughters according to. 
their Seniority ; for the Siſter I like beſt, en 
for ont to marry, not ſhe that Was horn firſt. 

e) H we may draw ſome Concluſions — . 
moſt every Family, firſt or laſt we ſhould not 
think the Benediction worth the Pomp: And tlie 
Prieſt that has bad the greateſt Dealings in the 


| conjugal — would find himſelf acl 


tal. 
which he goes at Night with ſome of his 
Friends, and a great Number of. Torches 
to give her a Serenade; and this being 
continued two or three Nights, if he looks 
not out at the Balcony, he may be ſatisfied 
his Gallantry is not accepted, and that he 
ſhall not ſucceed ; but if ſhe appear, he 
may then go and diſcourſe her in an Evens 
ing, but in the Preſence of her 3 
When the Marriage is agreed, if the Trum- 
pets ſound on ( Mondays and the 
they give Notice of a Marriage, 
Break of Day, and that it is of 1 Trade 
man, for thoſe Days are peculiar to them 
and the Gentlemen and Ladies are mat 
on the other Days of the Week. There 
are alſo ſome free Marriages, where all the 
Expence is defrayed by the neu married, 
Share. in others every one pays his (e) 
| hare, | 


09 The Reaſon of i Nice 
parent to me: For if they are 
that it is a Tradeſman, why; a a 
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In Saxony, when one of Quality marries, 
the young Gentlemen, with the Ladies of 
the Neighbourhood, go without being in- 
vited to the Wedding-Feaſt, which he is 
obliged according to the Cuſtom of the 
Country to prepare plentifully. The Gen- 
tlemen ſtrictly obſerve not to marry with 


Tradeſmens Daughters, or thoſe of the 


Commonalty, how rich ſoever they are, be- 
cauſe that brings a Difhonour' upon their 
Families, and if any one without conſider- 

his Quality marries a Commoner for 


Fg 


her Fortune, he runs a Riſque; beſides the 


Infamy, of being (d) killed by the other 
Gentlemen. mg; 

Among the Goths, Sweler and Danes, 
many Ceremonies are uſed in their Marri- 
s for . the Parents of the young 

$6: + #7] nn 


A "YE one's Friends, when it is done 


not at their Expence, and every one may _—_— 


2 8 that comes to pay his Club. 
Wk is is 1 their Reſentment to an un- 
Juſt ble Ou or if every Man was to be 
murder'd for an An 2rd Action, they would 
quickly repent of their Severi Beſides the Ho- 
nour being confer*d by the Fa er and not b the 
Mother; tis there that we ought' to be cu- 


rious: All wiſe Men valuing themſelves 1 the 


Children of ſuch Men, not ſuch Women; not 


but chat to be well-botn-on both Sides, is the more 


[49] 


Lady are inform'd of the Qualities of Bim 
that ſeeks her in Marriage, the Father pre- 
ſents her to him in theſe Words. 7 give yon 
my Daughter to be your Wife, to honour yo 
to take Part in your Bed, to have the Keys 

your (e) Houſe, and the third Part of your 


Goods, moveable and unmpveable. Then they 
add other Religious Ceremonies, attending 


the Bride to Church the Day appointed 
with a great Number of Torches, from 


which hang little Cords and Silk O Ribs | 


bons of divers Colours, 


When the B.ide is to be given to ber 
Huſband, ſhe goes to a Bath in Company + . 


of ſeveral Women, thoſe of her own Age 
goes before her, and carry in this Proceſſi- 
on, Veſſels of Beer or Wine, Cinnamon 
Sugar and Cakes for their Refreſhment rand 
Entertainment, When they come out 
they have all Garlands of Flowers, and on- 
ly the young Women ſup with the Bride, 
he COIs ages. * not, but with thoſe. 


7 . = 


WO /$he being a good Houſewife, is the next 


eſſential Quality to that of being a virtuous Wo- 
man: Though ſomewhat out of Faſhion of late 


Years, as well as the other... u 

Y Erom chis Decoration of the 1 we 
may probably conjecture, that we retain the Cu- 
ſtom of Wedding Favours, tho we have abolilh'd. 


the Proceſſion of lighted Tapers; as being a Rem- 
nant of Rome 1 15 prevaricated State. 


A 


7 


3 
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of their own Quality; and among 
common People, the 2 — and Friends 
preſent the Bride with a {g) Pig, Sheep or 
w, and the Bridegroom with a Colt, 
Dog, Cat, or eln "io 
JN Shy ee when 

ivonia isa great the Bride is le to 
Province of the ing- Chas ch, hm: a 

0 ppears 
pw / Poland with a Crown. on her 
Head of Silver gilt, and very high, and 
- all the Women and Maids walk before 
cover'd over in Mantles ang long ref OH 
genteely dreſs'd. 1 | 


the 


n 


CHAP. IV. 


. The 2025 and Ceremonies oY 1. 0 

er Calviniſts. | Bb, hes 

b T ER the Ceremonies ina 4 Colton; 

of the Lutherans, follow thoſe a 
among the Calviniſts of Geneva, the Datc 

and others of that nes, 


1 den 
f 1; Y 
45 Tho" there ee e HO 
in theſe Preſents to the Bride, yet a Dog, 7 Cat, 
and a Gooſe are not very good Omens I 8 
think: For to live like Dog and Cat 9 Rs. 
not what the Man propoſes ; and if he Expert po 


ding better, J amurehe is very: Gooſe, 


& Ty IV 2 1 19 


tal. NT 


'When' the Parties RE, conſented to 
marry, they join Hands, and plight their 
Troth before one, of their Miniſters, and 
drink. He. that officiates takes (a) two 
Glaſſes which he receives from them, mixes 
the Wine out of one into the other, and 
gives the Bridegroom's Glaſs to the Bride, 
and her's to him; after which the Bride- 
groom puts the Ring on his Bride's Fin- 
ger. But before they marry, the Miniſter. 
ought to ' publiſh in the Church the Bans 
of Matrimony three Sundays ſucceſſively, to 
Rao if there be any Impediment, and by 
ter this Publication they have a Licenſe 
from the firſt (5) Wik. of the Place to 


5 Ws marry. 
nee 6 0 * 
(a) The two Glaſſes ſbew boch 0 Panic ought 
to Var a Proportion to each other, in all the, 
Goods of Fortune: The mixing their Wines im- 
plies the myſtical Coalition in Wesen, of their 
two becoming one Fleſh ; the Exchange of Glaſſes 
is to give us to underſtand, that as one participates 
of, the other's Goods, the other ought reciprocally 
to receiys a Melioration in their Cixcumftances 
from the other. The Wine canties under it a 
Shadow of Plenty, Joy and Comfort. 
409 Every conſidetable Magiſtrate is as good 
an Evidence of the mutual Conſent of Paris as 
the Parſon of the Pariſh : But as the EN. 


_ glijh, the ſpiritual Parties have engroſs d the whole 


Emglument to themſelves ; theſe being not alto- 
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marry. Then the Bride goes to Church 
with her Relations and Friends, wearing a 
Garland of Flowers on her Head, and a 
Noſe- gay ſtuck in her Breaſt, led by two 
young Men of her neareſt Kindred, attend- 
ed by Virgins that follow, with the reſt of 
her Relations, Friends and Gueſts. When 
| ſhe comes out of Church ſhe is led to her 
Huſband's Houſe by her neareſt Relations, 
The Widows that marry have not the Gar- 
tands of Flowers on their Heads, but only 
the Noſe-gays, and are led by other. Wi- 
dos, their Coſins or Friends. 

The Inhabitants ofs; 
8  Frif i "ans; Friſia formerly 0 oh 
not after Riches, only 

a (c) beautiful and virtuous Woman, and 
of the fame Rank, ſo that often a Gentle- 
man that was rich warried a young Woman 
without Fortune, and only valuable for her 
Beauty and Virtue. Now they ſeek for 
e and (4) high Birth, as well as 0 
, ther 


gether ſo great Bubbles to Wade black e Have 
taken ſo much prudent Care as to divide the is, vane 
with their Ecclefiaſticks. © ©: | 
(ce) Tho' their Loves were not nhSoriarf] yet 
they were ſo wiſe-as to get the three moſt valuable 
Qualities, that ever could 4 prevail with a wiſe Man | 
to alter his Condition. 

-(4) N ot to en ſrom 5 des of a noble | 
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ther People. The Bride goes to Churcli 
with a Crown on her Head, a great Num- 
ber of young Girls going before her they 
marry after the Manner of the other Calui- 
niſts, and the Office being ended, entertain 
thoſe invited. Among 1 only the Re- 
lations preſent the new married, who eſ- 
teem themſelves - obliged" according to the 
Value of the Preſents: All Day they dance 
in the Bridegroom's Houle; to divers In- 
ſtruments of Muſick ; the next Day the 
Bride appears with her Head cover'd and 
gives all her Gueſts a Glaſs of Wine ta 
drink, or other Liquor, to ſignify ſhe is 
ome Miſtreſs of the Family. All "the 
Hungarians are of Opinion that he who; 
| D 3 marries 


Birth on the Woman's Side, 1 wiſh | many — 
but weigh the unhappy Conſequences of fach Uni- 
on, and the unfortunate, as well as very frequent 
Shipwrecks. in Gentlemens Eſtates; cis would de- 
ter a cautious Man from linking himſelf ſo une 
y.; for as Pride and Vanity, Oſtentation and 
erverſeneſs make up the general Eſſence of Wo- 
man, a Birth on their. Parts any ways ſuperior to 
the Man's Circumſtances muſt be his Undoing :. 
Becauſe what would be noble for a Gentleman's- 
Wife, would be but very mean for an Earl's 
Thus the neceſſary Port of ſuch a, 

Woman's. fear aa muſt ſink a private Man's. 
Eftate, tho” conſiderable in itſelf; for Vanity Mi 
9 that dies in a Woman. 7, Had 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


[ 54 ] 


marries not a Virgin, ſhall never have 


Happineſs in his Marriage, therefore they 


{carce ever marry Widows, whoſe Condi- 
tion is odious to them, Beſides, if after 
Marriage they know their Wives have been 
in Love with (e) others, they not only loſe 
their Aﬀection, but that often makes them 
reſolve their Death, | 3. 101497 

The great Perſons. in Hungary. marry 


| thir Sons very young, and oft from the 


Cradle conclude their Alliances, for the 
maintaining (7) Friendſhip; and when 
their Sons are arrived to an Age to conſum- 
mate the Marriage, they are obliged to ob- 
ſerve what their Parents have contracted 


for them, to prevent Diſguſts of very fatal. 
Conſequences. 24g | | 


In 


(e) Indeed it is hazardous for a Man to ven- 


ture on a Woman, whoſe Affections have been 


pre· ingag d: Not but that ſome Women have 
prov'd very good Wives, that have been very deep- 
ly concern'd with others, before they were ac-. 


quainted with their own Huſbands: However, it 


is a Circumſtance that one would' not willingly 

meet in the Perſon one deſigns to marry : And | 
Reaſons are very many, and very obvious. 
Whatever ſpecious Pretences they haye # 


expect an Advantage from fuch ' Alliances, we 


rarely find in Kingdoms at leaft, that it has any 
Influence: For our own Intereſt generally out- 


| weighs all the Power of Conſanguinity. © © 


1 


In Scotland the Lords of Towns and Bo- 
$ had a Right to lie the firſt Night 

with the Bride their Vaſſal, but that is noc 
out of Uſe, and the new married buy it off 
by a Sum of Money, to Which End they 
have a Law aboliſhing that Privilege. | 

The Jriſb ſeldom - marry but with Verba 
de Futuro, and almoſt never with Verba de 

Preſenti, whence (g) Sepatations are ſrę 
quently ſeen for the ſmalleſt Cauſes,” fle 
Huſband ſeeking a new Wife, and the Wife 
another Huſbind, ſo that a certain and;trug 
Marriage is not to be known during Life 
Hence ariſe Controverſies about the Poe 


fions of their Eſtates, Murders and mort 

Hatreds. The Women that are turn'd 5 
and forſaken, go to thoſe eſteemed Witch - 
es, who they think are able to make the 
new Wife barren, or bring upon her dan- 


gerous Maladies. The Women preſent 


their Lovers with Bracelets of their own _ 
(b) Hair. The Irie that inhabit the 
| WIR 4 4 Meer 


ie ee to take. 
rack Words, or pas that the ſmall gh, per | 
Oeconomy d end in ara tion nd 
fuſion, Malice. and Bl 2 af Con 
G) Several Nations have 1 * 60 far impos'd 


upon, as to i ror Wk 2 


a Lock of Har; ; 
ſuch Amulets ; and ſho 


LIES OTE 
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Mountains, marry their Daughters ſoon af” 
ter they are paſt (i) ten or twelve Years 
of Age. 
Kr. V. 
The Cuſtoms and Rites of the Greeks. 
HEN the Greeks marry, the 
Bride is obliged to let her Huſband 
ſee (a) what her Fortune is; and the 
Bridegroom to do the like; and this in the 
Preſence of many Relations and Friends; 
the Men ' fitting about a long Table, the 
Women on Benches raiſed behind it, like 
an Amphitheatre. When the Bride re- 
ceives the Preſents from the Gueſts, and 


their Relations, ſhe fits with a gilt Crown 
| On 


Livery of Seifin, by a Tig of a Tree, for an 
Een lawfully purchas' d. 

(i) How many of the Engliſb Ladies would 
vote for ſuch an Act of Parliament, they would 
throw up Magna Charta for it. 

(a) Almoſt as many would oppoſe this Proceed- 


ing, as that of being confin'd to a Cloiſter : For 


as it would prevent a Multitude of unhappy 
| Cheats, ſo it would reduce a very conſiderable 


Part of both Sexes to deſpair of ever being mar- 


ried, but upon ſuch Terms as they would not ac- 
cept of. | 


0 


0 
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on her Head, in the midſt of the Ginecco 5 


that is, the Womens Chamber. All that 
are there, after they have drunk Malmęſie- 
Wine, and eaten = Sweet-Meats, go 
to take the Air, and return at Night to 
Supper; and the New-Married lie toge- 
ther, without other (5) Publication in the 
Church, as the Roman Catholicks uſe. 

The next Day, if the Women find in the 
Bed any Signs of a (c) Lolt Virginity, 
they make a great Feaſt ; but when that ig 
wanting, they ſay nothing, the Bride- 
groom ſending back the Bride to her Re- 
lations and Friends: And if the Magiſtrate - 
be a Turk, he is engaged by ſome Preſent, 
not to force him to keep her. Thoſe Greet 
Women that marry any Frenchman, Italian, 
Spaniard; or Turk, are excommunicated far 


ſome Time; that is, not admitted to Acts 
of Communion, ; but they may, inethe 


mean time, be preſent at the Offices of 

the Church, © 
The Tran/lvanians and Wallachians take 
the young Women by Force from their Re- 
'D 5. ne tions 


- 1 1 


60 When all Parties a are fully agreed, what has 
the Prieft to do any farther ? Let 'em een 80 to 
Bed, and do their Beſt. 

(6) Having taken Notice of this in the Intro-. 


duction, it will be ſuperfluous to repay any 7%, 


mor e upon it here. 
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lations Houſes, and do not marry them till 
after they are (d) deflower'd: And alſo. re- 
pudiate them, and are divorced, for. the 
ſmalleſt Cauſes. . _ 5 

When a Maſcovite will marry his Daugh- 
ter, he chuſes a young Man to his own lik- 
ing, to whom he offers her with a Portion. 
If he accepts her, the Father treats with his 
Relations. The young Man may not ſee 
his Miſtreſs, before the Day of (e) Mar- 
riage 3 but his Relations earneſtly enquire 7 
ſhe have any (7) Infirmity. The Mother of 
the Bride makes the ſame Enquiries of him. 
The Wedding-Day the young People. are 
plentifully entertained before married, toge- 
ther with their Relations, and the Prieſt, and 
then go toChurch. As ſoon as they are there, 
the Prieſt aſks for ſome Bread, according 

1 01 FY 5-44 * _ to 

(4) As their firſt Force is repugnant to the ge- 
neral Complacency, uſed to young Women we 
love: So their Proceeding afterwards is more ge- 
nerous than accountable: And what does not hap- 

en ſo frequently in the more polite Part of the 
orld: And therefore no Wonder if trivial Cauſes 
occaſion a Separation afterwards. 

(e) Tis the Portion here determines, the Man; 
and he binds up his Hands to he knows not what 
for a Mortal. F eh ne 

Where Lovers, if we may fo call them, 
have ſo ſlender a Knowledge of each other, tis 
but common Juſtice to grant them a Writ of In- 

i Iz 2 JOE 


quiry at leaſt. 
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to Cuſtom; and when he has it, performs 
the Offices oſ joining them. He ſpeaks 
firſt to the Bridegroom, and demands of 
him, If he will marry that young Woman 
there preſent? If he anſwer, Les; he aſks 
farther of him, Whether he will treat her 
ill in Words and Deeds? To which the 
Bridegroom anſwering, No; he demands 
of the Bride, It ſhe will marry. him, go- 
vern his Houſe. and be always faithful? 
When ſhe has. anſwered, (g] Yes, they 
have both Crowns of (h? Wormwood {et 
on their Heads, and he gives them the Be- 
nediction. Then he drinks their Healths 
in a gilt Wooden Cup, in which the mew 
married likewiſe rink and the Cup is 
thrown to the Ground, and breke, and 
trod on, with Imprecations by 
groom, Let them be ſo trampled on, and 
confounded, that maliciouſly endeavour to 


the Bride 


create, ill Will, and do ill Offices betwixt . 


s. . ee bear gn wn to 


. \ 7341 


1 It nl ee that all 
wy promiſe in the Affirmative! do not keep their 

ords an ay more punctually, than ſome then 
cole in ure; and that a Man may avealily . 
find a Cuckold in thoſe Parts, as in Cheupſd .. 

6 It is peradventure to inculcate to the ne 
married Couple, that every Felicity has ſame Al: 
loy ; and if Matrimony be ſomewhat bittet ãn the 


Mouth, tis wholeſome in the Stomach. | + 


[ 60 ] 
their Wives, as long as they are well-pleaſ- 
ed, upon very (i) light Occaſions 7 are 
divorced, and repudiate them; as they may 
do for Barreyneſt: * In which Caſe, the Huſ- 
band having continu*d fingle fix Weeks, 
may afterwards marry again, Widows may 


marry a ſecond Time; but the () third 
nt; their Virtue in queſtion. 


CHAP. VI. 
The Cuſtoms and Rites of the Abifſin ines. 


HE Schiltnatieal Chriſtians of abs 
1 Kingdom of the Abiſſines have ma- 

y Wives; and every one marries at Plea- 
ſure, without Scruple. The Men are obli- 


1 i The Civility of their vage proceeds "OI 
| the Love the Men bear themſelves ; ; for he can 


never love a Woman very well, that can reſolve 
to 2 with her upon every Occaſion. 
t) A good conſcientious Woman will be apt 


ts think theſe hard Lines: For fince ſhe married 


to have à Huſband at firſt, and Death had fru- 
ſtrated her in the Poſſeſſion of het Joys; if a ſe- 
cond Time his icy Paws put a Period to her Fe- 
city, why ſhould ſhe be left inconſolable? This 
is to add Affliction to Affliction, and encreale the 
Sorrows * the N ; 
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ged to (a) preſent their Wives, inſtead of 
receiving Portions with them. The Cere- 
monies us'd in their Marriage are theſe; 
the Bridegroom and Bride fit before the 
Church-door, while three Prieſts walk three 
Times round them, ſinging Alelgja. Then 
they cut off ſome of their (5) Hair, which 
they dip in Water ſweetned with Honey; 
then lay the Bridegroom's Hair on the 
Bride's Head, and hers on his Head, and 
ſprinkle both wich Holy Water. After 
this Ceremony, they haye a great Feaſt, 
and attend the new married Home, where 
yy are ſhut up a 00 TONE, 7 

2 > Wife 


(a) elne of having r fy Wives wad 
'em but ſo many under Spur-leathers of 1 
tion, and therefore worthy of ſome Gratui ale 8 
where a Man is to — but one, t. oman 
ought indeed to bring a orcgn Amends, 
the Loſs of his Liberty. bu wake 
© (5) This Ceremony of Exc 
is but another Fancy of the ſame 


tention, with 


r 


mingling the Bride and Bridegroom: $ Wines; Ho- A 


ney is à Figure of Plenty. 

( So r muſt 
needs be anxious to the Man and Woman boch. 
A leſs violent Neceſſity of indulging the conjugal 


Tendernefſes, might give the Parties Hope of 2 
more comfortable —— Bras For when a Man's 


eager Joy relents, Shame and Hatred — 2 


* 1 « + 
1 1411 2 
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Wife goes abroad, ſhe has her Face cover- 


ed with a black Veil, and that ſhe weags fix 
Months, unleſs ſhe be ſooner with Child, 
Some others uſe the ſame Ceremonies,” and 
alſo Incenſings ; and the Prieſts diſcourſe to 
the new married, of the Indiflolyableneſs 
of Matrimeny ;. and then, give e the 
Communion * Being, .; | 


CHAP. vn. ſen 
The Ceremonies of the dae 


. E N fs Copticks, who are e Schi. 
matick Chriſtians, the Native In- 
habitants of Egypt, marry, the Friends and 
Relations of the Bridegroom- firſt wait up- 


on him, then the Bride, and thence” to 


Church, where they are married, having 
many Torches, and lig Shted Candles; fing- 


ing all the Way Helis m the Language 


of the Country, and ſtriking little Ebony 

Tables with certain Hammers of W 

3 e them. en, for 1 <> Thi 
2 28 ang: AN WJ. 


# '1 4 4; 


353-1 11 


lated Defire; bs Sean ala 1 0 


equally po werful in the Aﬀairs of Love, takes hig 
— for a Diſlike of her Perſon, and ſo ei- 
ther pines away with Confuſion, or fages into Con- 


| * and an — Animofity 
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This Ceremony: is ordinarily after the Mid- 
night Prayer, or, as the Raman Catholicks 
140 Mattens. eine come to Church, 
they take the Bridegroom. into the Choir, 
koh the Men fir, and the Office is ſung, 
and the Bride is ſet among the Women. 
Then the Prieſts and 2 begin ſome 
Prayers, with. Hymns, which. laſt a long 
Time; and 4 — A5 7 End he. that offict- 
ates, goes near the Bridegroom, reads to 
him three or four Prayers, and ſigns him 

with che Sign of the (a). Croſs at the Be- 
5 aad Endrok every one; then makes 
it down on the, ad. is Face 
cr 5 to the (5) Faſt, and holdi a Sil- 
roſs over his Head, he holds it there | 

cll the Prayers are ended. 

While this is done in the Choir, the Sa- 
criſtan having plac'd a Seat without the 
Choir, makes the Bride ſit down with one 


of her neareſt Relations, and che Prieſts 
conclude the Prayers in the Choir, Which 
are called; Le Oraai oni di Node. He that 
officiates, dreſſes the Bridegroom in a long 
0 _ dampen 2vok ER aig} to his 
a ch n 12 Ancles, f 


| ah Emblematicall ally gh ns it may "grove, 
conſidering what Work he is about 


(b) For fome ſuch like Reaſons, if riot the very 
fame, as we build our Chancelk towards the Eaſt. 


() Under ts es repeating le Hows 


+. 
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Ancles, binds his Reins with a Girdle, and 
puts a white Cloth on his Head. Thus ha- 
bited, leads him to the Bride; and placing 
him near her, covers them both with the 
(d) fame Cloth ; laying their Heads toge- 
ther, anoints both their Foreheads with (e) 
Oil, and the Joints of their Hands. Then 
he joins their Right Hands, and reads a- 
Toud to them the Exhortation which con- 
tains the Duties they are mutually obliged 
to; and with theſe Prayers and Ceremoni- 
es, concludes the Solemnity of the Marri- 
age ; which is called, I Incoronatione delli 
Spaß. Then follow the Lauds ; after 
which, Maſs begins, and both communi- 
cate; and that finiſhed, they are accompa- 


nied home. 
C H A P. 


of his Affection, and an incontaminated Defire ; 
and that they do not enter upon it out of Wanton- 
neſs, to ſatisfy their carnal Luſts and Appetites, a8 
the Engliſb Church admoniſhes. - 
(a) This myſtically implies, that they muſt now 
; . under one, and the ſame Roof; and conceal 
esch other's Failings from the Eyes of the World. 


(e) The Uſing of Oil, repreſents the ſame 
Thing = the Wine, and the Corn in other Coun- 
tries, or what is equivalent? This is hoped to be 
the Oil of Gladneſs; Corn, Wine and Oil, im- 
plying all the Comforts and Felicities of Life. 


a 


[ 65 ] 
CHAP. vm. 


De Rites and (Ceremonies of the 
| Sabeans, RAT 


HE Sabeans, or the Chriftians of 

; St, Jobn, that live on the Confines 
of Perfia, next Turkey, may have two 
Wives according to their Law, which 
ſeems to be a Mixture of Chriſtianity, Tur- 
ciſm, Fudaiſm and Paganiſm. The Cere- 
monies of their Marriages/is very ſhort. 
The Parties meeting together at Church, 
in Preſence of their Þclations and Friends, 
the Miniſter makes the Bride-ſwear be- 
fore the Woman that ſhe is a (4) Virgins 
after which, his Wives () ſearch her, 
and make their Report. Then the Mi- 
niſter baptizes both; and making them 
| | | r 1135.9 T0 HRS dun 


7 


44 


(a) We are happily freed from ſuch an Im 
tion: Not but that with an equal mental Reſerva- 
tion, as ſome Women have about Love, Honour 
and Obey; they might with a fafe Conſcience 
ſwear to their Virginity, tho' they bad had Eleven 
Baſtards, as to the Duties of a good Wife. _ 
. (6b), Tho” 1 to 5 
to prevent any unhapp equences 
tion of tot Nature? the malt land che Searth 
too. 5 5 


[66] 
turn (c) Back to Back, reads ſome Prayer, 
and ſo they are reckaned married, and 


carried back to the Bride's Father's, where 


they feaſt according to ne Cuſtom of: the 
Country. 1 


The Miniſters have the ſame Liberty 
to marry, as the Laicks, (d) two Wives, 
and their Sons, if Sixteen or Seventeen 
Years old at their Death, ſucceed in the 
Miniſtry; for Want of whom, the next 
| * have that 2 0 


8 


(e) This is a very 6dd Whim indeed, and if it 
de not in Imitation of Fans, or mean Circum- 
e 1 e e- 
cation. 


Mr. Theſe Wafer 1 indeed much the Ad- 

of ours ot wonderfull of the Prieſts of 

he urch of If their Eccleſiaſtical Pre- 

ferments were all of them equal to this Privilege, 
* would be min e to _ _— 


- * : 
4 7 * : a . 
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reaffane and Others. 
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with wy 3 cal +: Gangie i 
ſtians of St. Fobn, cele- * Country in As 
brate their my get in lying between the 


2 8 f the Be, —.— eln 


ſhop or Prieſt be not in ö 1 424 
the Church when they —— 222 


go to be married, which a roomy 
is done-upon fudden 8 
ſolurions, 1 . 


1 Boſphorus, and the Fens 9 of Mord, on 45 


Eaftern Shore of the Euxine Sea, for goo Miles ; a 
reaching 200 towards the Narth, 


TtoATAfaM | f has 


[68] 
has two (4) Crowns, which he puts on 
their Heads, with- theſe Words, uſed ac- 
cording to the Perſon, Let the Servant of 
God N, be crotmued by the Servant of God N. 
Then he ſews their (2) Cloaths together; 
gives them. a Glaſs of Wine, of which 
they both drink; and cutting the Thread 
ths held the Garments, all the Ceremonies 
of their Marriage are ended, though no 
Conſent be then declared on eithef Side. 
The Circaffians uſe no other Ceremony, 


' than only the Promiſe which is made be- 


fore Witneſſes to be faithful, and not to 
take another Wife as long as the firſt lives, 
unleſs compelled 2 117 (e) weighty Mor 
tive. 1 


be To * them Mite is ES : 

(5) This can be no other than a Repreſentation 

of that ſtrict Union, that is now made between 

We Virtue and Power of the Prieſt, 

enever a Man is inclining to be willing 

to 2 from his Wife, he rarely wants Wit enough 

a- Reaſon or Motive weighty enough. too. 

G55 Benefit accrues by this Liberty, viz. That the 

Wife is oblig d to carry herſelf very dutifully, for 
| Fear: of . a Motive. 
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MARRIAGE 


[ 69 ] 


MaRRIAce CnRmMONIES; 


| 'As now Used in 41. 
PARTS of the WORLD. 


1s 
$\ K 


af . 


ai. 


— emen r. — 
PART U A 
The Fires obſerved i in 3. 155 


Ses of the Mahometans. - 


IG the Turks I — 155 
ful Wives, and as many more 
1 „Slaves ' nay, as many as they can 
maintain. Thoſe Slaves are free, by whom 
have a Son; nor can their Maſters 
ſell them any more, but may give them a- 
Way. All their Prieſts may marry, except=. 
ing the Dervi/es, that are like the Religious 
ini be Church of Rome. The Turks may 
turn away, and take their Wives again 
four Times; and may not only marry thoſe 
who are Win to them, but the neareſt, 
i *nobts! ati 2% 9113} TECH AU " conchiding,” 


[5]. 
5 a double Tie makes the F riend- 
ſhip (2) ſtronger, When they have a Mind 
to marry, the neareſt Relations on both 
Sides meet together, to agree the 5 — 
the; Huſband. {ball give his inte 0 
for Parents give (5) nothing to theirDaugh- | 
ters; as was alſo obſery*'d among the Cbri- 
flians of the Eaft: This being done, the 
Man, ſends the Father of his Miſtreſs, or 
her next Relation, the Sum a _ Pi chat 
Part may be laid out in Cloachs and Hou- | 
 ſhoid-Furnirure, according to the Quality 


of the. Perſons; and the reſt left in her 
Hands, or het Relations; without whoſe 


cone che n Never Pr 10. 
n& che en never pr end 800 


27 8 7 iy" OO IF JA ig [I AS 


(a) They may imagine that according to our 
old Proverb, The nearer a-kin, the deeper in: But 
this is poſitive, that if their mutual Affecti 
not great enough to conſtitute their Felcity "the 
Nearneſs of their Relation will have little owno Ins 
fluence,; But rather on the contrary will make the 
Breach ſo much the pam for the ſweeteſt Wiew: 
make 

(b) Thi makes' Women ce re; able only for, 
themſelves 3' whereas a great Fortune ; Expoſes 
Woman to dae Trearbery of thoſe who are 7 
about her; and ſuch elandeſtine Matthes yy 
meet with any Content. For he that \runis 
with a Woman only, becauſe her Fortune 7 

| the Ruins of his Eſtate, having n other, 

— eons than what ſhe has, he ſeldom re- 
gards what ſhe is. 


2s 1 
poſition thereof. However, moſt E athers 
contribute to the Charge of their Marri- 
ages. And that Things may be done with 
the greateſt Decorum, the Care of all the 
Preparation is left to a Friend of the Bride · 
groom, who is call'd Sageis. T 

The Bride continues always cover'd eight 
Days before Marriage; and ſhe is not to be 
| ſeen otherwiſe, ſo much as by the Relations 

of her intended Huſband, who goes about 
all the while, with a Friend, inviting his 
Relations and Friends to be at his Weds 
ding. Thoſe that are invited, ſend, their 
Preſents the Day before, according to the 
Degree of the Perſons: And the ſame Day 
the Bride (c) bathes, and is. waſhed hy 
two or three Wawa, with great Care: 
Which Action is ſo ſolemn among them, 
that when ſhe goes to the Bath, her neareſt 
Relations walk before her, with lig met, 
Torches in their Hands. BY Means of 
Duſt, which they call V. they make 
9 Hair of ny "Bride ( ) red. Hr s allo. 


"W743 > 
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= 
II [157 9 2 "1 2 


(0 Bathin ing is 1 frequ uent amongſt, the Turks, 
upon every ccaſion,. as 2 wall civil, as, religious, | 
hit it would be wonderful. if they had omitted it 
in theſe Solemnĩties. We: 

' (4) No Colour is more Floris, tho⸗ e TY 


more delightful. Moſt of the e IPO were, 


1 30 ot 15 Die r Y 2 


[72] 
her Nails, the (e) Palms of her Hands, 
her Feet, and her Heels. (21 

The Marriage-day being come, the 
Bridegroom ſends a Preſent to the Cadis, 
or Judge, deſiring his Advice about the 
Dowry he gives bis Bride. That done, 
the Sagois, his particular Friend, accom- 
| 1 by all the Gueſts, with a great 

umber of Muſical Inſtruments, Drums, 
Pipes and Trumpets, goes to the Bride's 
Houſe : Being come thither, he is intreat- 
ed with his Company to fit down ;' and 
after a Banquet, the Bride's Father takes 
her by the Hand, and delivers her to the 
( Sagois, who preſently fets her on 
Horſeback, and carries her to the Bride- 
groom's Houſe : All the Relations and 

TOE 1673 | Gueſts 


100 5:03 ' 
ff 


of Qpinion,. that yellow Hair was moſt beautiful z 
and we ſee tlie beſt Draughts of Venus are with yel- 
low Hair. But to make that and their Nails quite 
red is merely, becauſe it is ſome Thing charming 
amongſt them, and therefore thought as neceſſary 
as it is ornamental. 

(e) The natural Beauty of a Hand, when you 
have paſs'd by that of its Shape, is to de Red with- 
in, as it ſhould be White without, and as a little 
is beautiful, they conjecture, that to be * 
Red, is to be ſo much more beautiful. 
| Here Nature ſubmits, to, Policy, the F ather 

ſurrenders to the Magiſtrate, and he becomes her 


crit Parent, and diſpoſes of her. | 


[73] 


Guetta follows hee.s and, wit 


and Horſes that carry the (g) Furniture. 
The Bride rides with a Veil over her Face, 
and an Umbrella over her Head; havi 
on each Side her Servants, Chambeamac! 8 
and Nurſes, that lament the (5) Loſs of 
her Virginity. In the mean time, ſhe ſa- 
lutes all ſhe meets by the Way, bowing her 
Head; which Women may never do, on- 
ly on that Day. | 
When ſhe is come to the Bridegroom's 
Houle, ſhe gets off her Horſe, and he re- 
ceiving her, carries her, with the other 


Women, into a Chamber diſtin& from that 


of the Men ; where after Supper, the Ball 
begins. When every one is withdrawn, 


the Sagois takes the Bride by the Hand, and 


leading her to the Bridegroom's Chamber, 
E. deli 


(2) Which b has a Jouble Meaning in of belt 
done for Security, as well as Oſtentation. 


(h) Tephtha's Daughter, and her Corpeniatle : 


went upon the Hills, and lamented her Virginity ; 
but not that it was to be loft, but that ſhe was 
not to loſe it. So great a Difference | Time tl 
People make a”, one, and the ſame Thing. 


However in our more virtuous Times, if ſuch a 


Ceremony were practicable ; we ſhould not always 


hear thoſe Outcries and Lamentations upon the 


 Wedding-day ; unleſs with frequent (not te 
continual) Hypocriſy : For moſt of ſuch Catt 
are the firſt Bawds to their Miſtreſſe. 


74] 

delivers her to the Eunuchs, that look af- 
ter her till he comes. When he is with her, 
he takes off her Veil at firſt, then all the 
i) reſt of her Cloaths, ſhe pretending ſome 
_ Reſiſtance, eſpecially at the laſt. The next 
Day the Sagois makes his Complements and 
"(#) "Jefts with the Bridegroom, while the 
Bride is taken by her Relations and Cham- 
bermaids to a Bath, where they (7) waſh 
her all over again, 

Theſe are the "Ceremonies uſed by Per- 
ſons of Quality: The ordinary People do 
-It with leſs Pomp and Noiſe. The Turks 
S. 0 may 


(4) Tis Matter enough of merry Speculation, 
to ſee how handy a Man is at undrefling a young 
Woman, whom he is to lie with, as ſoon as it is 
done: And how dexterous he is in dreſſing him- 
ſelf afterwards, for Fear of another Summons to 
tae Liſts. _ 

(. There is nothing ſo difficult to go through, 
but it gives a ſecret Pleaſure in relating it after- 
Wards; ; and as Mankind is naturally very malici- 
ous, it is a Titillation to us, to reflect upon others 
erings: And conſidering what F he * 
| —_ are, no Wonder the Man Walde gh'd at, for 

expecting a Maiden-head on a Midas day, of 


his own n Wife eſpecially. 
(1) It were more IG to wat the Man, 


than the Woman; conſidering the Tediouſneſs of 
his Journey requires refreſhing, and the Foulneſs 
af the Road cleaning. Ab +28 te R 


' 
| 


(75 ] 
may marry their (n) Siſters, provided 
they begin with the eldeſt; for if they 
begin with the youngeſt, they cannot mar- 
ry the others, 

The Arabians formerly took their Wives 
for a Time (u) certain, expreſly agreed: 
And that there might be ſome Shew of 
Matrimony in their Contract, the Wife 
gave her Huſband for a Portion a Lo] 
bearded Arrow : However, ſhe was to leave 
him at the Time limited, This proceeded - 
from the great Luſt that reigned: in both 
Sexes, equally delighting all their Lives in 
Change; inſomuch, that a Woman has 
been married in one Place, was brought 
to Bed in another, and bred up her Chil- 
dren in a third, without ever enjoying any 


R ſe. 
19 730 E 2 Thoſe 


10 1 A great many Men of othir Counties are 
of Opinion, that a good Thing ſhould not go out 
of their Families; and tho“ the Law is not indul- 
gent enough to permit us to marry our Siſters, yet 
ſeveral haye taken the Opportunity to lie with — 
before any Body elſe did. 
) The knowing it could reſtrain them no lon- 
ger than a limited Time, the Bond was ſo much 
the leſs inſupportable, as they were ſure of a Diſ- 
charge after a Term of Years preſcribed. 


e Hereby ſhe ſeal'd the Fidelity of her Promiſe, - 


and gave him an Inftrument, to uſe equally 


: herſelf, if ſhe prov'd untrue, and thoſe that ſhould ' 


endeavour to ſupplant her Virtue. 


[76] 


* Arabia is a very 
large Country in Aſia, 


and is divided into 


three Parts: Deſer- 
ta, which is the leaſt 
.of all three, and lies 
moſt North. Felix, 
the greateſt of all 


three, and lies exten- 


"ded tothe South and 


Faſt; and is encom- 
paſſed on all Sides by 
the Sea, except to- 
avards the North, 
where it bounds on the 


other two Arabia's : 
. There.are in 4 
Kingdoms, pe great Cities. Petræa, or Stony Arabia , 


it many 


* 17 more N. eft. 


Thoſe of * Arabia 
Felix had their Wives 
in every Houſe in com- 
mon, who lay with the 
moſt vigorous. He that 
came firſt, left his Staff 
at the Woman's Cham- 
ber-Door; which was a 
Sign that Place was ta- 
ken up. It was eſteem- 
ed Adultery, lying with 
a Man of another Fa- 
mily. 


4 s 
y » 
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: | Now the Arabian marry as many Wives 

as eg pleaſe, without rejecting any, as 
the Turks do; but buy them, and only ob- 
ſerve never to take any that is not of their 


Family or Tribe. 


As to other For malities, 


they obſerve the ſame Ceremonies in ur 
"Marriages as the Turks. LE 

When the Perſians make Love, * are 
willing to ſhew their Miſtreſſes chat they 
are very affectionate and faichful, they (SD 


» 


burn 


19 


. ( py If Women were not to believe'our Love, 


till ſuch Times they had theſe infallible Marks of 
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burn themſelves on ſome Part of their Bo- 
dies, by ſetting Fire to their Cloaths, ſo 
that the burning may be viſible, and in this 
Manner preſent themſelves to them; Who 
if. they accept them, have ſo much Pity as 
ro ſend (q) Fillets and Scarfs of Silk, to 
wrap up their Sores : All thoſe are always 
moſt eſteemed, that. put themſelves to the 
greateſt Pain. They marry many Wives, 
which they may part with: The Nobility” + 
have as (r) many as they pleaſe ; but the 
3 Com- 


F 


a diftinguiſh'd Value and Eſteem; I fear they would 


languiſh out all their Youth in a vain Expectation: 
For Men will ſwear and lie, and curſe themſelves” 
faſt enough; but for a red-hot Iron coming near 
their Fle * demonſtrate their Integrity and Paſ- 
ſion; we humbly, and as heartily deſire to be ex- 
cus d. If it went no farther than throwing a Wiz 


in the Fire, burning a Hat, or cutting of the Lap- 


pet of a Coat, we might peradventure not ſtick 


cout at ſuch a Proof of our Affection, bat for one < 


Step farther, excuſe me is the Word. 1 
(4) Some Women are of Opinion that a Rook 


makes a good Huſband, i 22 is caſily go- 


vern'd, and as eaſily put upon, but he that can 
— . to theſe hard Laws, deſerves to be inarned , 
indeed; Bedlam is too good for him. 

( 7 If a Man was but to do it but: once, n 


would be a thouſand Objections to deter any Man 


from it; but where the Benefit of 8 is ſo 
9 indulg'd; this is the moſt i 
olly 


[78] 

Commonalty exceed not Seven. The Day 

appointed for the Marriage of any great 

Perſon, his Relations and Friends get to- 
gether at his Houſe, dreſs'd in his Liveries: 
Others that are not ſuch particular Friends, 
are dreſs'd as they pleaſe, but as fine as 
they can. The Bride goes from her Houſe 
on Horſeback, with her Relations and 
Friends alſo on Horſes, with many Singers 
before. The Bridegroom comes | likewiſe 
from his Houſe in the ſame Order ; that is, 
with a Train of his Relations and Friends; 
and the two Troops being met, they go 
together to the Bride's Houſe, where they 
have a Ball. When it is Time to go to 
Bed, two Men conduct the Bridegroom 
* into the Bride's Chamber, who comes in 

another Way: The Company continue 
dancing; and about (5) Mid-night an old 
| | Woman 


| Folly that ever was invented, or conſented to, un- 
leſs by the Neceſſity of ſuch Scarifications, they 
hop'd to quell the Impetuoſity of looſe Mens De- 
- fires: And at once crucify the Fleſh, and the Luſts 
. 
e idegrooms are g ex- 
pert Work- men, or elſe they uſe but ſmall Gim- 
blets that bore ſo ſoon: Unleſs perad a vg 
Stuff they work on is very flaccid and yielding. 
For ſome vigorous Men well ſkill'd in the Diſci- 
pline of Love, have made briſk Efforts —_ 


U 
Woman comes into them, with a Cloth 
having the Signs of the Bride's Virginity 3 
which being preſented to the Bridegroom's 
Relations and Friends, they appear well 
contented : But when theſe cannot be ſhewn, . 
ſome old Women take the Bride from Bed, 
and the Bridegroom rejects her in the Pre- 
ſence of the Company, after he has paid 
her a ſmall Sum of Money; and then her 
Parents carry her Home in great (1) Af- 
fliction. 1 B44 50 bea Hai 
The Inhabitants f tt 0 
the Illands of * Cam. gems be the Halle 
Zaya, Palendura, and the Indies, over: againf" 
+ Maldives in Afia, ob- „ 
ſerve this peculiar Cere- | | 
mony in theirMarriages: Sim, een, 
When the Parties are a- n that of Conchin: :- 
greed, the Bride ſends , + e Maldives iv! 
two of her neareſt Rela- 7,9 ika 75 
tions by her Father's "axd incredible for 
Side, who are authori- Number. 
zed' to repreſent her. 
Theſe with the Bridegroom go before their 
| E4 Mini- 


1 


o 


and behav'd themſelves with Gallantry enough, 
and yet could not make themſelves Maſters of the 
N 20s in fo ſhort a Time as theſe People al; | 
Www of, B51 | ee 
(t) Indeed it is no ſmall Reaſon fot 4 Parent's 
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Miniſter, called Pandiaro, or Naito; who 
takes the Bridegroom by the Hand, and 
aſks him if he will marry the Woman pro- 

pogd, and on the Conditions offer'd: He 
aſks the Bride*s Friends the ſame: And 
after Conſent declar*d, the uſual Ceremo- 

nies are perform'd in Preſence of the Rela- 
tions, who are Witneſſes of this Contract. 
They go thence to the Woman, who is ex- 
pecting them at home; where they are en- 
tertain'd, and have Muſick, Many go then 
to complement. the New- married, to whom 
they ſend Preſents; as the Bridegroom does 
to the Pandiaro (u) that married him, and 
to the King and Queen, if the Marriage 
be where they reſide. When the King 
himſelf marries, all his Subjects are oblig'd 
to make him Preſents; as Cloth, Turbans,' 
| Meats, Fruits qd Flowers, * 


. 


Diſcontent, to have their Doi prockim'd a 
Whore in the Preſence of all her Relations, en- 

joy'd. now, by another Man, peradventure got 
with Child too into the Bargain, and after all turn- 
ed back upon their Hands with Infamy. 

(z) The Prieſthood have ever had a great and 
terrible Aſcendant over the Laity, they make their 
Function neceſſary in every Thing almoſt, in Or- 
der only to make it beneficial to yn afterward: 
So we are firſt gull'd out of our Reaſon, and then 
out of our Ready Money. 


8 


They may have at the ſame Time three 
Wives, if able to maintain them; but not 
more: And when all are at home, the Huſ- 
band is oblig'd to divide himſelf (w) equal- 
ly among them, and cohabit as long with 
one as another. The Women bring no- 
thing to their Huſbandsy who are to accom- 
modate them with what they want, and to 
be at the Charge of the Wedding, beſides 
allotting them a Dowry, which they call 
Ram. The Men marry when they pleaſe; 
but the Women are married by their Pa- 
rents, when they are ten or eleven Years 
old, to the (x) firſt that deſires them. 

E 5 The 


reo) This Impoſition is not only unpleaſant, but 
unreaſonable; for how is it poſſible for a Man to 
have an equal Tenderneſs, Value, and Concern , 
for three ſeveral Wives? The one he marries for | 
one Confideration, the other for a quite different 
one, and the third for down-right Love and Af 
fection. The Variety of his Motives to 
them, gives an equal Strength and Vigour to the” 
various Deſires and Inclinations he has to them: 
Now to neceſſitate him to be equally kind to thoke, 
he does not equally care for, is flat ee to 8. 
act, ſince impoffible to be performꝰ' d. 

( x) For fear it may be, they ſhould never be 
ſought in Marriage àgain; or at leaſt miſcarry 
before that wiſn d- for Day might happen: Remem- 
bring Kill, tis good to be ſure; and a wiſe Man, 
will not defer that till the Morrow which will de 
done to Day. 
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The Orphans, or thoſe that have no Mo- 
thers alive, are oblig'd to ſtay till fifteen 
Years. The Pandiarii, or Naibi, the Mi- 
niſters of their Temples, aſk it thoſe who 
are to be married be either Brothers and 
Siſters, or Couſins, or whether uſed to call 
ſo; for if that has been at any Time, tho“ 
long ſince, ſuch an imaginary Relation is 
ſufficient to hinder any Marriage. The 
Huſband may leave his Wife at any 
Time, if ſhe (5) conſent 5 and though 
ſhe does (z) not, he may leave hath pay 
ing her un. 


Through 


5 That is no more than reaſonable ; for as they 
came together by Confent, ſo when any conſidera- 
ble Variances happen, and they find themſelves 
diſappointed in that mutual F elicity they ng 
by their Union, both Parties being agreed, 
ought to live aſunder, who cannot be happy hor 
the fame Roof. 


(z) It ſeems nothing but Covetouſneſs 1 the 
Woman's Conſent neceſſary: For if he will part 
with his Money, he may at any Time part from 

his Wife. What would ſome of our Country Men 
give to procure ſuch an Act of Parliament ? The 
er of the Houſe of Commons would get more 

for ſuch a Bill, than all the Naturalizations of 272 


French * 
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Through all the Iſle 


of * Ceylan, Men may 
marry as many Wives 
as they can Keep, and 
take them at Ten Years 
old, as in the Iſles of 
C ambays, and the Mal- 
dives. 

The Mabometans in 
the Iſle of Fave + may 
have no more than four 
of five Wives; but as 

4 Concubines as they 
os and can main- 


tain. 


The Wedding- 
day, their Friends, Slaves and Domeſticks 


Oval Form, 655 ae 
in Compaſs, and con 
tains Nine Kingdones; 

tht ; wag 


fs, 


one in the- ds 


of the Baud. 


7 Java is # great: 

1 the Eatt-In- 

ian Ses, 200 Leg. 
in Length, ht is ai- 
vided into nini Mag- 

doms, the greateſt of 
obich is Bantam. 7 


are richly habited, and ſer before the Houſes 
of the Bridegroom and Bride many Pikes, 


with Fringes of white Cotton and red, and 
After Noon, the 


n m goes forth in this Manner : 
Four Men go firſt, that have many Sticks 
faſten'd to a Pole, which others ſtrike with 
Theſe are follow'd again by 
others, who carry long Drums, which they 
beat either with Sticks, 
After theſe, others ſtrike againſt Sticks tied 
about their Necks; and o 
often Sixty, Eighty or an Hundred, accor-, 
ding to the Condition of the Bridegrobm; Tr 


Then you ſee others again with Peacocks 


diſcharge ſeveral Guns. 


little Sticks : 


or their Hands: 


them there are 


Feathers, 
4 
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1883 and Horſes Tails; and they fol- 
low*d by Thirty or Forty, arm'd with 
Shields, Pires and Swords, who from 
Time to Time ſtop in the Streets, to ſtrike 
together, or dance, for the Diverſion of the 
Spectators: There are others with Drums 
and S: icks follow'd by Thirty young Wo- 
men richly dreſs'd; ſome carrying Flow- 
ers, others Pictures, little gilt Boxes, Mo- 
veables, and Habits of all Sorts, to preſent 
from the Bridegroom to the Bride. The 
Women follow immediately, who likewiſe 
carry divers Pieces of Houſhold- ſtuff. The 
Bridegroom is on Horſeback, richly dreſsꝰd 
having (a] two of his moſt intimate Friends 
riding on each S de of him; and a great 
Number of Perſons invited to the Wedding 
conclude the Sew. When they are come 
to the Bride's Houſe, all the Drums ſtay 
for the Bridegroom at the Door; and the 
Men that carry the Arms make a Lane for 
the Women that have the Furniture; after 
whom, the Bridegroom arriving, he diſ- 
mounts, and then the Bride appears with a 
| Veſſel of Water, who on her (3) Knees. 

| 4 va, 


»* 4 *. 4 * * 
11e , 


(4) Every Nation (*tis oblervable) 1 ſome- 
thing in the ſame Nature of our Bride-Men and 
Bride-Maids. 24 
0 wi omg! humble Proſtration, ſhews the Abſo- 


luteneſs 


* 


* 
_ — . ˙ —v1l,]⏑«‚— eee CCC. 
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waſhes his Feet; and taking him by the 
Hand, leads him into the Houſe, where 
they continue ſome Time together : Then 
he leading her, goes out with all the Com- 
pany ; and in the ſame Order as before, they 
go to his Houſe, where the Bridegroom-en- 
ters firſt, then all the Gueſts, who are en- 
tertain'd at the Marriage-Feaſts for three 
Days together. Ha 6d 

The Inhabitants of the , Ils of Mo- 


| Iles of Molucca, that lucca are fine and 


have {till ſome Relicks nal! ſands towards 
of Idolatry with the Ma- „ e 2 
hometan Religion, which 5 Eat Indies. 

the Perfians and Arabian 
have introduc'd there, may have as ma- 
ny Wives as he can keep; but are ſo 


jealous, they ſuffer no one to ſee them at 


home; and yet fo luſtful, there are few; 
that have not ſome (c) Correſpondence 
| | abroad. 


luteneſs of the Huſband over the Wife, and ber 


intire Reſignation to him: Submitting even from 
the Beginning to the vileſt Function of his Vaſſals: 
A Piece of Condeſcention which would be very 
much reſented if propos'd to our haughty Dames of 
England. e i ES 

(9 *Tis not the Variety a Man has at his own 
Table, prevents his Appetites at another's ; nay, 


a Man ſhall eat with a Guſt abroad, what he | 
act e at home, _ Tang, oe OUR 


7 
* 
5 
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1 
abroad. He that deſires a young Woman 
in Marriage cannot ſee her, unleſs all be 
firſt agreed; then he ſees her, and is o- 
blig'd at the ſame Time to take his Bride 
he (4) never ſaw before, and carry her 
home with him. * 

Thoſe of Barbary, eſpecially ſuch as 
are rich, marry many Women, which 
they buy not, as other Turks, but have 
Portions with them. They retain in their 


Matriages many Rites left them by the 


Goths and Vandals, who govern'd in theſe 
Parts; but are ſo (e) jealous, that the 
married Women dare ſcarce ſhew their Fa- 
ces uncover'd to their own Fathers, , 
The 


* 


nety, gives him only looſer Deſires, and he ex- 
tends his Wiſhes to every Object he turns his Eyes 


(4) Some may think this a Hardſhip: But it has 
its Conveniences, as well as its Calamities ; tho? he 
may not like, he may notloath, and no fond Im- 
preſſions being antecedently made; they ſeem to ex- 
pect nothing more than common Happineſs, and 
that Prudence may procure em, whereas thoſe ex- 
alted Tranſports, which a violent Paſſion promiſes, 
meet with Diſappointment, and that makes em 
miſerable. 55 

(e) Jealouſy never ſecur'd a Woman's Virtue, 
tho? it has often provok'd it to take a ſuitable Rey. 
venge; thinking they have a Right to be Whores, 
when a favourable Opportunity is preſented, be- 
cauſe they are treated as if they were already ſo. 


The Moors of Morocco have many law> 
ful Wives, beſides the Concubines the . 
coran_ permits. When they marry, they 
go to the Cadis, or Judge, with - a Notary 
and Witneſſes, and draw up the Inſtrument. 
of Marriage; that is, write what the Huſ- 
band gives the Wife; and this they call the 
Codaſca, becauſe in theſe Countries the Pa- 
rents give not Fortunes to their Daughters, 
as in Barbary; and when the Huſband 
leaves them, (a Practice allow'd) he pays 
them what he has engag'd. They have 
great Rejoicings at their Marriages ; and 
great Expences, eſpecially among Perſons 
of Quality, that thence comes the Proverb, 
Li Cbriſtiani ſpendono tutte le loro inchezze- 
in liti, pP Ebrei nella loro Paſqua, e li Mo- 
ri nelle loro Nozze. The Chriſtians ſpend all 
they have in Law ; the Jews in their Paſs: 
ſover ;, and the Moors in their Marriages. 
The Wedding-day the Bride rides on a 
Mule richly harneſs'd, and is hid in. a Sort 
of a Tower, made with Hoops, and cover» 
ed with Tapeſtry, ſo that ſhe is not ſeen. 
by any. one, though through a thin Veil 
ſhe. can ſee the People; and in this Equi- 
goes through the City, follow*d by 
many Mules laden with Gold, given” her 
for her Dowry. Men and Women Ow 
ien 1, 44124 9! 
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the Mules; the (7) Women only ſing, or 
rather howl in a manner, enough to ſtrike 


Terror, rather than excite Mirth; among 
which Cryings are heard double (g) Drums, 


after the Mooriſh oy which make ano- 


ther very (+) odious Noiſe. This Proceſ- 
fion ended they go to Dinner, and then 
return to the publick Place; where, if the 
Bridegroom be a Man of Quality, all his 
Friends get on Horſeback again, and exer- 
ciſe with the Lance before the Bride for 
two or three Hours, and then all go home, 

If the Bride be a Perſon of very great 
Quality, ſhe rides on a Camel richly habi- 


ted, as before, only the Clothes that hang 


down are Silk and Gold Broccades, and 
| when 


J) The Women are only thought proper to 
perform this noiſy Ceremony, becauſe moſt of 
the Diſputes ariſe through their Folly, and the 
Clamors and, Contentions through their Perverſe- 
neſs. 


(s) "Tis fit ſome deeper Noiſe ſhould be made 


y the Man, to drown the Clamors of an obſtrepe- 
ous Wife. | | 

(5) Nothing is more deſirable than Peace in a 
Family, and Quarrelling and Diſputes are equally 
odious, as they are infamous ; and this Mixture of 
crying and howling, drumming and ſinging, is a 
very natural and lively Repreſentation ofthe man 
Confuſions incident to Man and Wife, and that 
little Mirth and Quiet they ſometimes enjoy; is fre- 
quently imbitter'd with Domeſtick Jars. 


- 
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# 


89 

when ſhe has gone round — principal Pla- 
ces of the City, is broug 0 to her Fa- 
ther's Houſe, de to = Huſband's; 
where all the Gueſts meet together to dance 
and feaſt. If the Huſband finds not his Wife 
a Maid, he (i) rejects her, and ſends her 
home, with all he has brought : But if, 
on the contrary, he find her what he de. 
ſires, the Feaſts are doubl'd the next Day: 
the Fews obſerve here the ſame Cuſtoms. 

The Inhabitants of the Kingdom of F, 
as ſoon as the Father has promis'd his 
Daughter to him that ſued for her, uſe to 
get together the Relations and F riends on 
both Sides, in the Moſques, where two No- 
taries, in the Preſence of Witneſſes, write 
the Marriage - Contract: Then the Bride 
greom takes all his Company to Dinner: 
The Father of the Bride likewiſe treats his 
Friends. When the Bridegroom brings 
his Bride home, he ſends a Litter, co- 
ver'd with Silk Broccades; and ſhe: 
is attended by their Relations, and com- 
mon Friends with much Muſick. The 
married Men go firſt with Torches in their 


Hands; and their Wives follow with the 
e 


2 gte Fee done, as it is rea- 
it ſhould be: For tis hard to oblige a Man 
— with a Woman, he has found a Whore e- 
ven the firſt Night of his Nuptialss. 
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like. They all go to the great Piazza, 
where the Bridegroom having ſaluted the 
Father and —— of his Bride, takes 
Leave of them; and making haſte, goes 
to expect the Company at his Houſe, when 
they are come, the Father delivers the 
Bride either to the Bridegroom's Mother, 


or to himſelf, who is ſhut up with her: 


If he finds her a Virgin, the Entertain- 
ments follow; if not, he gives her to her 
Relations, and they return () without 
any. | "24/1 48 
"They make three Feafts in the Solemni- 
ty of their Marriages ; the firſt, that 
Night the Bride is brought home; the fe- 
cond, the next Day, which is only for the 
Women; and the third, the ſeventh Day, 
when they ſay the Bride is made a Woman; 
and at this her Father, Mother, and all 
her Relations bear a Part. That Day the 
Father makes Preſents to his Son-in-law ; 
as Sweet-meats and Sheep, When the 


* Huſband goes firſt abroad, which he is not 


uſed to do till the ſeventh Day, they have 
a Cuftom for him to buy Fiſh, and bring 
them home, and give them either to his 
Mother, or ſome other Woman, who _ 

them 


% They have no great . 
friendly Reception, that have put a * n 
a believing Man, inſtead of a chaſte Virgin. 
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. three Exittrraigunnns ſlider 
have two others in the Father's Houſe 5; one 
the Day before the Marriage of his Daugh- 
ter, when they dance all Night; the other 


the Day after, for the Women that dreſ d 
with 


the Bride. Theſe do their Duty 
much Ceremony; for they adorn her Head 
with 2 her Lipe wien 
Vermilion, paint her Hands and Feet with 
a ſhining (m Black, laying on little Things 
that will not laſt Jong 3 at which time the 
Bride is d in an eminent 1 that 


ſhe'may be ſeen by all. | 
to her Huſband's | 


When ſhe is 
Houſe, her Friends ſend many large Ve- 


ſels, fall of Bread fieep'd in Oil and fie. 


ney, 


65 What relation Fiſh has © La does 
not occur to me : But every Nation has its differing 
F 'opperies and Idolatries. Fiſh I know is very nou- 

and very numerous in its Encreaſe : If the 
Ceremony tends to adumbrate Luft and Proereati- 
on, I can readily admit of it. | 

(m As we have our Licks and Paints, and white 
Works to adorn us in E ; they have as many 
Decorations to adorn their Brides with. Black be- 


ing as great a Beauty amongſt them, as White is a- 
mongſt w: No wonder then they lady to improve 
their ma, and add D 


plexions, by ſuch a Hus s is taking to them, tho 
odious to uus. 
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ney, and often whole Sheep roaſted ; and 


he invites many Perſons to his Feaſt, a” 
whom he diſtributes theſe Preſents, 

If a Widow marry, it is done with (u) 
leſs Noiſe : And in the Entertainment 
they give only Beef, Mutton and Pullets, 
all boiPd: The Number of the Gueſts 
muſt not exceed ten or twelve - Perſons-- 
The common People : feaſt at leaſt EX- 
pence ; for at their Marriages they have a 
great Wooden Platter, with minc'd Meat: £ 
and Pottage. 

Thoſe of Mlgters and Tunis do not imi - 
tate the other Mabometans in the great 
Multiplicity of their Wives, but are con- 
tent with one or two; for they are oblig*d 
ſtrictly to obſerve an Equality among them, 
andi to treat them in the ſame Manner, aſ- 
" ſigning to each the ſame Quantity of Move- 
ables and Service. This hinders not their 
8 00 reer and e ergel Hatreds 

| | do 


. n 7 No Reaſon that a ſecondhand Wife ſhould 
have all the Pomps and Shew of a Virgin Bride. 
"Tis happy enough for her ſhe meets with a ſecond 
Cully. Two Triumphs are too much for one Maid- 
en-head. Inſtead of faving a Citizen, ſhe has de- 
ftroy'd one, and endanger'd a ſecond. ' | 

() No civil Uſage from a Huſband can recon- 
cile two Wives to each other. Rivalfhip will make 
em hate, and Hatred will make em Murtherers. 
This is the Miſery of the Man, as well ; as the Na- | 
ture wy the Beaſt, - 
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dren, and are often the Cauſes: of many 
Tragedies. They are in Love as others, 
without ever ſeeing their Miſtreſſes; but 
having obtain'd them of their Parents, they 
aſſign the Dowry, which muſt be accepted 
by them. Some Days before the Marriage, 
the Lover ſends his Miſtreſs divers Sorts of 
Meats, and they make a Feaſt and Ball at 
both their Houſes. In her own Houſe the 
young Woman fits on the Ground, for 4n 
Barbary they uſe no Chairs nor Stools; and 
while they dance, ſhe changes her Dreſs (o) 
oftentimes, appearing among them with 
her Hands and Arms painted, and ſome- 
times her Face all cover'd with divers Jewels. 
About Night ſhe is conducted with her Face 
cover'd, attended with Drums, and other 
Inſtruments of Muſick; and her Huſband 


takes her, and is ſhut up with her in his 


Chamber, while all her Relations anxiouſly 
expect to know whether ſhe be found a Vir- 
gin, that they may go on with the uſual Re- 
Joicings on the like Occaſions. The new- 
married continve ſeven Days at home, with- 
out going abroad, TR the Huſband goeth 

forth 


7 By: a — 1 they 
endeavour to attract their Huſband's Love and Ar- 


fection: For as one Dreſs may not charm ſo much 
as another, ſo a the 
ſhifting of the Scenes. 


1 
- 
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forth to the Bath, which he is obliged co do 

as often as he enjoys his Wife, © 
The Moors of Egypt have many Wives, 
which they keep in the ſame Seraplio, or 
Cloiſter, where every one has her particular 
Chamber: But the Moors of Granada that 
were driven from Spain, called Moros Fran- 
cos, can have no more than one Wife. 
Thoſe of Egypt, the better to aſſure their 
Miſtreſſes of their Affections for them, (4) 
burn their Bodies with red hot Irons, and 

cut their Arms in many Places before them; 

and if, at ſuch an Action their Miſtreſſes (r) 
kiſs their Hands, it is a Sign they ſhall ob- 

tain what they deſire. | 

- Fhey who inhabit Falofarum und Kuka, 
among the Negroes, marry as many Wives 

as they can keep; though they ſhew greater 
Honour to ſome, than others, according 
to their Birth, or Worth of their Fami- 
lies. As ſoon as a Woman is knoun to 
be with Child, hey ane: mo. (5) not 
| lie 


() This is the ſame 3 Proceeding. as the 
Perſians uſe, and therefore needs not be farther in- 
ſiſted on. 

(e) If my Miſtreſs will not kiſs 5 Hand to me 
upon leis rigorous Terms, ſhe may kiſs her own 


Breech if ſhe pleaſes ; I ſhall trouble my Head no 
farther about her. I will not buy Gold too dear. 


0 — 9 att TrgaNh 
ein © 
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lie with her any more till ſhe-is brought to 


The Tartars that are Subjects to the Ma- 
covites marry many Wives; and the more 
they have, are eſteem'd the Richer, and 
more reſpected; and that makes chem e 
which ſhall have moſt. 

The Tartars de Procop, called the Lit- 
tle Tartars, have alſo many Wives; They 
buy oftentimes Slaves, that they oftentimes 
make their Wives; by whom, if they- 
have Children, and live virtuouſly, they 
are treated very honourably; and there- 
fore often have very modeſt and (1) o- 
bedient Wives, being deliver*d from the 
Miſery of Slavery, to the Liberty of Mar- 
tiage. There reigns ſuch an horrid Jea- 

| YE) "Wy 


of Matrimony : For why ſhould a Man en in 
vain: And ſowe his Ground, where the Seed muſt 

not only be infallibly loſt ; but may be . | 
detrimental to the Crop that is already ſhot up? Na- 
ture cannot but be wiſe, and we ſee the refuſes 
the Company of the Male Creatures, when once 
they are impregnated. _ 

(t) An Argument ot a 2 grateful and gene- 
rous Diſpoſition amongſt omen: Whereas, 
if a Man does ſo in England, ſhe is the firſt that 
domineers, and inſults over the Family; nay upon 
a ſmall Provocation will comb his Wig with a three 
legged Stool. However, . have been ſo raſh as 
to venture. 
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louſy among theſe Tartars, that they ne- 
ver ſuffer their Wives to go to Church, 
or any where without them: And they 
are the ſame to their (4) Concubines, 


though they have a very great Number of 


them. When any Man dies after Mar- 
riage promis'd, the Woman is not allow- 


ed to marry, becauſe they think they ſhall 


meet in the other World, and (w) con- 
ſummate there. 


0 Jealouſy is never more juſtifiable = 44 to- 


. wards ſuch Women as have made familiar with 
their own Virtue ; yet, if a Man will be fo pre- 


ſumptuous as to take more Ground in his Hands 
than he can conveniently occupy, Nature will not 


that it ſhould lye waſte : He ought to conſider his 


Stock, or ſubmit to the Conſequences of his Fol- 
ly. "POS | 
(io) If the poor Bridegroom finds he has been pre- 


vented in Poſſeſſion of his Bride, when he has diſco- 


ver'd it in t'other World, what Meaſures muſt the 


Man haveof Reparation, for I preſume they cannot 


ſend *em back to their F * ? So here their 


_ Caſe is deſperate. 


| 
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MARRIAGE CEREMONIES 


As now Uſed in all | 4 
PARTS of the WORLD,” 
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PART II. 
The Cuftoms and Ceremonies obſer- 


ved in the Marriages of. the * | 
laters and Pagans. | 


d 


H E Indians are either Pagans, 11 
hometans, Jews, Chriſtians of St. 
Thomas, or Roman Catholicks; but 


as they all follow in their Marriages thoſe 


Rules their Religion preſcribes them, we 


will diſcourſe | in this Part only of thoſe that 


remain yet 1n the Darkneſs of Paganiſm 
and Idolatry. 
ln ſome Places, the Pagans have only 
one Principal Wite, —_ as mr others 
as 


1983 


as they pleaſe) with whom Contract is 
commonly made at Marriage, that they 
ſhall caſt themſelves into their Huſband's 
(a) Funeral-Pile. Their Marriages are 
celebrated eight Days, with Muſick, Balls 
and Feaſts ; and all that Time the Gueſts 
apply themſelves to nothing but Singing, 
Dancing, and all forts of Reæjoicings. 
They dance after their Manner, two and 
two together in divers Couples; when 
they meet, they change two little (6) 
Sticks they hold in their Hands. 


Tbe 


* If we were to have ſuch a Clauſe inſerted in 
our Wedding Writings, I fear me, we ſhould moſt 
of us be Batcbelors : Tis abhorrent from Nature to 
compel a young Woman to he burnt, becauſe her 
Huſband died before. Sure theſe Wives are very 
tender and cautious of their Huſbands in a Fit of 
Sickneſs, ſince both their Lives are ſo fatally. twiſted 
in the ſame Thread. What would our Widows 
think of this Contract, that can follow a fourth 
Huſband to the Grave, and are not unprovided of 
another at the ſame Inſtant ? | 


63 Their Dancings being nbt e ſo me- 
thodical as our Country Dances, thoſe Sticks ſerve - 
to know their own Partners by, when N meet in 


Confuſion of their Merriment. L 


. 
The people of ® Cun- Cunkan is, 
dsa Balagatta mar- 2 74 al. 3 
ry their Sons at Seven ' x Balgatta, or B- 
or Eight Tears of Age, lagnatta,” is @ Coun- 


and make them conſum- n 2 Aſia, .  * 


ountains, in a Pe- 


mate at (c) Twelve, 
Before the Marriage, the * Gn. 
Relations entertain for a 
Fortnight, ſitting at Table almoſt Day and 
Night, Drums and Frumpets playing. The 
Wedding-day all the Relations meet | 
ther at the Bridegroom's Houſe, and ficring 
on the Ground, confirm the Marriage; a 
ter which, to add greater Force to this 
Promiſes, they walk (4) ſeven times round 
the (e) Fire. 2 marry always with 
Perſon⸗ 


m_ Some of cvir Faw aid (ee | 
Hndians, for they conſummate long before twelve, 
and are half rotten by that Time too: So the Di- 
ſtance of the Climate, and their extraordinary Heat 
does not ripen their Men much ſooner than our s, 
tho* ſome of the Fruits of their Soil can't endure 
our colder Blaſts. | 

(4) Number Seven has been thought to have 
ſomething ' very myſtical in it: And all the Heas 
thens 7 Bout er a peculiar Veneration for it : 
And we cannot but imagine ſomething in it : Since 
the Jeu were of that Opinion, and we find it 
—_— in many Places of the Scripture ex- 
Prevy- 

. made, but this 
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Perſons of their own Rank; and the Bride 
brings nothing to her Huſband, but a little 


J ewel of fmall Value. | | 
| Thoſe of the King- 


* | . 
King 2 ; 2 „ dom of * Biſnagar have 
Country in the Baſt no determinate Number 
Indies, of Wives; and when 
married, the King for a 
ſmall ( 7 Sum from the Women, will, 


upon their Deſire, looſe them from the 


Bands of Matrimony, and grant them Li- 


berty to marry others; all the Ceremony 
of this Divorce is only laying a Piece of 
g) Iron on the Woman's Shoulder, who 

is 


was an Imprecation upon the Diſloyalty of the Per- 
formances of the Contract; as ſeveral other Cere- 
monies were uſed to exprefs the ſame Intentions of - 
Fidelity amongſt others: Tho' the Mediums differ, 
they mean a Curſe upon the falſe. Not but that 
the i have ſo ſuperſtitious a Veneration for 
Fire, that if their Houſe was on Fire, they would 
not try to put it out. | 
3 1 ) The Party defiring to be oblig'd, ought to 
: ome Acknowledgment : The Man having the 

4; va of Variety, is no great Sufferer by the Sub- | 
ſtractions of one of his Wives: and tho* we have 
not the Indulgence of Numbers, yet ſuch a Prac- 
tice amongſt us would be a noble Cuſt 3 to 
the Crown. 

) Some Ceremony is nk lary, and 8 fi 

Matter what; however, this i is as agreeable to 
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is by that ſet free. There are in that 
Kingdom many Parents, that by Vow con- 
ſecrate their Daughters Virginity to ſome 
Idol; and when that is done, they are con- 
ducted by Night, with all their Relations 
to the Temple; when come thither, they 
Tapelt up into a Stone-Puipit, all adorn'd with 

ry and Cloth of Gold, and in the 
— of them all, embrace the (5) 1 
dol three times. 

Thoſe of Canara: obſerve the fains 
Rites in their TITS as thoſe: of 
"The People of * Me- - * 

The People o - 
 labar, chat inhabit the % Peninſula, or 


P - 
Coaſt of Inaia, on this ther ie, 


Side Ganges, are divided 1 
into the Bramini, Nairi, and Macbeh, that 

are the meaneſt of them. The firſt: are 
os moſt reſpected, and uſe different Man- 


F 3 ; . 


for 2s the' Rowen Menulfiin, as e their - 


2 by r a Rox on . And 
| y of the Iron a little, 
"Moog wa to ſhew 0 Woman, that by 

— out of the Man's Protection, ſhe had all the 
Burthen of Life now upon her own Shoulder, ** ; 
0 Ameny Metod indeed of dying « Maid. 
Ame indeed of id.; 

but I. — that theſe V otaries are as wife, as. 


the Papiſts that vow their Virginity to lus Lag, 
but et hi fact ben for hm J 


_ * Malabar is @ © 


[12] 


ners of Living. They marry very N 
that is, at Seven or Eight Vears of Age: 
They never make an Alliance with any of 
another Rank, and may marry twice. The 
Nairi, who live in the Country, cannot 
only marry with none but of their own 
Degree, but are prohibited more than one 
Wife. It is not ſo with the Women; they 
may have (i) three Huſbands all at the ſame 
Time, who without any (&) Jealouſy, con- 
tribute to the Maintenance of her, and her 
Children, When one of the Huſbands goes 
to the Wife's Houſe, he leaves his Arms 


at the Door, and the others take care not 


to enter til] he 1s | 

The Women, of A. Malabar are very amo- 
rous; and therefore, as ſoon as their 
Daughters are fourteen, their Parents mar- 
ry them, to preſerve the Honour of their 


Family, of which they are not very jealous 


| veither z concluding, they merit greater 
2 


| 0 Here indeed the Women hav nuch the Bet 
of the Lay: And I preſume upon this Information 
it was the By K Ladies, r ah d fo often 1 
the Eaft 2 to puſh their Fortunes. 

vlan ) Cuſtom makes Things eaſy: And asby this 

tion they muſt not ſeem ſo much of Children 

appeaſing their Lubricity, fo one Woman is ca- 
— Co of a their Attacks with a 


- A = * * - 
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% Eſteem, the more Lovers they have. 


They uſe many Ceremonies and Rejoicings 
in their Marriages: As ſoon as the Mar- 
riage is agreed, they go to the Temple, 
or Pagode, to preſent the Bridegroom and 
Bride to their Prieſts; After fifteen Days, 
the Relations and Friends of the Bride - 
eondut her to her Huſband's Houſe, 
where they paſs the Time in Diverſions: 
of Muſick and Bills which only the 
Women make, and are admir'd by the: 
Men for their (n) Dreſſing and Beauty. 
They give to all, even ner Re- 
freſhments. Aſter the Manner of the 


Country, the new married fit in araifd - - 


Throne richly habited, and ſo loaded with 
Jewels, they can ſcarce bear them. The 
Room where theſe Feaſts are made, is Al- 
ways richly furniſh'd with Gold; Arras 


| (1 A in of : i other Womens Va 
nil a8 well as theirs, becauſe a Mark of univerſal 
: And ſome of our Parents are as little ſolli- 


cious of their Daughters Conduct, provided they 
are firſt well married, as thoſe of Mela. 


(nm) Where-ever Asen 5nd. 
the Women will appear to all poſſible Advan-- 
tage ; dr adds to Beauty, that to Love, and 
Mirth to nnn g 
n other.. „ 1 


——UU—U — OA oO 
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and Silk; and (a) twice a Day they cover 
the Table, to treat the Gueſts, at the Ex- 
pence of the Huſband ; the Bride return- 
ing home every Night, with the Women 
appointed to wait on her. At laſt (o) 
fifteen Days being ſpent in Rejoicing and 
Feaſting, the New-married get upon an 
Elephant, richly dreſs'd, ſitting on two 
Seats, and are followed by all their Train, 
which goes on Foot through- the City: 
They ſtop at Relations Houſes, who pre- 


ſent Sweet Meats to the Company, and 


caſt divers Odoriferous Liquors upon the 
Elephant; no one omitting to do ſome- 


thing, foc that would be a very great 


Neglect. The Cavalcade ended, they all 


go to the Pagode, or Temple; thence to 
the Bride's Houſe, where they conſum- 


mate the Marriage; and every one in the 
Train departs after he has made a Pre- 
ſent to him that led the Elephant. 

When one of Conchin marries, whoſo- 


ever he is, he may not lye with his Jgride 
the firſt Night; but is oblig'd to give her 


"« 


1 Theſe People are fomewhat like the Chriſtians 
in their good Cheer and Prodigality. | 

(9) This keeping the Bridegroom at ſome reaſon- 
able Diſtance, makes his Defires more eager ; thus 
we lead the Stallion up to the Mare, and then 
turn him ſhort from ber, to render him more im- 


N ' 
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to 6 Mines Who lies wi her. eg 
are fo fear*d, and reſpect 


ed, no one dares 
hinder them lying with any Woman; . 
nay, the Common People are ſo fooliſh, to 
believe it a Favour, and good Omen. 

The Malleani, that live in the Moun- 
tains of Mallabar, have only one Wife, 
who is (9) always with them, even at 
Hunting. In this they differ very much 
from other Pagans in thoſe Parts; who, te 
fpeak Truth, have no Wives, all Women 
being common among them. 

In * Bengals Wins 183 


* Ben Bengal, 4's 
they allow Poly- Kingdom in the Eaſt- Indies, 0 8 


Samy according the River Ganges under the 
to their Abilities Great Mogul: 17 is a very 


to maintain 'em, Hui Country, and extends 
220 from Eaſt ta 


all = but keep them in Lea 
| -_ (r) Cuſto- of, „, — 120 from North to 


dy. | " 2 f la 


7750 If they are under a Nexefity of having the 
Firſt Fruits of every Nuptial, they might truſt em 
with any Woman afterwards, unleſs Marriages are 

rare among em, S 


Fs. 
with 0h, e nan 
Wife; if ſo, her Company cannot but be irkſome 
to the good Man, who, ten to one, had rather be 
wa any Man's Wife in the Pariſh than his own ; a 
great many of our Huſbands wou'd at leaſt. 
(r) ne and the 


* 
+. 


— 


Uſage of her Hu 
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| ® Pepu, os re In Pegun they have 
i 15 L tp extraordinary Cereme- 
Indies. TheKing- nies in their Marriages, 


4 Pegu waronce As they were heretofore 


77 ones b Ach much addicted to an un- 
iminibed, natural Vice, their Queen 
made very ſevere Puniſh- 

ments for thoſe that ſhould be convicted of 
it, even to the Burning of them alive: And 
to divert the Fury of this infamous Luſt, 
ſhe commanded the Women ſhould go al- 
moſt (3) naked, to attract Mens Love to 
them, When they marry, they muſt pay 
the Father of the young Woman a certain 
Sum agreed on, which he pays back if he 
will have his Daughter home, from any ill 
Rand, who may likewiſe 

leave her, only he is to keep and * 
| | = 


Difficulty of poſſeſlingheightens Deſire, this ſhar- 


Wit, and the Devil furniſhes *em with an 
portunity ; thus the poor Huſband is a Cuckold, 
notwithſtanding all his Care. e 
(s) There are many Things in Women that 


ſweetly impoſe upon our Will, and raiſe up the 


old in us; but for al Women indifferently to op- 
poſe the greateſt Part of their Charms, in Time 
muſt ruin the very Deſign it was injoyn'd for. Fa- 


miliarity with thoſe Objects makes the Impreſſions 
ſeeble, and ſomething conceaPd, while ſome few 
Beauties are expos'd gives a wonderful Titillation 
to deſire, and makes all the Blandiſhments much 


more powerful. 


— 
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the Children, The Womea being natural- 
ly extreamly amorous, the Men are very 
nice in marrying them, making the ſtr 
eſt Enquiries before they engage. 
from hence it is, that many Fathers, to 
preſerve their Daughters Virgins, ſow. up 
their Pudenda, and in that Condition deli- 
ver them to their Huſbands, that they may 
be (z) aſcertain'd of their Honeſty. The 
King, and thoſe of greateſt Gate lie not 
the rt Night with their Wives, but admit 
others, and pay them bountifully, chat will: - 
give themſelves the (u) Trouble, 
N. Siam, after 7 

anner of Pegu, they | 
may marry many Wives. 2 
But the Mabometans of Geng ” fn 


_ theſe Countries obſerve. 
not their ridiculous Ceremonies, fit 600 for 


a Nation blinded with Idolatry. 
The Chineſe marry their Sons very young, 
R forms Fathers marry ing them as ſoon as they 


0 If they have e 
man's being a Virgin but a Needleful of Thread, 
Guinea for fuck x Commodity, ad LH 
a and found 
had cheated him. 141. 
PL, This is unaccountable indeed, "hy 
ſhou'd take ſo much Care to preſervea 'Fhing, char 


arg it 00 4 valued as to be 3 | 
r en- 


72 Mol | Tbs 
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arte (w) born. The Huſband gives the 


Wife a Dowry. The Wedding-Day the 
Bride*s Father makes a ſplendid og 
ment, to which he invites all the Relations. 
and Friends of his new Son. The next 
Day the Father, or, for Want of him the 

neareſt Kinſman of the Bridegroom does the 
fame. After the Entertainment, the Huſ- 


band gives the Dowry to his Bride, in 


Preſence of all the Gueſts; which ſhe pre- 
fently gives to her (x) Father and Mother, 
ix they be alive, for the Trouble and 
Charges they have had in Educating her: 
And 34 here a Man is reckon*d rich, 
in Proportion to the Daughters he has. 
The Father may uſe this Dowry with all 
Freedom ; but when he dies, it returns to 
his Daughter, for the Advantage of her 
Children, or to be otherwiſe: diſpos'd of 
at 


tiv) Theſe early Marriages never turn to Account, 
they are good to ſecute an Eſtate for the Parties, 
and. prevent their throwing themſelves away; but 
where all Weddings are publick, there is no Occa- 
ſion for this Caution. 

(x) We may conclude their Women makegood 
Wives, fince a Huſband: always purchaſes *em ; 
and their Parents willing enough to diſpoſe of em, 
ſince it tends f6 highly to their Benefit to do it. 
There are Men enough amongſt us would part with 
their Daughters at that Rate, but bl Know _ 
would take em fo. 


WE: 
at her Pleaſure. A Man may have ma- 
ny Wives, but the firſt married is rec- 
kon'd his true Wife; the other are only 
took*'d upon as Friends, and often ford 
to do the Drudgery of Servants: They 
live only with the firſt, keeping the others 
abroad; and if Merchants, in Places 
where they traffick. 

They think it unlawful to marry Siſters 
or other near Relations; and obſerve not 
to take a Wife of their own (y) Name, 
tho* no Relation to them; and marry the 
| fame Age and Quality. The Conditions 
of their Mind are conſider'd more than 
Beauty : The ordinary Price they. give for 
them, is, an Hundred Crowns, and often 
leſs. The Common People buy and fell 
their (z) Wives at Pleaſure, Mandoza, 
a grave Author, reports, That in the Pro- 
vinces bordering on Tartary, the Gover- 
nors and Vice-Roys preſcribe a certain 
Time bath to the Men and Women, * 


(») Several People in England'are of that ſuper- 
ſtitious Opinion, and many Inſtances may daily be 
brought to prove the nn 
but by what Fatality I can't conjeQuure.. - 
2) Women are a. good Commodity u Gia] 
Countries, but here a Man has the Advantage of 

ſelling his Wife fairly, r 
when he has otherwiſe done with her. art ol 


| 
1 
N 
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in which they are oblig'd, either to ſhut 
themſelves up in a Cloifter, or (a) marry, 


When that Time is come, all that will 


marry, appear on the Set Day at a City 
appointed in every Provinee to that end. 
hen there, they preſent themſelves to 12 
principal Perſons, nam'd by the King; who 


take, in Writing, the Names of the Men 


and Women, and their Qualities, informing 
themſelves exactly what Dowries the Men 
are able to give, Afterwards they view 
the Lift, both of the Men and Women, 


and if they find more Men than Women, 


or more Women than Men, they caſt 
Lots, and the others are married firſt the 
next Tear. Six of the twelve Perſons 
divide the Men into three Calſſes; put 
the Rich in the firſt, without any Re- 
gard to their (3) Breeding and Accom- 

liſhments; thoſe that are moderately fo, 


in the next; and the Poor in the laſt. 
While theſe make the Diviſion in the Men, 


the others divide the Women in three other 
| | Cilaſſes; 


() There is no Queſtion to be made, but that 
at certain Periodsand Stages of Time Things arrive 
at Perfection and Maturity; who anticipates em, 
ſpoils em, and to retard em is to loſe Time. 

- (6) Other People as well as they are wonder- 
Fully-inclin'd to value Riches, and undervalue eve- 
15 Qualification elſe; as if nothing could make 
Men happy, but Abundance of Money, —© 
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Claſſes ; putting in one the faireſt; in a» 
nother the leſs fair, and in the laſt thoſe 
that are leaſt handſom: They aſſign the 
(e) leſs fair to the leſs rich, without pay- 
ing any thing for them the leaſt hand- 
ſom to the Poor; and afterwards ſhare a- 
them all the Money the oO have 3 

blig'd the (4) Rich prog pay. Theſe | 
riages being adjuſted in this manner, = 
have great Reoycings in' the Houſes the 
King has appointed them: For in e 
of theſe Cities there are Houſes furniſh'd 
with many Beds, and all Things neceſſary 
for Lois inſomuch that every one 
takes what he wants, and keeps them for 
fifty Days that the Feaſt *. z after 1 
they = return home. 


A with ſmall Fortunes muſt wad 
ome Wives, but have a Penny-worth ac- 
to their Penny, where a juſt Diſtribution 
is made between Man and Man. Beauty here is 
the only Dowry a Woman brings, therefore he 
that has the opulent Fortune ſhould have the 
handfermeſt Woman, fnce warnen 
his Money 
La This is prudent enough, that as the meaner 
Sort are allotted the plaineſt Women, ſo thoſe that 
are able to pay a Market » ſhould have the 
Flower of the Market; and their Fines which 
they are amerced, ſerve pot operon ML 
lome Method of getting their Bread. 


tainments at theſe Marriages, 
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All theſe Circumſtances are obſery'd 
moſt by the Commonalty, and not by 


the Gentry, and Perſons of higher Rank, 


who are not ſubjeted to this Law, but 


may marry when, and how they pleaſe, 


* Japan, or Japo- Thoſe of Japan 
nia, is avaſt Country have commonly only 


| in the Eaftern Ocean, one Wife, but are di- 


ſuppoſed to be an and 8 5 
150 German Miles in vorc*d from her, and 


Length,and 70 broad. fend her home for very 
ſmall Cauſes, and after- 


wards marry others. The Women have 


not the ſame Liberty, 


The Heathen Tartars have many Wives, 
who live together in great Quiet. They 
give Money to their Wives Mothers, as a 
Recompence for the Advantage receiy*d 
from them. The firſt Wife is look'd up- 
on moſt lawful, and ſo are the (e) Chil- 
dren born of her. When the Father dies, 
the Son may marry all his Wives, except- 
ing his Mother, and her Siſters : They 
marry their Half. Siſters, after their Bro- 
ther's Death; and make very great Enter- 
. The 


| 


- 
7 | 2A p $72] 40 
(e) The Children of the Free- Woman had al- 
ways the Preference before thoſe of the Hand- 


[13]. 

The People of Tan- 

gut and I Catay marry 
as many Wives as they 
can keep: And if an 
2 young Woman 
beautiful, a rich Man 
marries her preſently, and 
and gives her Mother and 


Family a Reward to have 


her; as, Cattle, Slaves, 


ned 


Tangut, or Tans 


towards China, and 
the Eaſt-Indies.- . * 

+ Catay, or Ca- 
tio, is @ Region 
Afia, ſuppoſed, bylear- 
un, to 


Part f China. 
and oftentimes 


Money ; they valuing only Beauty. They 
have to Thirty Wives, more or leſs, ac- 

cording to their Abilities ; but the ern is is 
always chiefeſt. And if any is infirm, or not 


agreeable, they ſend her 


2) home. 2 


marry their Relations, as the 7 artars do, e: 


ven to their Step-mothers. 


45 


In Caindu they have a Ciſtoin amen 
from the People of Tangut, when they are 


married; they invite all the Stran 


gers that 


come into the Country to their Houſes, and 
leave them freely with their Wives, who 
have a gta, 8 which they 
14 Z : a 4 > | =. | "1 | WP 


"= Belly wad aig 5000 but ſeldomor 


never proves a ortune. 

g) This is not dem in Sickneſs and in 
Health, but as they pay wor Ee 
they expect to be ſerv'd and pleas'd by em; when 


they can no longer do that, Troop is the Worls- 


, is a Kingdom 
r 
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take not away till they go, that the Huf- 
* may then (b) return. 
een r EE 7 7 


leave Strangers with 
and Kingdom in T 
22855 Tattary. their Wives, without a+ 


ny Jealouſy. And in 
the Kingdom of Pan, if any one be abſent 
twenty Days together, his Wife may marry 
another Huſband; and Men may, after that 
Term, marry again Where- ever they are. 
The Canariui, in the Iſle of Goa, wot- 
ſhip a naked Statue, to which they bring. 
theirDaughters when they will marry them, 
that they may pray for the happy Succeſs 
| of their Marriage. The Prayer ended, 
the Daughter is married to the firſt that 
ſeeks her, As to the Feaſts and Ceremo- 
nies obſerv'd on the Wedding-day, we have. 
treated in the Chapter of the Chriſtians 15. 


5 Goa. 
N (b) As Bea is that that pleaſes, ſo what Cu- 
105 liar; is ſo far from being in : 
that it is not ſeldom a Duty to comply with it.. 
Ti not the Friendſhip they have for the gers, 
but the Diflike of the Hardſhips of the firſt Night's. 
Toil, that * 
e 

(5) Either they believe em virtuous, or care 
not whetherſthoy are ſo or hot; ſome Germans too 
divide n and call em 


2. 10 th + © 
de un ok ES 2 


( 15 } 


The Negroes of Africa, that dwell in the 
Kingdom of Sierralrone, have in every Ci- 
ty of Borough an Houſe a-part from others, 
where their, Daughters retire, | and are in- 

ſtructed for one Tear, by an Old Mas, of 
a good Family, -virtuous and religious. At 
the End of the () Year they come forth all 
together, well dreſsꝰd, and go into the pub- 
lick Piazza, to dance to ſeveral Inſtrumenits 
of Muſick: Their Fathers are preſent, and 
the young Men chuſe whom they like beſt, 
giving ſomething to their Fathers before 
they marry them. They preſent alſo the old 
Man, for his Trouble of inſtructing and 
keeping them; then take them home, where 


they Ayr the nge of their Mar- 


marry, 1 2 5 Fathers 
ſeek them Wives; and 
when they have found to 

their ir Abies, give dun. asd oblige them 


Diſeretion and Retigion that ſhe' bey know bbw 
Fay, Kindnck in her 
ho ies, — 
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to take them, though never ſeen before. 
The Son has nothing from his Father, who 
ſends him naked [if he has gain'd nothing 
by his own Labour] into the World, to lay 
the Foundation of his on Family. The 
Brides (m) Relations give them a ſmall 
Sum in Gold; and tho? very rich, add lit- 
tle more than what the Poor give; for 
2 they receive is only for the Expence 
of the Feaſt. This Cuſtom is ſo well ob- 
ſerv'd, that the King's Daughters have no 
more than one Slave to ferve them. The 
Bride ſwears, in the Preſence of the Com- 
pany, that ſhe will be faithful and preſerve 
her Conjugal Chaſtity. Which Oath i is ne- 
ver requir'd of the (n) Huſband, © 
If, during the Marriage, a Man get ſo 
much, that he is able to maintain another 
Wife, he cannot marry her without the 
| 90 Conſent 


(m) Here it ſeems there is alwa „ Tobackdi 
from the Woman's Friends, e ihe Fndings 
thing, and it ſeems a little hard on the Man's Side, 
that he ſhould be turn'd out of Doors by his Fa- 
tber, and no other Proviſion made for him but a 
Wife be knows nothing of 

| (n) Such an Oath from the Man would hinder 

a ſecond Wife when able, and — 
* for her Conſent a Gratuity 
73S ˙ CAS 
Bo an * 


er. However, he k 


_ 
Conſent of the firſt 3. to which if ſhe. 
ſent, he is oblig'd to pay her ſo much, 
the Woman is received into the Houſe, 
more as a Concubine, than Wife. When 
the . Huſband obſerves his Wife grow (e) 
old, he may forſake her, to marry a 


her in his Hou uſe, 


where ſhe is bound to give an Account 


it, and ſerve the younger; look after the 


Kitchen, and do what hich her Huſ- 


band. 


The People of Ma- 


nomotapa, in the Lower 
Ethiopia, marry accord- 


ing to their Abilities, as 


many Wives as they will; 

but the firſt is the 92 
eſt, the others ſerve her, 
and her Children ſucceed 


in the Inheritance. No 


= þ marry a Woman 


E 


9 W FT 
a City and Kingdom 
in the Southern i 


opia in Africa; of 


great Extent, con- 
taining in it 25 other 
Kingdoms;and reaches 
from the North to the 


South 250 Spaniſh 


paſt Child-bear- 


And when the Women are firſt Big, 
= is great Joy in their Families. The 
old Nomen. when not like to ( con- 


SY £27 _ hs 


Py This is laudable —_— — to Na- 


ture and Policy? For why ſhould a Man bind him. 
ſelf to a Woman, that can anſwer but the leaſt of 


three Grand Articles. 


* * — n 10 We Inpatient, 


. 5 * ft « ©» 
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ceive, may not marry. The Virgins go na- 
ked till married, and then wear a thin Silk; 
and when they have Children cover their | 

22 and Breaſts (2) cloſer. 7 
gs The Inhabitants of 
is Inſula, Op ocotara have the like 
Gard To Jul, 075 Polygamy, and may 
land upon the C Y change them at Plea- 
Zanguebar, inAfrics. ſure, and that by carry- 
ing them into a Market, or publick Place; 
where they exchange for others, either for 


a Time, or for ever, 
| Thofe of Canada 
2 Canada 0 45 content themſelves with 
North America. one (7) Wife, tho" they 
are not forbid many. 
| The 
Hwa may old Folks paſt Love, or being 
loved, and yet they muſt have a Huſband: A Vice 
more abominable all the Errors of Youth, and 
ſhe that continues warm at Sixty, fans n. 
hot 8 
ED When they come to Child Bearing they are 
and ought to preſerve thoſe Parts more 
eſpecially from the Injuries - the an. which 
ſo immediately tend to the Propagation, oduction 
and 8 an 099: Gre ram | 
Y Few People beſides themſelves would be 0 
chaſte ml reſerv'd, for many Men's 
paſs upon the World for Virtues; that if it were 


not for the Cenſure of the Law, n 
r 


— 
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The Samagoft have many, not ſo much 


out of Luft, as to gain ( Authority by 


Alliances, and a Multitude of Children; 
The Fathers never endow, or give any | 
thing to their Daughters: Nay, he that 

marries one of them, makes their Parents 
Preſents in Proportion to their Abilities, or 
the Beauty of their N They cele- 
brate their Marriages ſolemnly, with Songs, 
Muſick, Balls, and 'Panegyricks on the 
New-married. When a Woman is taken 
in Adultery, ſhe attones for the Crime with 


her (t) Life; as does the Adulterer : It : 
not ſo with the unmarried Women, to whom 


it is no (u) Diſhonour to have been enjoy*d 
Si 


1 


(5). Children were formerly an equal 
Wealth, as Slaves and Cattle, —_ 
and as for ſtrengthening our ſelves by their 
ages, Experience ſhews it is a — Error, 
what has much impared thoſe other Families, 
have match'd in ſuch numerous and proliſic 

(t) Adultery is a Crime, that where Cuſtom 
not permitted it, has the leaft to be faid in its 


H 


7 


- 
G 


FR 


= 
* 


1. 


fence of any: But for People to be in the 
Fact, is ſuch an Addition of Folly to the Fault, 
that it merits nothing lefs than Death. © 
% Where a Woman has not tied up her own 


oy 


1 
* 


Hands, I dare not ſay it is a Crime, tho" 


4 


t 48 | 


2 The Inhabitants of » 3 
5 e Hage, Florida have only one 
4 in the Norch Wife, to diſtinguiſh * en 
America: from their Kings, and 

great Lords, who have 
two or three; but on this Compact how- 
ever, that the firſt ſhall have the chief Au- 
thority in the Houſe, and that their Sons 
ſhall inherit the Father's Eſtates, or Govern- 
ment. But all theſe Wives apply themſel- 
ves indifferently to the Care by, the Houle : 
And when one is with Child, the Huſband 


mull not any longer lie with her. 


The Iſlanders of 
* Cuba, a — gue Cuba, before their Iſle 
and in the Bay of was poſſeſſed by the 


exico, in America, 
to the South of Flori- Chriſtians, married at 


da, which is one of Pleaſure, and only ſo 


the _ 1 long as they were con- 
World, di ;ſcovered by tent to keep together s 


the Spaniards. for the Separation was 
as well on the one Side, 


as the other, when they pleas' d. 


The 


quite clear it from Im prudence. The Hollander: 
themſelves take little or no Notice of it, infomuch 
that tis almoſt a Proverb, that there is never a 
Cuckold, and never an honeſt Woman in Amfter- 


dam. 


. | The Cacichi had divers Wives 1 


Cam 1 


invited to the Wedding, uſe the Bide ( 
at Pleaſure, as well amongPerſons of better 
Rank;-'as the Commonalty, 141 1 
The“ Mexican be-  o FIR 
n they recewed the qi Mou Noth 2 
Chriſtian Faith, matri- America, the Capital 
ed in this Manner t They Y. Ne pony ou 
both preſented themſel- Bs bs ON | 
ves to their Prieſt; who __ Spann Pre- 
taking them by their Rey of the WelzIn» 
Hands, aſſed them ma- , Be ad as Gt. 
re laſtly F ci 149] 
of their Deſtre to ber married N 
Then talcing the (π) Skirt of the Woll 
man's Veil, and that of the Man's Garz 
ment, tied them together, ail led them ſo 
faſten'd to the Bride's Houſe, where was 4 
great Fire kindled; they went ſeven times 
round this Fire, and ſate down together; 


which 
eh! 46206 W t N os ers il 2 


Es „ 1 __ © 28% 


Wy but who jerry not die to be 5 ps 
lain, not that any Accounts from thety-acquai 
us with'one Naas Inſtance of, 5 9 12830 
on ) her Wedd ing . 


_ At will t 
* Ger An of walking rj TE Fire =, 
ſame as thofc of Cunkai 0 W uſe, and 
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explain'd Were. 
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which ended all the Ceremonies, and che 
Marriage was compleat. | 


The Inhabitants of Civols, or Neu Gra- 
nata, are content with one Wife, whom 
they may freely leave; as the Women may 
their Huſbands with the ſame Liberty, 
when they know they go ( ” TORY > 


- Thoſe. of Camara, befors they marry 
eheir Daughters, ſend them into the public 
Piazza's, that they may by Converſation 
learn the Bufthens and 2 Duties of Ma- 
trimony. The Perſons of Note, and the 
Rich, marry many Women at Pleaſure; 
take all Travellers to their Houlcs, they 
meet in the Roads, and let them * 
thoſe of hair (a ) Wy ves way ike deſt. 


* 1 


ted 1 1 1 f P + & In 
Hints . | | 
(3) When the Woman goes aſtray, *tis more 
than Time. ſhe was diſcarded ; for tho? the Sin, 
peradyenture of the Perjury may be equally Capi- 
tal in both; yet the Nature of the Conſequences 
" fuch Deviations cannot but be more fatal on 
Woman's Behalf than the Man's. 
_ (3) They a are r eaſily learnt than practiſad, 
bit What can a M an expect fram one that neyer 
 hedtda' 'SyNable of it it. 
f 100 This is the laſt thin e 
oſpitalit tertain 8 to partic 4 
Bed Fins tha 1 * 2 


* 


HR - [ 
oi Bats 2 
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bo * Paria they may „ 
have many Wives ; but br -l. ed 0 
one is the Miſtreſs of 8 Firma, in South 4 
Houſe, and comman merica, near #t 
King others. Thoſe of 8 — "of 
the meaneſt Condition, the Spaniards, + 
have Ac leaſt t t Wo or 
2 And they may all, when their Wives 

gin to grow old, turn them off, and take 
others younger. The Prieſts teach them 
when they are young, and own them * 


learn all neceſſary Arts. | 
ö The * Caribbees N eee eee 
| the ſame Cuſtoms De Caribbees, 


| on the Wedding- ba 2 


| and many. Days. after, fans, . yr er- 

they take their Wives, ud like 4 Bow, 

with great Noiſe and ns 

Attendance , into the ken Parts, 4 

Woods, where they 45, f 

hag, and (b). ill all they meet with. 7 
The Topinan ou, Inhabitants of preßt _ 

in the Southern America, have no other Re- 

gard in their Marriages, but to Affinity in 

the firſt Degree, becauſe from the Second 

they may marry all their Relations. They 


allow Polygam 5 which gives them the Re- 
ſy 


Fre a] ee ave * * Th Far- * 


Wives to 


a je: adi Cuſtom of urj their 
. Replies, Murder and om of ing 


Vs 


124 p 
tiality they ſhew to one more cha other, 
makes nor the other jealous ;” > fe live 
all very peaceably. As to the Cement 
He that has a Mind to a young Woman, 
ſeeks her of her Father, and next Relation; 

and when he has obtain'd Conſent, ' leads 
her home, and ſhe becomes His Wife. 45 he 1 
promiſe their Sons in their Childhood; an 
when at Years, they are bound to ſtand tb 
the Will of their Parents. Yet the Huf- 
band may caft off his Wife upon any great 
Diſtaſte; as ſhe may alſo, on the like Oc- 
caſion; telling him plainly, ſhe leaves him, 
to ſeek another more civil' Huſband And 
theſe Separations do el ſubject them to 
any {c) pa ee i 
* | _ od Peru they had 
* peru ir 4 large many 'Wives elde they 


— 5 Phra were | Rell Catholicks*; 


great Plenty -of Gold yet only one was' reckon- 
and Silver Mines; and ed lawful. When 'they 
1 Bre rang would arry any one, 
Sell A they went to her Houſe, 

and with the Father's 
Conſent, put her on an n Oftoya, which is a 
b F 12 1326.4 lk Shoe 


a 15 | 
ff 0 171 Lf $$ 3 ©® »* # 4 , $i 


3 0 The frequent Se les Wa is us'd 293 
em upon every 1ittle Provocation, makes em 

not expect ſure to live either long or happily toge- 
| ther : There 1 is nothing i in the Preliminaries of their 
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Shoe they uſe, and ſo lead her home. When 
they had a Virgin, the Otta was of (4) 
Wool; if ſhe had been taken by others he- 
fore, it was of. Ruſhes. All the Concu-, 
bines were bound to honour the firſt Wife 
and ſhe only, upon the Death of her Huſ-, 
band, put on Mourning for a Vear, during, 
which Time ſhe could not marry again... 
The Tratini and Varaes, that live inf 
Province of 1" 2 65 6 5 have many 0 


gg 


hoe Fin be is 1 — — 
as a 1 where he learns to 


1 A „1 


hey * 514 
ak 15 * W In their Delice,. or 


75 4 0 
105 


Application in their Suit, which leaves the Wor 


man's Heart too leſs ſenſibly touch'd, and thefe-/ 
fore more ſuſceptible of Diſguſt; and as they meet: 
without Affection, they part without Concern, 
la], The... moſt, barbarous Nations ever ſet moſt 
by a Virgin to Wer, tho 2 did not affect che! 
getting it. a hae 
(ey * 10 many various gh 4 Ad, 
an, and Expectation from, him 
urage and Induſtry : His Acceptance 
implies a Conſent to fight and work for her. 


5.46 
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know and manage the Intereſts of hi 
Bride, till ſhe 2 an Age capable 6 95 
it. When a young Man would get him 
a Wife, he goes to her Parents, and pre- 
ſents them a Bundle of (f) Sticks. If they 
are receiv'd, it is a Sign the Motion is 
embrac u; and the Houſe from that Time, 
is free to him. Soon after a Woman is 
married, ſhe makes a () Shroud to bu- 

ry * Huſband, and another for her- 
_ fe | 


„ Gui | In * Guiana, or New' 
* 1 » Or 4 

large 2 is the Andaluſia, the Perſons of 

South America, which higheſt Qual ity and rich- 

8 E. > Aan in three 

ih. Detth and ves, and often more, 

rench. the Commonalty being 

| oblig'd to one. The o- 

| | + Tad ther 


- 
* 


Iam unwilling to think he carries this hum” 
ble Preſent to the Parents of his intended Bride, as. 
ſo far a Proof of his deſigning to be a good loving 
Huſband, as he there furniſhes em with ſo many 
Inftruments of Chaſtiſement; but would rather 
take it for a Type of Labour and Willingnefs to 
"4 Mot Women urs joehatiog the "iid 

omen are preparing for 
, and lo oking out for beneficial Goſſips, 
and never think of theſe ſad and lamentable Con- 
cerns, till they are half under Ground. Theſe 
| 52 


[ 127 ] 1 
ther Wives are but as Servants to the firſt» 
Thoſe who have the greateſt Number. of 
Women, are moſt eſteem'd, and reſpect” 
ed: In other Things, they follow. the Cu- 
ſtoms of Peru. There are in Syria a Sort 
of People, called Draa, who, by ſome- 
are believ'd Chriſtians; but in their Ac- 
tions, are neither Chriſtians, nor Fews. 
Theſe indifferently marry their Daughters 
Mothers and. Siſters; giving this for a 
Reaſon, That they have had Children by: 
them, and not by others; and no one ean 
forbid them the Uſe of their (b) own. 
They have ſome Feaſts in the Tear, when 
all the Men and Women meet together t“ 
divert themſelves. There they feaſt in 
common; and aſtur N give 
115 * Mae 42 


of living in this World d to . 
tin > + others; to be ieftubkh's and 


, and dere en. Glen d Air th 


e . 


Dre t way at leaſt. 
It is not Precept nor Prejudice of Edutation, but 
Nature ſeems very much ſtarted at the very-propos | 
ſing it, Parents and Children caw't come 
Diſparity of Years, / 2 


ft in Faber ſhould render it impraRtica 
— Gay to te hog a e 
Countries. | 


Meri N 


a mutual Liberty to enjoy thoſe Women 
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they like moſt; renouncing, e Occa- 
ſionzqany Property in their Wives. 
The Eaſtern Faponefi, commonly * ed 
Lopes Salvatici, contract their Marriag es 
in He Brbſonce of their Parents and Friends, 
the: firſt Ceremony being, Strikingagainſt 
a Stone, out of which he that makes the 
firſt (i) Fire come, is eſteem'd the moſt 
excellent. The Marriage thus eſtabliſh*d; 
the Bride, dreſs'd in Etmin Skins or Sat 
bles, is ſet upon a tame Boar and her Re- 
lations and Friends accompany her to the 


Cave or Tent, (becauſe they have no Hou- 


ſes nor Cities,) ſinging, and wiſhing them 
Health and Iſſue. The Bridegroom is al- 
ſo in Bears Skins, 005 W and from 
6 that 


a Je beitigrreputed a Mark of Vigour, or Skill, 
or elſe an Omen of Good-Luck ; for Fire has been 
the moſt glorified: Element of any, for God him- 
felf appear d in it to Moſes in the uſb, conducted 


| him, and the Tribes through the Wilderneſs,” Qc. 
and many other Inſtances may be brought even 


from as high as Cain and Abel, for the Fire deſcen- | 
ded from «Heaven, and conſumed the Offerings; 


and theſe I imagine left ſuch an Impreſſion upon 


the | Eaſtern; People, that tho“ it has been wrong 
applied, and mixt with other Superſtitions, yet 
waz the great Original of this great Veneration 


_”m Napa: and — IEEE: 


that Time way th together. They fall, 


a Singing 


L129 1 


not Feaſtin Dancing to ſome raſtick. 


Muſick, and to fing the Praiſes of telt 


Ancient Captains in Verſe; in Memo 
of 9 25 to bewail their Deaths, their 
5 interrupted, and they lament, 
cr roan * and caſt themſelves on dhe, 
G Ol d, with” a "Thouſand Contorfions 
as delperate Perſons, for ſome pe 
Loſs ; after Which, they return to their 
Singing and Balls, and ſpend the Day in 
Feaſting REI 
52 0 8 0 Souther Karts . agel _ 
ca, Wal hen... 1001 982 4: 
2 Man rom kes da young fie 
Woman r 727 jr 
her of her Parents, * 
4 full Aſſembly; at doſes deer away 
if her Parents conſent, he takes her, 55 
carries her home, without more 3 
The Company get together next Day to 


() feaſt; after which, the Huſband re- 
— ceives 


(+ pl 'Tis very remarkable that tho” many Nati. 
iffer ſtrangely in their Amours, and Ceremo- 
— of their Celebrating that new, rather than 


THT ; yet all of them concur in this 

one, biz. That there is Mirth, Muſick, Merry- 

Making, Singing, Dancing, Shouting, bel 
0 


cing, publick Exerciſing, . on Horſeback, 
| ſome 
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ceives what 1s aſſi gn'd him in Dowry with 
his Wife, who is bound to exerciſe. the 
ſame Trade and Profeſſion of Life as her 
Huſband does, and to be never out of his 
Sight. When ſhe is falſe to her Conjugal 
Duty, her Huſband ſends her back to her 
Parents, who ſhave her; and if her Huſ- 
band be content to take her home, agaip, 
the is never more enjoy'd by him, but ob- 
lig d to ſerve him as nd. as ſhe lives, 


1 ſome one way, e bot 
every thing that can be thought on to diyert th 


Bride and B their Alacrity in 
3 y and pleas'd; give 
Lem a Proof of their Friendſhip and good Wizz; 


and from their being ſo themſelves draw Re : 
5 mn en 
ty 


{ 1 
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11 oO” the Publick is hot at all con. . 
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Country, than the Generality of Mankind 
can. pretend to, who have not made ſo ma- 
ny dangerous Voyages thither as I have 
done. And after all, the very Place I am 
in, at preſent, ſeems to challenge this Per- 
formance from me; for Marriage being one 
of the ſeyereſt Confinements in Nature, no 
Man ran write ſo feelingly of it, as he that 
is actually a Priſoner, neither is any Place 
ſo * + a to give an Account of it in as 
2 . 


Having made two or three Campaigns 
in Flanders under the famous Mareſchal 
de Turenue, my old Father ſent for me 
home, in order to ſee me ſettled in the 
World before be died: For which Pur- 
ſe he recommended to me a ſtale angient 
Widow, aged Threeſcore at leaſt z adding, 
That tho* her Perſon was indifferent, yet 
The had Abundance of Wealth to atone 
for all Defects of Nature. Twas in vain 
to remonſtrate to him, what a Diſpropor- 
tion there was between our Ages, and con- 
ſequently between our Humours and Incli- 
nations, The old Gentleman reſolved to 
de obey d without an Reſerve, and after 
the laudable Example of moſt Parents, 
who think it not enough to give their Chil- 
dren a Being, unleſs they take Pains to 
make it miſerable to them, facrific'd his 
eldeſt Son to his own ſordid Avarice., 1 


— 
- 
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It wauld 4 as 3 | 
It nature tg at 
tempt a Lr 0 Deſcription at” ,my 
Spouſe's Perſan, and therefore I ſhall wart 
it, becauſe all Women would be young an 
handſome if it lay in their Power 3 an 
*tis no Fault of theirs, that either Nature 
3 Old Age give them Deformity.or, Wrin- 
nly this give me leave to Ur 
we never wereBody andSoul better match'd 
than in her, "Tho" her Hide was as tough 
8 2 and 2 7 0 205 ſame delicious 

mplexion, , yet her was toughber, 
and more obſtinate. She inſiſted ple 


ingly, upon the Prerogative of her | 
and told me young Men ought to Ea | 
quious to Perſons of rience. _ ' 512 
Among, her other noble Qualifications, 
which Time daily diſcoyer'd to; me, hy 
was a zealous Admirer of cool: Nan, 
other Strong Liquors; and, for my 4 | 
I was ſo far from checking this commend 
8 that] E all T con 
to encourage it. underha 
the Curate of the Pariſh, who Y york 
zling better chan 2 8 and an old red» 
nos d Midwiſe in the Neighbourhood, to 
ly her with conſtant Viſits 3 and theſe wn | 
thful Agents of mine fa. effectually dil- 
charg'd their Commillion, that, in two 
Months, they drank my Spouſe, into a 


. Dropſy, which, being e 52 
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2 Complication of other Diſtempers, rip'd 
her Heels in as many Months more, 
der ſent her to her worſhipful Ance- 
ors. 8 
Tis, impolible to deſcribe the Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction I found in my ſelf, when 1 
was got rid of this ſoperannuated Piece of 
Houfhould-ſtuff. I fancied the whole Fate 
of Nature more delightful and agreeable 
than before, my Preams were happy and 
fortunate, every 0 ſs of Wine, and every 
Diſh of Meat fee md. to carry a new Flavour 
mea In ſhort,” I was ſo pleas'd with the 

ppinefs of my Condition, that I reſoly*d' 
er it 4 On Cop ſideration whatever, 
nor tempt. idence, by leaping mto the 
fame Gulph' a cb Time. But whether 
Heaven defign'l to humble me for the Sins 
of m Family, or give me qv op Opportu- 
* nity to exerciſe my Patience, I Pace. 
not long after, to mY invited to a certain Al- 
ſembly, where 1 A one of the moſt charms 
mg young Creatures in the Univerſe. What 
need 1 enlarge upon every Particulat? H 
Iov*d her, and to bat yiolent Degree, that 
tho? 115 Family ard Fortune were 1 tely 
inferior to aide, and my Relations Ha of 
fea me twenty ind twenty Matches, thät 
would have Roaſt much more advanta; eous 
to me, yet hurried on by the left-h nded 


Planer that perſided over my Nativity,-and 


deaf 
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deaf to all the Repreſentations of my 
Friends, who all advis'd me againſt this 
accurſed Con junction, I''was "the "ſecon® 
iowa betray Pl into the Snare of Matrimo- 
n. di tum M4 T3 4 2345 4 © ut 
I bo had Aatter'd wyſelf all: along, that this 
young Woman, whom, like a Coxcomb 
as I was, 1 took for an Angel incarnate, 
would not pretend to rule the Roaſt ang 
domineer, as perhaps one of equal Qualit 
with myſelf might do, but make up in Af- 
fection, Duty, Submiſſion, and other Cons 
Jupal eber z. what the wanted in N 
tune. * 1 2 . : 121 
But, alas! 4 little: 'Tyme:convige'd we; 
that I reckon'd all this While without my 

HFoſt; for this demure, mealy- mouth 

Baggage, who I expected would have been 

| a ſecond patient Gri/el, prov'd the molt 
termagant, - "ill:condirjon'd. Fury, that evet.. 
rebelPd againſt her Lord and Sovereign. 
She talk d me deaf all Day, the ſame Pers 
ſecution ſhe continu'd to me all Night. 
Nay, fo impertinent was ſne of her Tongue, 
that : ſhe*d' ſcold” even When the Rites: of 
Love were performing, at Which favoura- 
ble Moment the very worſt of her Sex arg- 
content to drop their Reſentment. 
One while ſhe woud me for a 
new Gon and Petticoat, another while fcb 


a ne Seit of Indian Furaiture:. The Loc f 
3 _ ing! 
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ing-Glaſſes were not of the neweſt Made, 
the Stair-Caſe was dark, the Parlour Roof 
too low. In ſhort, I muſt pluck down the 
whole Houſe to fatisfy her Vanity. Beſides, 
ſhe expected every Minute when ſhe muſt 
ery out, and was I ſuch a Fool as to believe 
the would diſgrace herſelf fo far, as to lie 
in a Bed that was cont ry to Farthin- 
la, and had been made in the Reign of 
en Elizabeth ? Kast op th 
For ſome Time I bore this inſolent Lan- 
gnage with all the Patience I was Maſter 
of, hoping the Humour would dry up of 
itſelf : But as I found no good Succeſs from 
it, I reſolv'd to give her as good as ſhe 
brought, and fo whenever ſhe began 40 
- bay: Changes with her never-fathng 

le Clack, I was as abſtreperous on my 
Side, and pour d a Broad fide upon ber. 
But I ſoon. bees me ſenſible that a married 
Man had as good run his Head againſt a 
Brick-Wall, as engage with a Woman in 
her own Element of Scelding, for which 
Reaſon I refolv'd to alter my Meaſures, . 
The next Time the attack'd me with her 
matrimonial Rhetoric, I rephed not ene 
Syllable either good or bad, but walk u 
unconcern*d about the Room, and either 
whiſtled; or hummd a Tune to myſelf. 
This unexpected Neglect of ber Eloquenee 
Pt her into — 


1 9 1 


that her Paſſion had like to have chagk'd 
her. She invok'd Heaven and Hell to her 
Affiſtancez ſhe. wiſh'd: herſelf ity. Foo 
We Ground when the Parſon join'd her 
o fo barbarous a. Tyrant; ſhe murder'd 
hu, and Parrot in her Fury, and 
2 ſhe would never come within the 
e 
ut Mp , E rman 8. 
a: 1 2 er Succels of his 
inding m t 
Preſcription, I determin'd to continue it to 
poor Wife till I had effectually cur'd 
eee OR 
orſhip, a perform'd; fox ſo con- 
cern'd was che vito Spoue of of coy Ro 
fom,. to ſee fn that her Tong N 
not the leaſt 1 upon tho 
of my Heart in à little Time the Im- 
our of her Nature frettedd her into a 
Lale Nieren, and thus Heav*s, of itz in- 
rey, Was onte more pleas d to re. 
bee Lb, * 
ne w ona now 
2 Man ho had the ill Lag to B facht 
8 married to ſuch 2 Brace f Devils, 
and the good Luck to get id of them ſo 
, would ſolemal Simons Marriages. 
and all its wicked Works, fon the Time ta 
come. I did fo; but alas] rio oor po] 
N For the Devil of 


_ Log 
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Love, who never fall to lay Lime-twigs 
in the Way of tile Ri ghteous, „owe me a 
Country Baronet's Daughter at the Opera, 
whoſe Name was kt, on to a 
Miracle, and charming beyond Expreſſion. 

One Look of her made an entire Conqueſt 
of my Heart, and daſh'd all my noble Re- 
. to Pieces. I Janguiſh'd, I fightd 
for her; nay, I THI and yerlify? for 
her. To conclude, I was upon” the Brink 
of Deſpair to obtain her, and within a 
Fortnight after the Conſummation of our 
Marriage, was as impatient and uneaſy to 
free myſelf from her nauſeous Embraces. 
Had Nature taken as much Paing in 
framing lier Soul, as the took in moulding 
Her exterior Form, I had certainly been the 
happieſt Huſband'in the Univerſe. But as 
a fooliſh awkward Woman cannot fail of 
growing deſpicable, let her Out- ſide be ne- 
ver ſo bewitching, ſo ſoon as ever the Edge 
of the Appetite is rebated by -Enjoyment, 
I found, 25 my Sorrow, that Melaniſſa had 

none of thoſe Charms which J fancied her 


> plentifully poſſeſs'd of at firſt, ſo that for 


all the Comfort I found either in the Ma- 
nagement of fier Family, or in her Conver- 
— I might as well have link'd myſelf 

painted Baby, or offer d Courtſhip to 


Healer 80 Status,. 4 | 
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Other, P _# wo. their Wi 
, er, People , may w eir ives 
largely Nocke with Vitae" and Relig gion, 
for my Part I am not Gf impudent to alk 
any Miracles of Heaven, but Thould be ve 
ry well content, in, this degenerate Age, i 
mine had only Prid attended With! a con- 
venient Spriglitlineſs of Wit. A "little 
fooliſh ' Soptiſtry | may cheat, and impoſe 
Ton. a Woman's ' Virtue, and two or, hree 
exts of Scripture, diſcreetly manag'd by 
a Gallant, may demoliſh” her Religion 
But Pride is an impregnable Citradel, hic 
is neither to be taken by down-right Stotm⸗ 
ing, nor under-hand Treachery. A Lad 
that has Pride, that is to lay, that has 
uſt Valae for herſelf, ſcorns to "Violate her 
Honor: ' becauſe ſhe ſcorns to, leave i it in 
y Man's Power to, inſult her, and this 
proves a never-failing nr ex to her, when 
er Virtüe and Religion are += "out of 
the Field. And then I ok d have m uy 
Wife Miſtreſs of a convenient Sprightline 
of Wit,” both to humble imperkinent Cox- 
combs upon Occaſion, as alſo to keep Lov ve 
alive, and give it anew Motion, 6050 En- 
joyment and kong Cohpbitation | have lulPd 
it aſteep,*' © 
I can't tell whether, ſhe did c the Ho- 
nout to make me a Cuckold, or no; but 
this 1 a 10 furę, &f, that her indiſereet C6n- 


doct made be only my my ſelf, but all the 
val [ IL: 20704 Neigh- 


207 


as I w 


two you 
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| Neighbourhood, conclude me to be one of 


that numerous Claſs, which was all one as 
if ſhe had actually beſtow'd that Favour up- 
on me. To make ſhort of my Story, ne- 
ver was poor Priſoner ſo ſick of his Chains 
1 of mine, a 5 when, I was reduc'd 
to the Extremity of Deſpair, neither know- 
is how, or when, 1 ſhould| be rnb out 
of Captivity, Providence was pleas'd to 
anty this Gordian Knot for me, by taking 
her off in Child-birth, SE OAH? 
As had now, to my great Regret and 
Sorrow, hazarded my F Stake, upon 
| bg Women, and been equally dif 
appointed by both, I came to this Reſolu- 
tion, That if ever my Inclination, or my 
Fate, ſhou'd throw me upon this ſkppery 
State again, it would be much mare d- 
viſeable for me to pitch upon ſome ſob 
middle-aged Matron, that had ſeen the 
World, and managed the Concerns of a 
l than ſuffer myſelf to be wh Y 
into Matrimony by ſome raw unexperi 
Creature, and truck the Repoſe and Trao- 
uility of my whole Life to a little inſigni- 
cant White and Red, 'which is ſeldom 
long- liv'd. | Ni inn bo: 1361 10 18 1 
While I was employ? by theſe noble 
Thoughts, ſome of my Relations recom- 
mended me to an Advocate's Widow, whoſe 


. : 


Huſband had left her prodigiouſly poet 
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Not to conceal my Infirmities from the 
World, I muſt freely on, that it was not 
the Agreeableneſs of her Perſon, nor the 
Merit of her Reputation, that onee more 
prevail'd with me to part with my Liberty, 
but 1 had a wonderful Itching upon me to 
be fingering of her Bags, and diſpoſing af 
her dirty Acres. A Woman worth Twenk 
ty Thouſand Pounds, as this Widow was, 
had Twenty Thouſand: Charms about her: 
Now, how was it poſſible for any 
Man to reſiſt Twenty Thouſand c Charms, 
that were current Money uy the dat 
over from London to Japan 4 
About a Fortnight after _ - Marriage, 1 


deſir'd her to let me have the peruſing f 
her Bonds, and other Papers, that we 


might manage every Thing to our beſt Ads 
vantage. How, cry'd ſhe, in a furious 
Tone, to our beſt Advantage, what Dev 
vil was it put it into thy Noddle 80 
think I would comply with any ſuck 
„ Propoſal? What! 1 part with my Bonds 
and my Papers! No, Flt fooner' part 
„ with my Head. My late Huſband 
(God reſt his Soul) adviſed mg. never 
„to give the Staff out of my own Hands; 
and do'ſt thou think | am ſo damm d a 
4 Fool to neglect ſuch a Huſband's Ad- 
„% vice, who (to thy Face I tell it thee) + 
Ne fir INT the Law as well as ever a 
243 as daggle- : 
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F<; daggle-tail'd Counſellor of them all, 
**'ithat dumb founded the Truth with 
© Lungs of Leather, and Front of Bras 
„ in Weſtminſter Hall. | 

In fine, Matters came to ſuch a Pitch a 
laſt, that ſhe would neither eat, nor drink, 
nor go to Bed, unleſs I could ſhow her 
Law for't; hay, if Task'd her to accompa- 
ny me to Church, ſhe ſtill demanded a 
Preſident,” Law it was ſhe wou'd be go- 
vern'd by, and ſhe would ſtand and fall 
by the Law. Since I found her upbn 
this Strain, I reſoved to give my Gentles 
woman her Bellyfull of what ſhe lov?d'; fo 
to Law we went, I: Jugg*d at one End of 
her Eſtate, and ſhe lugg'd at the other. 
After ſeveral expenfive Trials 'twas my 
good Fortune, or rather the Merit of my 
Fees, to caſt her, upon which Succeſs I im- 
mediately cut down a pretty Rookery, and 
Grove of Trees adjoining to her /Houſe; 
whoſe -untimely Lopping ſhe took ſo ex- 
ceedingly to Heart, that ſhe pin'd away 
herſelf to a Skeleton, and I was' ſo nicely 
con ſcientious as to make her Coffin of one 
of thoſe beloved! Trees that had octaſion'd 
her Death. rn 10 %% Thig 20! ig 0). ? 
. © Tho? thi litigious e female 
Limb 6f the Law, this ſecond Edition of 
Widow Blatkacre with Additions and A 
Er had prov'd ſuch a curſed 

83 Thorn 


„ 3 
Thorn in my Foot, yet, like poor Loſers 
at the Royal Oak Lottery, that ſtill game 
on with an Expectation of making up 
their Loſſes, the ſame numerical Devil that 
had ſo often palm'd a bad Wife upon me, 
whiſper'd me, as I thought, in the Ear, 
that his Malice was now over, and that 
my next Election ſhould ſucceed to my 
Heart's Deſire. 1 
As Fortune would have it, I caſt my 
Eyes upon my. Lady Gripe-well, the ſad 
and melancholy Relict of my late Lord. 
Gripe-well. Her Year of | Mourning was 
hardly over, when I made my Addreſſes 
to her. After the uſual Formalities were 
(for Widows like B—ps are oblig'd, 
in Point of Decency, to refuſe once or 
twice what they moſt earneſtly deſire) we 
were eccleſiaſtically conglutinated with a 
World of Pomp and Magnificence. This 
Noiſe and Hurry I liked well enough for 
a few Days, but finding it ſtil] to continue, 
and carry the fame, if not a greater Ex- 
pence with it, I made bold to remonſtrate 
to her Ladyſhip, that this profuſe. Way 
of Living wou'd ſoon confound my Eſtate, - 
and © therefore deſired, her to reform theſe 
Extravagancies. She took me up. imme- 
diately, telling me ſhe was a Perſon of 
Quality, and would always live like one, 
in ſhort, that ſhe wou'd not diſgrace her 
H Family, 


( 146 ] 
Family, nor mine, and what Entertain- 
ments ſhe gave, was all for my Reps, 
tion. 

Well, the Devil take this Word Qua- 
lity, for it was thundet'd into my Ears a 
- Thouſand times a Day. For Inſtance, if 
1 told, her *twas indecent to ſtay out ſo late 
a Nights, ſhe anſwer'd, twas the Way of 
Perſons of Yuality ; if I deſired — 91 to 
leave off Borrowing of Money of fine 
Gentlemen, and frequenting the Baſſet- 
Tatle, why all Perſons of Quality did the 
fame: In. ſhort, whatever Irregularities I 
tax'd her with, ſhe ſtill retreated into that 
Inchanted Caltle call'd Quality. Not to 
duell longer upon ſo ungrateful a Subject, 
her Quality (a Pox confonud it) run me out 
of all thoſe vaſt Sums which I had got 
with ſo much Trouble out of my Woman 
of Law, At laſt Providence commiſera- 
ted my Condition, and made my Spouſe 
die a Martyr to that Quality, of which ſhe 
was ſo fond an Idolater, for happening to 
go one Afternoon with my Lady Tope- 
much, and 155 two fulſom (Wut. B to 
viſit Sir ry . All Craft's Widow, the 
Coach 9 75 luck 'over-ſet at the Corn- 
er of Chancery-Lane End, and the old Fat 
| Lady, with her two Plump Daughters, fall- 
ing 2 HY; one ieee broke ws her. 

| rm 
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Arm and Leg, and expired next Morning: 

Being delivered from this Load of a- 
lity,, I ſung Te Deum within my ſelf, and 
for three Years ſuch a lewd Thought as 
that of Matrimony never came into my 
Head, but took my full Swing of thoſe 
innocent Diverſtons the Country affords. 
However, the Ghoſt of Matrimony till 
haunting, me, I unfortunately relaps'd in- 
to my old Diſtemper, and was over-per- 
ſwaded to marry a grave demure Maiden, 
aged Thirty gave, whoſe Character I will 

give you in a few Words, before I pro: 
ceed to relate how we liv'd together. 

She was the Daughter of a Pfalm fing. 
ing Alderman, and bred up after the Ci- 
ty Manner, that is, in much Hypocriſy; 
much Affectation; and much Awkward- 
neſs. She deſired to be thought à Per“ 
ſon of extraordinary Virtue - and Devoti- 
on, by the ſame Token ſhe ſhow'd the 
former by unmercifully Railing at all 
thoſe of her Sex, whoſe Reputation was 
in the leaſt ſuſpected, as ſhe diſcoverd 
the latter, by calling all the Men A- 
theiſts : She was a mighty Lecture- hunter, 


and wou'd run you over every Parſon's 


Name in the Town, as volubly as a Wekb 
Bard runs over a Genealogy ; nay, her 
 Church-Intelligence .ſtoop*'d ſo low, as to 
take Cognizance even of the meaneſt Cu- 
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rate and Reader. And laſtly, for the 
nice. making her Reſponſes, and at the 
ſame time managing her Patches at 
Church, no Woman in Landon or Weſt- 
minſter came near her. 1 
Our firlt Miſunderſtanding was abo 
a Chaplain, for ſhe perpetually teaz d me 
to take one into my Family, adding, 
that the Servants would never be right- 
ly. order*d,: nor Affairs go regular, unleſs 
we had a Divine in the Houſe to lay it 
home to their Conſciences. Pray, my 
Lady, ſays I to her, harp no more upon 
this String, you may as ſoon perſuade me 
to maintain a Troop of Dragoons, as a 
Chaplain, What a Plague are they good 
for, but to run away with our Daughters, 
and fiſh out the Secrets of our Families: 
Or if they can do us any Service, *tis to 
take a Stale Chamber-maid, or Abigal, off 
of our Hands; but for my Part, I wou'd 
rather be at the Charge and Scandal of 
keeping ten Baſtards than one Chaplain. 
I cou*'d expect nothing better, cries ſhe, 
from ſo profane and profligate a Wretch 
as thou art? With that ſhe flung out of 
the Room, and ever after kept me as 
troubleſom a Life with her Virtue, as my 
late Spouſe did with her Quality, She ſuſ- 
pected me of Intriguing with a thouſand 
Women, whoſe Faces I never. ſaw. If I 
2 es . a ap- 
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appear'd gay and chearſul, why then I was 

going to commence a new Piece of Gallan- 
try. If Melancholy, and out of Hu- 
mour, then 'twas a plain Caſe the Damoſel 
had diſappointed me; ſo that I have often 
had it in my Head to aſſiſt in a Plot to 
cuckold myſelf, that I might have a juſt. 
Pretence to inſult her, and padlock the 
Mouth of her il]-natur*d clamorous Virtue. 
Many a doleful Hour did I paſs with 
nauſeous Mixture of Bigottry and Scan- 
dal, who altho* ſhe had Heaven continu- 
ally in her Mouth, made me endure a con- 
tinual Hell in her Company, At laft, 
when I had undergone a ſufficient Purgati- 
on for my paſt Sins, Heaven was ſo 253 

pitious as to take her off in her own Call- 
ing; for, going one Sunday Morning, 
without her Tippet, to Church, in a moſt 
ſevere Froſt, the honeſt Divine, (he de- 
ſerv'd a fat Deanery for his Pains) Who, 
it ſeems, lov'd to puſh about the Glaſs in 
his Pulpit, as well as without it, and was 
fo conſcientious as to give his People rather 
too much than too little for their Money, 
kept them ſo long that my Wife got a 
moſt violent Cold; which, in a few Days 
confin'd her to her Bed, and what I ſhall 
always remember as a moſt ſingular Mer- 
cy to me, was ſeiz'd with ſo ſeaſonable a 
Hoarſneſs, at leaſt two Months before her 
nne * Death, 
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Death, that her Tongue could not perform 
its uſual Office of Scolding, which, I dare 
ſwear, did not alittle contribute to haſten- 
her End. 6 
I come now to the laſt Scene of my 
Life, which, to my. Shame I own it, diſ- 
honours all the other Parts of it. *Tis 
true, I had met with ſeveral Plagues and 
Croſſes before, but thoſe are not to be laid 
to my Charge ; for, as I don't pretend to 
Revelation, or the Spirit of Propheſy, 
*rwas no Fault of mine, if a Woman, 
who, I believ'd, wou'd make a diſcreet o- 
bedient Wife, deceiv'd my Expectation, 
Marriage is a perfect Lottery, and he that 
will venture his Liberty there, muſt be 
contented with his Chance, whatever it 
proves. Me 8 e 
But nothing can excuſe the Dotage of 
an old Man, who will be lighting A- 
men's Torches, when he ought to prepare 
thoſe for his Funeral, and has the Impu- 
dence to take a blooming young Creature 
into his Bed, when the Grave gapes every 
Moment for him, knows himſelf uncapa- 
ble of obliging her. Can any Thing be 
ſo ridiculous as to pretend to attack a 
Fortreſs when one's Cannon is NaiPd up; 
or to venture into Love's, Ocean, when 
the Rudder that governs the Ship is diſ- 
abled ? As an old Fellow cannot be in- 
F 5s ſenſible 


1 65 1 
ſenſible of his Imbecillity, he is unjuſt to 
himſelf in the firſt Place, for offering to 
lay heavy Taxes upon Nature, when the 
has not a Farthing to pay them; and in 
the next to his Spouſe, for ſhamming 

falſe Bills upon her that hath been _ 
ago proteſted. 

This was my own Caſe. in my⸗ 
ſelf exhauſted, and unfit for Action; 1 
found my Vigour all gone, and nothing 
left me but impotent Deſires, and a vain 
Imagination. All this I knew perfectly 
well z for let the Man be what he will; 
his Conſtitution never plays the Hypo- 
crite with him, and yet by the common 
Fate of old Lovers, who think to attone 
for the Imbecillity of Nature by their 
Bribes and Prodigality, I was fo obſtinate 
a Sot as to link my ſelf to a young Damo—-— 
ſel of Sixteen in the Sixty-fourth Tear of * 
my Age. Tis true, the rich Cloaths, 
and other fine Things I preſented her 
with, her Noble Equipage and Retinue 
but above all the Title of Lady footh*d 
her Vanity for a little Time, and made 
her forget my Impotence z- but when 
Youth, in Conjunction with Nature, call'd 
upon me to relieve her more 
ceſſities, then it was ſhe 


Ne- 
n truly to 
diſplay herſelf. As Chains, tho? mad of 
the * Gold, are Chains ſtill, ſo Im- 
potence, 
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potence, tho* we endeavour to diſguiſe it 
with fine Coaches, rich Liveries, charm- 
ing Muſick, and the like, yet all the 
while *tis Impotence, which is a Sin never 
to be forgiven, and of all Diſappointments, 
certainly that of Love is the moſt mortify- 
ing. To conclude this doleful Tragedy, 
in a few Months I found my Houſe until'd, 
my loving Wife elop*d, I was ready to 
hang myſelf for her, ſent for her Home 
again; ſhe: elop'd the ſecond Time, I re- 
ceiv'd her the ſecond Time: After which 
Peace, ſhe and her Mother, her Grand- 
mother and Godmother made me drunk, 
I paſs'd over my Eſtate to her, and am 
now in a Priſon © 


Learn by my Fate, you Fumblers of Threefeors 
And think on Hymen's ſacred Rites no more. 
In vain your Stores and uſeleſs Wealth you ſhow 
While Venus knows youre Bankrupts all below. 
Your Bags cart ſatisfy the craving! + Maid, 


For i in e wi be «ey . 
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Uu maritali qui — of . 
Odit feſtivi gaudia ſaera tori ? * 
Unde Dioneam percurrere juſſus areham 
Cum femori conjux conſerit alma femur, ; 
Friget, & ad nullum ſurgit certamen amoris 
Sed jacet ut nimio planta peruſta gelu. 
Vividus atque alacris ruit hac in pralia, fructus 
Qui illicitd carpit, Cypria diva, tuos. 
Nempe animum laſſat vilis faciliſque voluptas _ 
Sed vetita aſſuevit gratior eſſe Venus. 


The Same done into ENGLISH. 
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WHY us ae, that's uin , 


Halter, 


Is paying of Love's Dues ſo often fal-? 5 
Why, when his eager Spouſe claps Thigh to Thighs: { | 


Aud urges an the flupid Set to Foy, _ + 

| Dees be decline the Sport, and Creft-faln tye ? 
All Flame and Life, into Love's Lifts he raſhes, 

Whom gen'rous Luſt, and not dull e 

Cheap caſy Pleaſure jades the Appetite, = 

"Tho your * n Love n the be Delight 
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